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IN THREE VOLUMES. 


* 


HE DECEIVES HIMSELF. 


A DOMESTIC TALE. 


CHAP. I. 


WIEN Philip entered, Mr. Eldwin 
aſked for Montague's ſervant. 


„He ain at home, and pleaſe your ho- 
nour,” ſaid Philip; “his maſter giv'd him 


leave to go to fair, and he ain't come 


back yet. His maſter is a noble gentle- 
man, he never refuſes his ſervants no- 
thing.“ Peace, firrah.!”” ſaid Sir Ed- 
ward. ” 


You I.  . 8 nn. 
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to 


« Bleſs your honour,” cried Philip, «] 


did not mean to caſt any reflections on 
your honour.” 


He was then ordered out of the room; 
and, with ſome other of the ſervants, diſ- 
patched in ſearch of Mr. Montague. 


After being gone ſome time, they re- 


turned without any tidings of him. It 


was, by that time, near one in the morn- 
ing, and Sir Edward beginning to feel 


ſeriouſly uneaſy, ſaid he would himſelf 
wait his return. The ladies then retired; 


and Angelina, fearing to go to her cham- 


ber, begged to remain for that night in 
Ethelind's. 


Among the various affections of the 
mind, none ſeem to have a greater effect 
than that ſtate of ſuſpenſe between doubt 
and fear: one moment we are ingeniouſly 
interpreting every evil from the conſe- 
quence pending; the next, endeavouring 


to free the mind from the ſhackles our 


imagination has formed. 


This 
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This was the preciſe ſtate of Angelina' 8 


mind, when a gentle tap at her chamber 
door threw her into a trepidation, which 


the conviction of her fears could ſcarce 
have augmented. 


* 


* Pleaſe to let me in, Miſs; it is only 


me.“ It was Patty. 


She opened the door with a trembling 


that ſhe wiſhed, yet had not power, to con- 


ceal; and looking anxiouſly in the girl's 
face, ſeemed to demand a confirmation of 
all her fears. 


e Lauk-a-daiſey me,” ſaid Patty, ſtart- 
ing back at the expreſſion of Angelina's 


. countenance, © what's the matter, Miſs? 


Why, as mother us'd to ſay, you look as 
white as a ſheet, and trembles all over 


like an abſent-leaf.” 


« Is —is— Mr. Montague heard of? 
ſhe would have ſaid, but the words faltered 
on hertongue, and ſhe ſtood expecting Patry 
would anticipate what ſhe wiſhed to ſav. 
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1 HE DECEIVES HIMSELF. 
« Oh crimene me, Miſs! you have no 3 
deception how I have been frightened ; 3 
but I am come to tell you all about it,” 1 
cried Patty. —“ But pray, Miſs, don't look 4 
ſo pale; indeed its a marvellous ſtory — 
and I had like to have gone into as-tericks 3 
"myſelf, as you did, after that there rumpus 1 7 
in the drawing room. —“ Well, well,” = 
ſaid Angelina, © if you have any thing to 
relate, pray make haſte, for I can't ſtay to 
hear any long ſtories,” : 23 


% Well then, Miſs,” cried Patty, * you 
muſt know, that as ſoon as you and Miſs 
Ethelind was gone to bed—I mean as ſoon 
as all the family was gone to bed—noz 

1 believe my lady was up too—no; ſhe 

wasn't neither—I don't know, I declare; 

what a fool I am Oh! now I remem- 
ber, ſhe went before any of the reſt of the 
3, family—howmſoever that's neither here 
nor there, as mother us'd to ſay—and no 

' ſignification to the ſtory at all ;—but 


this we are certain of-truth's truth; ö 
and if ſhe went up before, ſhe did not go 1 
up after you—he! he! he II can't heli? 


"x laughing, 
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HE DECEIVES HIMSELF. 5 
laughing, Miſs, for T'd-always a turn to 
be witty.— Well, and ſo, as I was fay- 
ing, juſt as you and Miſs Ethclind were 
gone to bed, and I was coming down 
ſtairs, who ſhould 1 meet a-going up, but 
Philip? —Well, ſays I, is Mr. Montague 


found? ſays I. No, ſays he; nor his 


vally an't come from fair neither, ſays he. 
Well, ſays I—-I never ſeed nobody be- 
have, in all my born days, gentielerer to 
ſarvants than Mr. Montague;—and if it 
does not do my heart good, ſays I, to hear 
Mr. Archer, his vally, tell of his maſter's 


dulgencies to him. — Well, Miſs—you ſee, 


Juſt as Philip and I was talking in this 


here manner about behaving polite to ſar- 
vants oh me! we heard ſomething give 


ſuch a terrible groan, ſo dreadful, you 
might have heard it all over the caſtle; 


and like as if it comed cut of Mr. Mon- 


tague's room. Miſs, how pale you 
look! you had better fit down.” 


“No, no,” ſaid Angelina, „I am very 
well, if you will go on with your ſtory.“ 


By: | % Well, 
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" Well, and ſo/as J was ſaying, we 


_ heard ſomething give ſuch a terrible 
groan that you might have heard it all! 
over the caſtle, though afterwards we found 


out it was only a figh;—but howſomdever 
that's neither here nor there.—Philtp, 
ſays I —did you hear that noiſe? ſays I.— 
« Pooh 1 ſays he, pertending he was not 
afeard, * come along, can't you ?? Bur, 


Miſs, you can't perceive how he trembled. 


« It would be ſomething extraordinary if 
we could,” ſaid Ethelind, who was pre- 


'ſent:—*® but pray come to the point, ſor I 
cannot ſtay to hear any long ſtories.— 


„Well, then, before we could move a jot 


further, Miſs, up comes the wa/ly, and 
Mrs. Agneſs; ſo then you ſee, I went 


about telling them how Philip and I had 
been frited ;—with that they burſt out a 


laughing downright in our faces. —Well, 


thinks I, this is like your Londonſhire - 


manners, thinks I, howſomdever z—but, 
marcy me! before J could ſay another 


word, Philip fetch'd the vally a good 
* clout o'the ad; with that I burſt out a 
* 


„ 
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laughing, to return the compliment: ſo 


then, you ſee, Miſs, Mrs. Agnes began 


with her out-landifh jabber to call Philip 
and I names; ſaying, we where Taff, 
and juſt com'd off the Welſh mountains. 


— As for that matter, ſays I, I am no more 
Welſh than yourſelf, nor ſo much neither, 


for I was born and hedicated in the Eng- 
liſh kingdom, ſays I, —and an't to be 


frighten'd by your foreigniſh talk—thof 


you do wear fine frippery-ſitks, and cham- 
ber-gauzes ;—you ban't no more than a 
ſarvant, ſays I, Mrs. Frenchification, and I 
ſhan't take it of you. —Miſs, you never 
com'd up to the things ſhe ſaid; but it 
was all for ſpite, 'cauſe Philip brought me 
a kipſake from, fair, and did not give her 
never a one,” 


Angelina had interrupted this account 
half a dozen times; and now, out of all 
patience, ſne bid Patty leave her. 


* Indeed, Miſs, I beg your pardon,” ſaid 
the girl; * but I could not. help telling 
you, for it all belongs to the ſtory, as you 
B 4 ſhall 
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ſhall hear: and ſo, as I was ſaying, he 
bring'd me a kipſake from fair, and did 
not give her never a one 


« Indeed, Patty, I will not hear any 
more ſuch nonſenſe,” ſaid Angelina. 


„ Well, then, Miſs, as I ſaid before, I 


won't fay another word, only go back to 
where we were all ſtanding in the paſſage, 


that is, I and Philip, Mrs. Agnes, and 
the val/ly,—Well, we were all talking at 
once Mrs. Agnes, in a deuce of a pet, 


becauſe I knock'd off her toupee ;—how- 

ſomdever, as mother us'd to ſay, one good 
turn deſerves another ;—but that's neither 
here nor there, —Well, but now, Miſs, 
comes the beſt of it—for, oh! juſt as we 


were all talking at once, one of the cham- 


ber doors flew open, juft like as if nobody 


had touch'd it- and out walk'd ſome- 
thing ;—away flew Mrs. Agnes, Philip, 
and the va; but 1 could not ſtir a ſtep 


for the life of me;—1 was ſo elated with 


fright, as mother us'd to ſay, ſo there 1 


ſtood trembling, afcard to look up. 


Well, 


me patience to liſten to the remainder ! 
* For, after all, who ſhould it turn out 
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ct Well, but now, Miſs, comes the worſt 


of it“ What,” ſaid Ethelind, “ is the 


beſt of your ſtory told? then Heaven give 


EL 


to be, but Mr. mi; I was not 
as mad as a dog. Patty,” ſays he, 
« what's the matter? what has frigbten d 


you : PRE 


« Oh! nothing, Sir,” ſays T.—* Indeed 
I did not take your honour for a gentle- 


man,“ ſays I, or I never ſhould have 
been ſuch a fool. Did not you?“ ſays 
ke -© 


« No, Sir,” ſays I ;—© but,” ſays I, 
« Sir, I'm glad you are here, for every 
body thought you was murder'd, and poor 
Miſs Angeleny has been in a worſe taking 
than all of them put together, for think- 
ing ſhe ſhould never ſee you again; and, 


I'm ſure, it made my heart ache to ſee 


how ſhe tookt on about it.” 


6 You have done very wrong,” cried 
Is B 5 Angelina; 
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10 HE DECEIVES HIMSELF. \, 
Angelina ; © how could you tell him any 
ſuch thing?“ 


« If you did not ſay ſo, Miſs, I'm ſure 


you thought ſo, and that's all the ſame; 


—and you can't think how: ſweet he 


ſpoke, when I told him all about it ;—he 
ſaid you was the humaneſt young lady in 


the world, and felt for every body. 


« That ſhe is, Sir,” ſaid I ; „ for there 
is not ſuch another to be found in the pa- 
riſh ;—and if 1 was a. gentleman, and 
wanted a ſpouſe,” ſays I, — I know where 
„I ſhould chuſe one :—and then he bid 
me good night very politely ; and then, 
you ſee, I went to bed. But my Lady's 
bell rings, and I muſt go, Miſs ;” and 
away went the loquacious Patty. a? 


Ethelind, who had heard all that had 
paſſed, exclaimed, ſhe was monſtrous mad 
that the affair had turned out ſo foojiſhly. 
I vow,” ſhe cried, © I hoped it would 


have proved a piece of matchleſs Quixot- 
tiſm. It would have been prodigiouſly 
— 
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delightful to have heard of ſome diſmal 
adventure; for really we have had ſuch a 


| dearth of incidents lately, that I am quite 
ſtupified.I am ſure, I am ſick to death 


of looking at nothing but green fields, 
ſhady groves, and purling ſtreams ; really 


it is the horrideſt plan of living in the 
world; now don't you think it ?=You 


cannot conceive how I am altered ;—I am 


quite out of my element, I aſſure you ;— 


here, my mother muſt not be ſpoke to, 


for fear of irritating her nerves—then, my 


father is grown ſo grumpiſh, that its ſhock- 
ing to hear him talk ;—bur he is bearable 
in compariſon with my brother, that 
ſweet delectable creature—he is monſtrous 


diſagreeable, and ſo exceſſively taken up 


with the celeſtials, that I expect, every 
day, to ſee him turned into a Bull or bear 
for his preſumption, as ſome of his heathen 
acquaintance have been before him: - and 


as to aunt Dolly, I have no patience with 


her, ſhe is horrible in the extreme. I 
declare I am quite afraid to open my 
mouth before her, ſhe is ſo abominably 
ſevere, —An old figure! it is high! time ſhe 

BY -- | was 


12 HE DECEIVES HIMSELF. 
was popped into the tombs.—Old maids 
are the moſt diſagreeable creatures in the 


world; for they can neither make them- 
ſelves happy, nor let any one elſe be ſo. 


Don't you hate her, Angelina ? 


« By no means, though I confeſs 


I dont love her.)“ Well, that's 


the moſt prodigious thing in the world; 
not hate her! Why, my dear, ſhe hates 
you mortally ;—and I am ſure ſhe is mon- 
ſtroufly ill-natured to you” Well, thank 
heaven, it is almoſt over; for there is Mr. 
Montague, when firſt he came, I thought 


him exceſſively agreeable ;—but lately he 


is grown as ſtupid as the reſt, and pays me 
no more attention than if I was his ſiſter ;— 


don't you think he. is exceſſive diſagree- | 


able I aſſure you I mean to make him 
ſuffer for it, when I get away _— this 
b haſty old — 


« You are very kind,” ſaid Angelina, 


forcing a ſmile, but her mind was too 
much engroſſed with what Patty told her 


me 
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HE DECEIVES HIMSELF, 13 
ſhe had ſo incautiouſly ſaid to Mr, Mon- 
tague, to attend to her rattling couſin. 


« Why you look as ſerious as a judge,” 


_ cried Ethelind,” * I'm fure I ſhall be 
glad when we ſet out, and I dare ſay you 


think it is horrid dull, only you are ſo 
fqueamiſh you won't ſay ſo.” 


« Indeed,” ſaid Angelina, ſmiling, « I 
ſee nothing ſo very terrible in being ſur- 
rounded by your family—but you. have 
coloured the picture ſo highly, that it 
would puzzle a connoiſſeur to find out the 


_ originals, and I dont think he would ex- 


pect to diſcover them in your father and 


mother.” 


“ fancy you think that a very clever 
ſpeech to make, Angelina ;—it is vaſtly 


pretty to talk ſo, - but I have no notion 


of teazing one's brains with ſuch old- 
faſhioned nonſenſe ; beſides, it is thought 
ungenteel for young people to moralize ; 
and, for my part, I think it time enough 
when one can't help it.—I aſſure you no 
one 


— 
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one that 1s the leaſt poliſhed, ever thinks 
of ſuch a thing ;—'twould be as vulgar and 


low-bred, as going to church twice on a 


Sunday.” 


And do you call that ill-bred ?” ſaid 
Angelina, with ſurpriſe. 


« Oh yes,” ſaid Ethelind, « for my part, I 


would never go at all, if I could help it. 
It is ſo exceſſively tireſome to be pen'd up 
in a church two or three hours, particu- 
larly if there is not a ſmart congregation.” 


e That's a great object,“ ſaid Angeli- 


na, © conſidering what you go for, cer- 


_ tainly.” 


de Well, I don't know,” ſhe returned, 


« whether you are laughing at me or not; 
but come along, for I am dying to know 


all about what has happened; but you.are 


not ready, and I am ſure breakfaſt is 


waiting ;”—and, without ſtaying for her, 


away ran this mad- cap. 
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HE DECEIVES HIMSELF. 1 5 


Angelina had now time for reflections, 
not the moſt pleaſing, as they brought to 
her mind her conduct on the preceding 


night. — ©. How ridiculous,” ſhe cried, 


« has my fooliſh unneceſſary fear made me 
appear to the family ! why was my filly 
imagination ſo buſy in repreſenting what 
was neither likely nor probable ?—but J 
am always acting like a baby, and de- 
ſerve to be puniſhed. —Oh, why, in the 


| ſweet leſſons inculcated by my honored, 


my beloved Mrs. Beverly, why did ſhe 


not teach her Angelina the neceſſity of 


diſguiſing her feelings ?—why did ſhe not 
warn her that it was dangerous to cheriſh 
humanity that the nobleſt - virtues are 


ever open to cenſure, and the beſt mo- 


tives often liable to the worſt conſtruc- 


tions !—Oh, experience!] if it is from 


thee I am to learn the wiſdom of the 
world,” ſhe cried, * harſh are thy leſſons, 
and difficult the practice thou enjoineſt,” 


She Knew it was impoſlible to eſcape 
the ſatire of Miſs Dorothy, though ſhe 
was confident it was wholly unmerited ; 
| fully * 
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16 © HE DECEIVES HIMSELF. 
fully convinced that, if he knew ber own 
heart, the ſame fears would have been ex- 
cited by any other object: but ſhe could 


not diſſipate the idea of what Patty had 


related for ſhe did not doubt, by her con- 
verſation, that ſhe had exaggerated her 
fears to Mr. Montague ;—and the idea 
of appearing one moment contemptible 
in his eyes, was a ſubject too painful to 
dwell on ;—ſhe therefore determined to 
frame an excuſe for her non- appearance at 
the breakfaſt table; — but luckily, a mo- 


ment's thought repreſented this plan as 


improper :—therefore, aſſuming as much 
compoſure as ſne could command, ſhe de- 


ſcended to the parlour; but her mind had 


been ſo wholly engroſſed by the paſt, as 


entirely to forget the preſent, and fhe 


found the breakfaſt things removed. 


1 


My dear,” cried Ethelind, “what a 
monſtrous time you have been up ſtairs 
Why 1 left you dreſſed, when I came 
down ; but perhaps you have been con- 
ning over ſome exceſſive pretty ſpeech to 
make ;—you know you are very clever at 
| it; 


HE DECETVES HIMSELF. 17 
it but come, Sir Knight,” ſhe cried, 
turning to Montague, „fetch the lady 
Dulcinea a chair.“ Oh, my dear,” ſhe 
continued, © you muſt prepare yourſelf to 
be ſtruck dumb with amazement ;—ſuch 
adventures as knight-errantry itſelf will 
bluſh to relate Why it ſurpaſſes the 
wonderful achievements of Don Quix- 
_ otte himſelf ;—tor, be 1t known, that the 
moſt noble 5 


Come, come, Miſs Eldu in,“ ſaid 
Montague, « have ſome compaſſion on 

me, I pray, and don't make me appear 

ſtill more contemptible in the eyes of Miſs 
Aubrey.” 


Mr. Montague,“ cried Ethelind, with 
a a very grave face, „you ought to-be ind 
mortalized for your keen penetration ;— 
you appear contemplible in the eves of Miſs 
Aubrey ! -Why, my dear Sir, ſo wonder- 
ſul is the diſcovery, that I am afraid you 
won't find any one to ſee it, but your- 


ſelf.“ . 


« Don't 
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Don't be ſatyrical,“ ſaid Miſs Doro» 
thy, © there's ne ſo def Ms in my 


* 


« True, Ma' am,“ ſaid Ethelind, “and 
you are ſo good as to repreſent the cha- 
racter ſometimes ſo diſmally odious, that L 
am determined, in my own mind, never 
to ſay another ill-natured word again :— 
come, Mr. Montague,” cried this teazing. 
girl, «if I am not worthy to relate theſe 
matchleſs and renowned adventures, have 
the goodneſs in the true ſpirit of knight- 
errantry, to tell them yourſelf, abating 
nothing that may add to your valourous 
achievements,” | 

“ Beſides, Miſs + Aubrey is _ to 
know——” 


t Indeed you are miſtaken,” ſhe re- 
turned, © I only wiſhed to aſſure Mr. Mon- 
tague how much 1 felt myſelf obliged for 
his laſt night's * 8 


« Your acknowledgment, Miſs Au- 
pr 5 brey, 


f 
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brey, ſaid Montague, „“ reproaches me 
for the alarm my abſence occaſioned the 
family, which was all owing to the neglect 
of my ſervant.” 


ce Really, Sir,” ſaid Miſs Dorothy, in- 
terrupting him, * you are labouring under 
a ſtrange miſtake, for the family were not 
at all alarmed about you.” s 


Montague laugh'd off this ſatyrical re- 
tort of Miſs Dorothy's, by acknowledging 
his vanity deſerved the reproof, and pro- 
ceeded to tell Angelina that he was quietly 
ſeated in his chamber, when the ſervants 
were in ſearch of him. i 


« Indeed, Sir!” ſaid Angelina, with ſur- 
priſe, and colouring with ſecret regret for 
having betrayed ſo much alarm on the pre- 
ceding night. 


* Yes, indeed, he returned, “ for my 
man having aſked leave to ſpend an hour 
or two in the village, I bid him, previous 
to his going, apologize to lady Eld win, 
and 


— 
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| and the reſt of the family, for my not ap- 
pearing at ſupper ; which, I find, he omit- 
ted doing; and not any of the other ſer- 

vants coming to my room, I remained 
there, without the ſmallcſt idea of what 
was paſſing, buſily employed in preparing 
a pacquet of letters for India :—theſe are 
the great adventures which Miſs Eldwin 
has ſo ludicrouſly Oey of.“ 


—— — 
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| Whilſt he was narrating theſe facts, 
Mrs. Summers and Lucy called, for the 
firſt time, after their return from Swanſea; 


| and the former inſiſted on Angelina's 
li ſpending the day with them at the Rectory. 
| —This was gladly acceded to on the part 5 
| of the latter, their journey being poſt- I 


— — 


poricd till the i. day. 


} 1 © = more than ever regretted A 
i her leaving Eaſt-Cliff, and Lucy was 1 
| equally diſappointed: they mutually "8 
| agreed to write very frequently to each 


other, and the latter promiſed to viſit the 
poor woman, and acquaint Angelina how 
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In the afternoon they ſtrolled down the 


vale, and ſhe called to bid her farewel.— 
Angelinaloved to viſit her. —Mrs. Lloyd's 


grateful heart was always expatiating on 


the goodneſs of Montague, by whoſe 
bounty ſhe had been ſnatched from the 


miſeries attendant .on extreme poverty. 


This ſubject was almoſt as grateful to the 
ears of her auditreſs, as to the woman her- 
ſelf ; for Montague, in the eſtimation of 
Angelina, had no competitor ;—ſhe ſaw 
in him all thoſe virtues ſhe had been 
taught to revere ; her obſervations had 
been founded. on the evidence of convic- 


tion ;—ſhe ſaw him ſuperior to all others, 


and fancied ſhe felt for him that eſteem, 
which is inſpired by a character ſo exem- 


Plary. 


In returning from the cottage, Lucy, 
who was almoſt a ſtranger to Mr. Monta- 


| gue, naturally enquired who, or what he 
was ;—and Angelina, no longer under the 
fear of Miſs Dorothy, could now expatiate 
on his virtues :—this ſhe did not fail to 

do.; and, from her unreſtrained eulogiums, 


and 
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and lively deſcriptions of his noble hearr, 


and excellent underſtanding, Lucy ac- 


knowledged he muſt certainly be the very 
ſtandard of every excellence,—and joined 
with Angelina in thinking what a happy 
proſpect Ethelind had of being united to 


ſo amiable a young man. This converſa- 


tion was interrupted, for they had now 
reached the Rectory. Mrs. Summers, who 
was particularly attached to Angelina, ex- 

preſſed her chagrine at parting with her. 5 


The evening paſſed away imperceptibly, 
and when the carriage came to fetch her, 
and ſhe roſe to depart, ſhe had not cou- 
rage to bid them adieu.—No one could 


utter one word, —when Mrs. Summers's 


father taking her hand, and joining it to 


| Lucy's, with an expreſſive ſmile, ſaid, Ve 


are young, my children ;—a little time, 
and you will both meet again.“ 


There was ſomething awfully touching 
in his manner of pronouncing theſe words; 


and his emotion, after he uttered them, 
_ that he felt what he ſaid: they 


were 


— 


_—— 


e 
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were not adapted to tranquilize the minds 


of thoſe preſent, Mrs. Summers turned 


away in ſilence, to conceal her emotion; 


and Lucy, throwing her arms round the 


neck of Angelina, —wept even to agony.— 


Nor was Angelina leſs affected ;—ſhe felt 


the full force of his meaning ;—he was 


deſcending to the grave, and they were 
to meet no more. Prophetic were his 
words for he then indeed parted with her 
for ever. 0 | 


She was too much affected to utter one 
word ; till Mrs. Summers, endeavouring 
to appear compoſed, and reminding Lucy 
it was proper to check her emotion, with 
the ſincereſt regret, they parted; but not 
until Mrs. Summers had aſſured Angelina 
that, if on any emergency, ſhe ſhould 
want the advice of a friend, never to heſi- 
tate in applying to her, for at the Rectory 


ſhe ſhould always find one. 


Her mind was ſo abſorbed in melancho- 
ly, at parting with her friends, during her 


Tide home, that when the carriage” ſtop- 


ped, 
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_ ped, ſhe felt the greateſt reluctance to en- 
ter the drawing-room ;—but 7 conſcious 
that her depreſſed ſpirits would be a fine 
field for Ethelind's raillery. 


Mr. Eldwin met her at the door, and 
not having any excuſe to make for her non- 
appearance, he led her to the family. 


Lady Eldwin was in better humour than 
_ uſual ; for her ladyſhip, as was before ob- 
ſerved, was a great enemy to retirement; 
—and the hope of immediately entering 

into thoſe ſcenes of diſſipation, which ſhe 
had ſo reluctantly quitted, was the cauſe 
of her preſent exhilaration of ſpirits.— 
Miſs Dorothy, and Miſs Eldwin, from a 
ſimilar cauſe, were equally chearful ; and 
the extraordinary good humour of the 
whole party only ſerved to render the de- 
preſſion of Angelina's ſpirits | more con- 


_ 


« T can't think what is the matter with 
my couſin,” cried Ethelind, © ſhe is quite 
 penſeroſoick :—1 . her ſentimental 
friend, 
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frithd, Lucy Summers, has been making 
fine ſpeeches on the exquiſite pain of ſe- 
paration.— Well, I would not be bound to 
viſit them ſo often as Angelina does, for 
the world. —I am ſure I ſhould die of the 
vapours, for they are always talking i in the 
diſmalo ſtrain.— What do you think,” ſhe 

cried, turning to Montague, «I am told 
they always go to prayers every night and 
morning, and one or the other of them 
| preaches a long ſermon.— I declare I 
could not believe it for ſome time, till I 
bid Agnes aſk one of their ſervants ; and 
ihe proteſted it was quite true, for it had 
been their cuſtom for many years. Lord 
help them! thought I, how can they be ſo 
monſtrous old faſhioned - Out of what 
book did they take the text to night, An- 
gelina ?” NO this OY girl. | 


«If Nt. Willmot preached, ” ſaid 
| Miſs Dorothy, “ I'il be bound to * a 
ſhrewd gueſs.” 


« Oh, do, Ma'am,” ſaid Ethelind, * for 
then I am ſure it will be a ſevere one.” 
Vo“. II. . Miſs 
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Miſs Dorothy was going to reply, with- 
out noticing the pertneſs of this ſpeech, — 
but Mr. Eldwin obſerving how much An- 
gelina was embarraſſed, prevented her by 
ſaying—* That if he was going to preach 
a ſermon to ſome of the ladies preſent, — 
he would take his text from theſe two 
lines in Mr. Pope's excellent Eſſay on 
Criticiſm :— | 


. Unhappy wit! like moſt miſtaken things, 
„ Attones not for that envy, which it brings.” 


Miſs Dorothy was not at all prepared 
for this reproof,— and ſo conſcious was ſhe 
of its application, that ſhe had not wit 
enough to let it paſs unnoticed, but flew 
into a violent paſſion, demanding how he 
dared infinuate that the v was envious. 


During this altercation, Ethelind was 
rallying Montague on his low ſpirits, 
which, ſhe declared, had been intolerable 
all day. 


 « Nay,” ſaid he, © is that at all wonder- 
| 8 ful, 
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ful, when to-morrow is to deprive me of 
tne ſociety of you ladies?“ 


Angelina retired to her chamber, - with 
a mind very little inclined to reſt, —The 
idea of the ſtranger, by whom ſhe had been 
ſo much alarmed, returned to her recol- 
lection with additional force for, to her 
ſurpriſe, none of the family, except Mon- 
tague, had taken any farther notice of the 
matter. 1 


— 


They were to ſet out early in the morn- 


ing and, as reſt was neceſſary, ſhe en- 


deavoured to tranquilize her ſpirits but 


the effort was ineffectual :—her mind was 
unuſually agitated, and made all calling in 
the morning unneceſſary, for ſhe aroſe as 


ſoon as the day dawned.— The beautiful 


graduation of light diſpelling the miſts of 
darkneſs, filled her mind, as ſhe con- 


templated it with awe ;—ſhe ſeated herſelf 
at her window, as if to take a laſt farewel 


of the landſcapes before her: what a va- 
riety of circumſtances might intervenc, 


before ſhe beheld them again I-perbaps 
. | S this 


| 
| 
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this was the laſt time the idea was pain- 


ful, and ſhe burſt into tears :—but the in- 


nate goodneſs of her heart, checked the 


ungrateful reflection; and, aſhamed of a 


weakneſs, that ſhe herſelf was unable to ac- 
count for,—and willing to diſſipate it,— 
ſh: amuſed herſelf, till the family were 
riſen, with her favourite author, Shake- 
ſpeare, 


CHAP. It. 
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CHAP. II. 


W HEN ſhe deſcended to the Par- 
lour, none of the reſt of the family were aſ- 

ſembled ;—ſhe had ſcarce ſeated herſelf, 
when the door opened, and in walked 
Montague: 

Angelina almoſt ſtarted at the viſible 
diſorder his countenance betrayed, and 
anxiouſly aſked if he was ill: the inquiry 
ſeemed to re-animate him and, aſſum- 
ing his wonted chearfulneſs, and, as if to 
get rid of the ſubject, he began to talk of 
the journey. After a little general con- 
verſation, which he ſupported ſo ill, that 
ſhe was forced to repeat her queſtions two 
or three times before he anſwered her, 

he aſked if the knew what ſtay Sir Ed- 
ward intended making at Bab. 
C3 — nl 
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She anſwered, it all depended, ſhe de⸗ 


lieved, on Mr. Eldwin's recovery. 


He was then ſilent for ſome minutcs,— 
when, rifing and ſeating himſelf by her, 
he ſaid,—* If I thought the requeſt would 
not be too preſuming, I would aſk you to 
venture with me in the phæton, as far as 
Glouceſter ;—Sir Edward, I find, propoſes 
: ſleeping there to night: l, unhappily, am 
obliged to be in London to-morrow ;— 
therefore ſhall be under the neceſſity of 
quitting the family on our arrival there.— 
Lord Algernon begins to complain of my 
| abſence ;—and,- indeed, I had no idea 
of making ſo long a viſit when I came 
down :—had I been wiſe,” he added, « I 
ſhould have torn myſelf away long ago ; 
but, like the reſt of the world, I have been 
unguardedly enjoying the preſent, at the 


expence of my future peace :—tell me, 5 


ſaid he, affecting to be more chearful, 
« will Miſs Aubrey truſt herſelf with me ? 
—the horſes are, by no means, ſpirited, 
and I have the credit of driving very 
__ —1 think 1 need not add, that, if 
| there 
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there was any danger, I would not alk 
her.” _ | OT 


Angelina thanked him, but hinted the 


requeſt would be made with. much more 


propriety to her couſin ; when, perceiving 
him look uncommonly grave, ſhe added, 
with a ſmile, ſhe was afraid her own head 
was too weak to bear ſo elevated a ſitua- 


Montague's countenance brightened at 
theſe words he preſſed his offer ſo 
warmly, that ſhe heſitated what to ſay ;— 


The had no objection to comply with his 


requeſt, but what aroſe from the fear of 


_ offending the reſt of the family. 


At this inſtant Sir Edward entered, and, 
availing herſelf of his preſence, without 
making any anſwer, ſhe -left the room. 


The Family ſoon after aſſembled to break- 
_ faſt, and the preliminaries of their journey 


having been ſettled ſome days before, there 


: were no farther obſtacles ſtarted. 


— 


C4 : Lady 
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Lady Eldwin, Miſs Dorothy, Ethelind, and 


Angelina were to go inthe travelling coach, 
and Sir Edward and his ſon on horſeback. 


Montague drove his own phæton, and her 


ladyſhip's woman, with Mrs. Agnes, were 


ſent forward on the preceding day. 


The carriages were announced, and the 
family roſe to depart Angelina was the 


only one miſſing ;—ſhe had flown to take 
a laſt farewel of Mr. Arden z—and, whilſt 


ſhe was receiving the thanks and bene- 
ditions of the poor old ſteward—her La- 
dyſnip was execrating her dreadful low no- 


tions, in noticing thoſe ſort of people ;— 


but ſhe exclaimed, —< the girl is an abſo- 


lute fool, —knows no more about the poliſh 
of bigh-/ife, than a baby.” 


They were now ſeated in the carriages ; 
—and Montague, thinking to avail him- 
ſelf of her Ladyſhip's ill-humour, ſaid— 
« they had better proceed, and he would 


wait for Miſs Aubrey, as there would be a 
vacant ſeat for her in the pheton ;”—bur, 


much to his. mortification, Lady Eldwin 
© exclaimed, 


2 os 
_.. 
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exclaimed, —* Bleſs me, ſo there is, Sir — 
Ethelind will take it with pleaſure, for ſne 
is exceſſive fond of riding in an open car- 
riage.” Before ſhe had finiſhed this ſpeech, 
Ethelind was out of the coach, proteſting 

| 9 it was the delightfulleſt thought in the | 
3 world. 


3 But it was evident Montague did not 
xz think fo,—for he hinted as politely as he 
could, that he had aſked Miſs Aubrey ;— 
. «and here ſhe comes, he cried. 


5 Angelina then appeared, when her La- 
dyſhip, vexed at his noticing her, begged, 
in a petulant tone, that he would take Miſs 
Eldwin, adding, that ſhe had very particu- 
lar reaſons for requeſting it. 
Angelina was then at the coach door,— 
and Montague had the mortification. of 
 Hhandingherinto it, without having an op- 
> portunity to account for his inconſiſtent 
3 behaviour. 


— 


Before ſhe had time to form any conjec- 
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tainly puzzled to anſwer; 
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ture on his conduct, Lady Eldwin began 
a long lecture, —aided by Miſs Dorothy, 


(the former not being very well qualified 


for a lecturer) on her improper conduct; 


proteſting that, unleſs ſhe altered her beha- 


viour, ſhe ſhould be obliged to ſend her 
back to where Sir Edward brought her 
from ;—for, in the company the was now 
going to mix with, ſhe would bea ſubject 
of ridicule, | 


Angelina.cndeavoured to recollect what 
| ſhe had done fo very contrary to her La- 
dyſhip's idea of right ;—but nothing par- 


ticularly offering to her remembrance,—ſhe 


very earneſtly begged to be acquainted in 
what ſhe had offended: 


This queſtion her Ladyſhip was cer- 
—and, after he- 
fitating ſome time, as if ſhe had ſo many 
faults it was impoſſible to name them all, — 
the one ſhe meant—was—the chief one— 
was Angelina's ignorance of the poliſb of 


high life for, continued her Ladyſhip,— 


I never ſaw any one behave ſo ſtrange as 
you 
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you do; the perſon who brought you up 


was exceſſively ignorant, for you behave 


yourſelf as civil to people who are quite 


beneath your notice, as you do to us, who 
are ſo greatly your ſuperiors.” 


elt is true, Ma'am,” ſaid Angelina, 
bluſhing at the folly of her Ladyſhip's 
ſpeech,—** that the lady you ſpoke of did 
not impreſs my mind with the vaſt diſ- 


tinction between the poor and the rich ,— 


nor did ſhe teach me that it was degrad- 
ing my nature to behave kind. to my fel- 
lou creatures.“ 

« So much the worſe,” returned her La- 
dyſhip.—“ but it was vaſtly odd of her 
ſhe muſt have been an exceſſive low wo- 


man ;- but I believe there are ſome peo- 


ple ſo innately vulgar, that they cannot 


help it.“ 


Miſs Dorothy, whoſe veneration for her 
Lady ſnip's opinion was not very great. — 
(for her pride was not more conſpicuous 
than her ignorance) exclaimed, in a very 

C 6 meaning 
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meaning tone—** that if thoſe people who 
were innately vulgar could not help il ſhe 


| hoped the ſame extenuation would be al- 


lowed to thoſe who were 7nnately /illy, for 


the ſake of ſome of her relations.“ 


Her Ladyſhip's ignorance prevented her 
feeling this ſarcaſm, pointed as it was ;— 
but Mifs Dorothy was in one of her ſatyri- 
cal humours, and continued to ſpeak 
pretty plainly, till ſhe was perfectly under- 
ſtood. —A child could not have been more 
uneaſy, that was going to be chaſtiſed, 
than her Ladyſhip when Miſs Dorothy got 


into one of theſe humours ; for, unable to 


reply to her in her own way, ſhe could 
only vent her anger on the former's lap- 
dog; and poor Pompey was always, on 
theſe occaſions, ſure to ſuffer. 


This was the caſe at preſent; for the 
creature was thumped and kicked by her 
Ladyſhip, proteſting ſhe would not have 
the naſty little thing in the coach, and the 
footman was called to take it out. This 


was offering too great an indignity to 


Miſs 
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Miſs Dorothy, for the dog was the only 
creature ſhe was uniformly kind to: 
hence, with a vehemence that made her 
| Ladyſhip tremble, the vowed her darling 
ſhould not be turned out. This alterca- - 
XZ tion, however, did not laſt long, for the 
latter, finding her reproofs too ſevere, and 
unable to argue with her, ſhe burſt into 
tears ; proteſting, in a moſt unhappy tone, 
that it was very odd ſhe could not do what 
ſhe pleaſed in her own coach. ; 
During this contention, Angelina ſat ſi- 
lent, regretting her being obliged to ride 
with ſuch diſagreeable companions. | 


Where now, ſhe thought, is Lady Eld- 
win's boaſted ſuperiority, and what diſtin- 
guiſhes her? Not politeneſs, or ſhe would 

voluntarily ſacrifice her own gratification 
4] to Miſs Dorothy's. How inconſiſtent is 
1 ber conduct! for whilſt ſhe wiſhes to be 
8 elevated above the common herd of man- 
Find, ſhe is ſinking to a level with the 
meaneſt ; ſince they who only boaſt a ſu- 
periority from the acquiſition of wealth, 

| | are 
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are far more contemptible than they who 
have no claim to it at all. 


e hear Tad - 
ſhip retained an obſtinate ſilence ; and 
Miſs Dorothy entertained herſelf with 
talking to Pompey, regardleſs of cither of 


her companions. 
d 


When they arrived at Glouceſter, Ethe- 
lind and Montague were at the inn before 
them: the latter was waiting to receive 
them, and after handing Lady Eldwin and 
Miſs Dorothy out, he returned for Ange- 
lina ;—but Mr. Eldwin, with more polite- 
neſs than he had ever aſſumed before, took 
her hand, and, with a degree of earneſtneſs 
that ſurpriſed her, expreſſed his fears that 
the journey would fatigue her. 


When they entered the room where 
they were to dine, Ethelind exclaimed— 
« T wiſh, my dear, from my heart, you 
had been with us in the phaeton; it was 
ſo prodigious. delightful, though amaz- 
ingly high: you cannot conceive how I 


Was frightened, for 1 expected every five 
| minutes 


* 
1 
wv * 
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minutes we ſhould have been over; but 
it was vaſtly agreeable, I aſſure you.“ 


« It muſt have been particularly ſo, cer- 
tainly,” ſaid Angelina, laughing. 


1 
1 


« Oh! but you cannot imagine how 


much I wiſhed you had been with us; 
for, I declare, I had not a ſoul to ſpeak to; 


never was any thing ſo monſtrous; he 
hardly opened his lips to me the whole 
way—ſo queer, you know, for a young 
man. Tam ſure, one would have thought 
all his treaſure had been with you, for he 
did nothing but keep looking back at the 
coach all the way: it was abominably pro- 
voking.” 


« How you talk, Ethelind,” ſaid Mr, 
Eldwin; “do you ſuppoſe men are always 
to be liſtening to your womaniſh non- 


ſenſe?— I dare fay, his thoughts were on a 
ſubject of high import. I ſpeak as I feel 
myſelf; for J am frequently ſo abſorbed, 


as to be wholly inattentive to the trifling 


converſation of the moment : and, no 
doubt, he was ſtudying.” 


« Certainly,” 
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OE Certainly,” ſaid Ethelind, “ he was 
ſtudying the dead languages, by the mute 


eloquence of his looks: but he ſhall ſtudy 
the living ones, before I go with him 


again.“ 


« It is a proof of his ſuperior ſenſe, 
Miſs Eldwin,” returned her brother; 


« for he mult be a fool, a very great fool, 
that has not a better method of amuſing 


- himſelf, than by feeding the vanity of wo- 
man. It is what no man of . will 


deſcend to,” 


ce A good reaſon why, brother; they are 


too much taken up in feeding their own.“ 


During this harangue Angelina with- 


drew to the window, where Montague 


ſoon after joined her, and, with his uſual 


_ politeneſs, began to apologize for his in- 
conſiſtent behaviour. This, though very 
grateful, was by no means neceſſary ; for, 
conſidering Ethelind already engaged to 
him, ſhe did not even think he ſhould. 
have acted otherwiſe and begged him not 


to 
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to apologize, as ſhe never felt herſelf of- 


| fended, unleſs ſhe knew it was meant. 


0 Miſs Aubrey is all goodneſs, he 


cried; and whilſt ſhe makes ſo excellent 


a diſtinction, there is no fear of her feel- 


ings ever being wounded.” - 


« How ſo, Sir?” ſaid Angelina. 


« Becauſe it is impoſſible,” he returned, 
« for any one ever voluntarily to offend 
her.“ | 


« She has no right,” ſhe replied, with a 
ſmile, © to wiſh ſo great an exemption ; 
it would make her too happy; and, per- 


haps, what is ſtill more dangerous, it 


would make her 700 proud.” 


« ] would defy it to do either,” cried 
Montague earneſtly, © whilſt ſhe makes ſo 


ſweet an acknowledgment.” 


« You are very good,” ſhe returned, 


ſmiling ; * for I ſee you are determined 


to 


A2 HE DECEIVES HIMSELF. 


to give me a happy idea of the world, and 
make me grateful to my fellow. creatures: 
and, indeed, 1 have often thought, that if 
ſuch leſſons as theſe were more frequently 
inculcated, it would be the happier for us 
all; for when J hear people painting hu- 
man nature in its moſt odious colours, I 
cannot help condemning them as the com- 

mon enemies of mankind.” | 


« But their motive,” ſaid Montague, 
*« 1s by no means condemnable, ſince they 
warn the inexperienced of vice.“ 


«© And ſhake their confidence in virtue,” 
cried Angelina. If it had been neceſ- 
ſary, nature would have implanted diſtruſt 
in the human breaſt; inſtead of which, 
the very characteriſtic of her children is 
artleflneſs and unſuſpicion.” —_ 


Angelina's language was the effuſion of 
a mind that exhibited a true picture of the 
bliſs which nature's children enjoy—open 
and ingenuous, innocent and unſuſpect- 
ing ;—her heart reſted with confidence on 

her 
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hon fellow-creatures—in honour of her 
God. 


« What ſay you ?” ſhe continued; * are 
not you of my opinion ? 


« To differ from you,” he cried, © would 
be an impeachment of ſenſe and reaſon ;— 
am ſincerely of your opinion had I been 
otherwiſe, your philanthropy would have 
made a convert of me. Happy, enviable 
ſtate! Oh, may you never know the pain 
and difficulty of teaching the heart to 

doubt, where it has once truſted !”? 


te I hope I never ſhall, Mr. Montague,” 
ſhe returned; * for there are ſome ſo 
high in my eſteem, that to find them un- 
worthy would be a diſappointment in- 
_ deed. I am too young to put much con- 
fidence in my own judgment, and, for 
want of a proper diſcrimination, I am too 
often committing errors; but their not 


being voluntary, I hope, will plead their 
excule.”” 


C (ood 
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© Good, as lovely!“ cried Montague 


earneſtly ; * this acknowledgment ren- 


ders you above all reproof, and makes you 
a thouſand times more amiable; for whilſt 
you continue thus diffident of yourſelf, 
you can never act materially wrong. But 


tell me, my ſweet young friend,” he con- 


tinued, with a ſmile, © how you intend to 


diſcharge theſe vaſt obligations to nature, 


who, not content with beſtowing on you a 
beautiful perſon, has made your mind the 
ſeat of every grace.“ 


% Do you ſay this, Mr. Montague, to 
eſtabliſh me in the faith of my favourite 


thefis—/7zcerity ; or are you willing to 


prove how far my credulity will lead me? 
—The obligations you ſpeak of, are, in my 
opinion, only to be diſcharged by exerting 
our abilities to the honour of him. who 
beſtowed them. You will think me too 
grave; for Ethelind ſays, it is eſteemed. 


very vulgar to moralize: but I have been 
ſo unuſed to repreſs my ſentiments, and 


am ſo apt to ſpeak what I think, that it 


muſt plead an apology. When we meet 
agaln 


Wy 
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again, I ſhall have been initiated into the 
faſhion of the great world; but Ethelind 


has given me poor encouragement—for 


ſhe ſays, I am a wretched pupil. 


“J am of her opinion,” cried Mon- 
tague ; © for, with all due deference to 
the fair tutoreſs, not one of the true diſci- 
ples of faſhion ever poſſeſſed a mind ſo 
ingenuous and delicate as Miſs Aubrey's.“ 


& A very pretty compliment, truly,” 
ſaid ſhe, laughing.—* Suppoſe I tell Ethe- 
lind what you ſay.” 


« You may tell it to Ethelind, to the 
whole world,” rejoined he carneſtly, 


The warmth of his manner ſtartled her, 
and ſhe made no reply, as he continued— 
« For who half ſo amiable, who half ſo 
lovely as ſhe?—Ah! if ſhe knew how much 
I admired her,—how much I honoured her 


virtues, -how- but I am talking at ran- 


dom: yet why ſhould I deny myſelf the 
pleaſure of profeſſing ?—But I diſtreſs you; 
= be 
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be not offended :—yet tell me, deareſt An- 
gelina—Miſs Aubrey I mean,—tell me you 


will ſometimes think of me for, oh! if 


your future felicity depended on my good 
wiſhes, you ſhould be the happieſt of hu- 
man — 


« ] ſhall always think of you, Sir, as 4 
Friend, with reſpect and gratitude.” 


« And ſuch you ſhall always find me,” 


he cried. But whilſt I am talking to 


you, I forget how much T am endangering 


my own happineſs.—Yet it may be a long 


period ere we meet again, and, in that 


time, all recollection of our preſent friend- 
ſhip may be baniſhed from your remem- 
brance.” i Ts 

« You are paying my heart and under- 
ſtanding a very ill compliment, in imagin- 
ing I can ſo ſoon forget my friends. Shall 
we not ſee you in London, Sir?” 


« Why does Miſs Aubrey aſk, when it 
is a matter of ſuch indifference to her?“ 


« Really,” 
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Really,“ ſaid Angelina, colouring vio- 
lently, „ you talk ſo unlike yourſelf, Mr. 
Montague, that if I did not know your 
mind, I ſhould think your ren was 
touched.“ 


« And - you ſure you do know my 
mind?” cried he, looking ſtedfaſtly at 
her. 


« No, indeed,” ſhe returned, ſmiling, 
« I am not ure of any ſuch thing Land 
if the boldneſs of the aſſertion requires 
juſtification, I have none to offer, I muſt 
therefore refer it to your examination; 
think I may venture.” 


e You do right,” ſaid he, “ in ſubmit- 
ting it to ſo impartial a judge: for fo 
much am. I devoted to Miſs Aubrey, and 
ſuch an intereſt have I in her pre/ent and 
Future happineſs, - ſuch confidence in her 
virtues, - and ſucha reverence for all thoſe 
amlable qualities which ſo much diſtin- 
guiſh her, that though ſhe herſelf pleaded 


guilty, 
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guilty, my heart would ſincerely, and my 
voice boldly, acquit her.” 


The latter part of his ſpeech was con- 
veyed with a force of feeling that could 
not be miſunderſtood, and the expreſſion 
of his countenance betrayed how deeply 
he felt what he ſaid. 


dine was red and white twenty 
times in a minute; his language was never 
before ſo animated. — She knew not how 
to reply to him; for underſtanding liter- 


ally what was metaphorically expreſſed, 


ſne had no anſwer to make him. 


« Forgive me, dear Miſs Aubrey, for 1 


know not what I have uttered ;—only ſay 
that you are not offended with me, for J 


dare not truſt myſelf longer with you.“ 


In a manner as unaffected as it was de- 
licate, ſhe held out her hand to him 
« We have always been friends, Mr. Mon- 
vc will part ſo.” | 


As 
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As ſhe uttered this, he looked at her 
with an air of tenderneſs, and, as if fearful 
of betraying himſelf farther, he graſped 
her hand in ſilence, and turned haſtily 


from her. 


She was ſo much affected by his man- 
ner, that, when ſhe ſat down to dinner, 


it was with difficulty ſhe concealed her 


emotion: her face glowed with the deep- 
eſt crimſon. Montague looked grave and 


thoughtful ;—and once on raiſing her head, 


ſhe caught his eye fixed on her, with an 
expreſſion of tenderneſs and regret. As 


ſoon as the cloth was removed, he ſtarted 
up, and making a haſty apology to Sir 
Edward and Lady Eldwin for his abrupt 


departure, without particularizing any 
one, hurricd away. 


Mercy on me,” cried Miſs Dorothy, 
as ſhe returned to the table, after watching 
him out of ſight, « and keep me from 
ſuch whimſical young fellows! Why was 
ever any thing ſo odd? ] am ſure I ſhould 

be very much offended, if I was you, 
SEE . D niece; 
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he was to have gone with us to Bath: did 


much before I invited him as I do now, I 


niece; for, I am ſure, I always underſtood 


not you, Lady Eldwin! ” = 
Les, I believe ſo,” ſhe returned; A 


« but he has behaved ſcandalouſly ; took 
no more notice of Ethelind than nothing 
when he went away. If I had known as 


declare I would never have aſked him to 
come.” 1] ady Eldwin then reprobated =» 


his conduct as much as ſhe before ex- 
tolled it. He was now artful and defign- 
ing in his attempt to achieve the affections 
of Ethelind; as from his departure, it was 
but too evident that her Ladyſhip's ſcheme 
was entirely fruſtrated. She vehemently 
exclaimed, that ſome means ſhould be 
taken to expoſe his duplicity. 


Sir Edward, who thought very little of 
his daughter, and leſs of his wife, made no 
comments on the matter; but, omg up 
his hat, left the room. 


Mr. Elin n who had liſtened 
with 


HE DECEIVES HIMSELF, #7 
with great attention to what his mother 
had ſaid, and for whoſe ignorance and 
folly he had no toleration, as even filial 
affection was abſorbed in the contempt he 
manifeſted for the whole ſex, now took 


upon him to anſwer, and warmly expoſtu- 


lated on the weakneſs of charging Mr. 
Montague with wiſhing to achieve Ethe- 
lind's affections, when no part of his con- 
duct indicated ſuch a deſign. 


0 You are the laſt perſon, Horace, that 
ſhould take his part; and as to his deſigns, 


they were plain enough, I am ſure ;—elle 
| why did he come to Eaſt Cliff?” 


« Did not your Ladyſhip urge him to 
viſit us; and, when he did, did not you 
court him to ſtay ?—The attention he paid 


to my ſiſter, I will venture to ſay, was no 


more than what common civility de- 
manded.” =, | 


« Aye to be ſure,” cried Miſs Dorothy, 

«« the men are always in the right: but 
let me tell you, nephew, that that civility 
- a N vou 
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you talk of is ſometimes of very fatal con- 


ſequence; —half ſentences, —languiſhing 


looks, and broken ſighs, — find their way 
to the heart of many an unſuſpicious girl, 


before ſhe is aware of the danger. Yet 


the gentleman, when taxed with having 


ſeduced her affections, declares he is very 
ſorry that his language has been miſinter- 


preted, for no ſuch intention ever entered 


his head, and all was the“ effect of com- 


mon ervility,” 


« The truth of this is illuſtrated by too 


many examples, I will allow,” ſaid Mr. 
Eldwin; « and if I thought Mr. Mon- 


tague capable of ſuch villany, I would 
puniſh him at the hazard of my life :—— 
but I know his heart is the ſeat of recti- 
tude and honour, and I will vouch for his 


Integrity. But your hopes, madam, (turn- 


Ing to his mother), are diſappointed ; you 
firmly expected that Montague would be 


enamoured of Ethelind ;—you taught her 
to expert it ; and now, if e feels the diſ- 


appointment, who is moſt to be con- 
mand?” | 
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« That is very fine talking,” returned 
her Ladyſhip; * but you will take any 
body's part, before you will your ſiſter's: 
however, it is no great matter, for I am 
ſure he is no loſs ; and I hope ſhe will 
think ſo, poor thing.” 


cc I hope ſo too, Madam,” faid Mr. Eld- 


win; „and I believe there is no fear, for 


ſhe is too volatile to think, and too indiſ- 
creet to be wiſe,” 


« Really you have a very high opinion of 


your ſiſter,” ſaid Miſs Dorothy: — it is 
a pity ſhe is not preſent to hear you.“ 


« T have the ſame opinion of her, Ma- 
dam, as I have of the majority of her ſex: 
and I never thought it worth my while to 
ſtudy the minds of any of them; I never 


look beyond the perſon of a lady: for 


Mr. Pope had my idea exactly when he 


ſaid, that « women have no characters at 
all.“ 


No characters, Sir! I don't under- 
I - ſtand 
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ſtand what you mean to inſinuate,” ex- 


claimed Miſs Dorothy, with a furious air. 
« No charagers ” 


« No, Madam, I repeat it—No cha- 


racters. But you don't underſtand my 


meaning. I ſpoke not in the general, but 


in the peculiar ſenſe of the word :—1 


mean“ 


« Don't tell me. what you mean,” cried 


ſhe, interrupting him with great violence. 


No characters, indeed I-II aſſure you, 


this is the firſt time any one dared reflect 
upon mine. have lived in the world for 
ſomething, to be ſure;—no character, in- 
deed !” | 


_« You won't hear me, Madam,” ſaid 


Mr. Eldwin.— But I am to blame ;—1I 


know not what impelled me to enter into 
any altercation with you; for, even if I was 
to deſcend to explain my meaning, in the 
preſent violence of your temper, * would 


not comprehend me.“ 


« Hold 
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« Hold your tongue, boy,” cried Miſs 
Dorothy, with a furious look ;—* let's 
have no more of your 1mpertinence,— 
don't think that I ſhall put up with jit.— 
Boys like you giving your opinion, and 
talking of women's characters. — What is 
Mr. Pope to me? I am ſure he was an ill- 
bred fellow for uſing ſuch an expreſſion; 
and as for you, you are the molt conceited- 


eſt boy I ever came up to.“ 


Mr. Eldwin, unable to hear patiently a 
repetition of the word boy, very wiſely 
quitted the room, muttering to himſelf as 
he went away ſomething about women and 
curſt tongues, 


Angelina, who fat at the window, was 
too much engaged by her own reflections 
to attend to this altercation ; the warmth 
of Montague's expreſſions ſtartled her; 
her ſurpriſe was perfectly genuine, for till 
now ſhe never entertained the ſmalleſt 
idea that he thought of her in any other 
light than that of a friend. His was a 
character ſo near her idea of perfection, 
D4 that 


diſtinction gratefully, that he, in whom 
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that ſhe hav always found a peculiar gra- 
tification in being held in his eſteem ; but 
fo far from a ſuſpicion that he entertained 
a more tender regard for her, ſhe had ever 


conſidered him unqueſtionably the future 
huſband of Ethelind ; in this light ſhe had 
treated him with an innocent freedom, 


and with that frankneſs ſo natural to her 
temper. She loved Ethelind tenderly, 


the ſaw innumerable inſtances of the good- 
neſs of her heart. She did not, indeed, 


know the ſtate of it in regard to Mon- 


tague, for it was a ſubject ſhe never talked 
on: yet Angelina thought it impoſſible 
that any perſon whoſe affections were diſ- 


engaged ſhould refuſe his addreſſes, whilſt 
they were ſanctioned by virtue. When 


ſhe reflected upon the delicate attention 


with which he had ever diſtinguiſhed her, 
it. united with his late conduct to con- 
vince her that ſomething more than eſteem 


and friendſhip was the itimulative of his 
actions: under any other circumſtances 
than the preſent, ſhe would have felt this 


ſhe 
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ſhe thought every virtue centered, deemed 


her worthy of his tendereſt regard. 


Angelina had often thought that a mind 
inferior to Montague's could have ren- 


dered Ethelind happy; at the ſame time, 


ſhe had no doubt that her ſweetneſs of 
temper would ſecure his affection. She 


knew the family were anxious for this 


union; and in the rectitude of her mind, 
however ſhe might feel flattered by his at- 
tention, ſne knew it was her duty to check 
it. For the firſt time ſince ſhe had known 
Montague, ſhe beheld his conduct in a 


leſs amiable light than ſhe ever wiſhed to 


view it in. If he has been trifling with 
Ethelind's feelings, ſhe thought, where is 


his honour? Perhaps he will ſay he has 


not formally addreſſed her. What of that; 
he may have engaged her affection; and 
whether by the powers of eloquence, or 


mute attention, if he has made her un- 


happy, his conduct cannot be juſtified. 


Shall 7 then, I in whom: Mie 
fides,—ſhe who is ever ready to embrace 
72 1 
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an opportunity of diſplaying what few 


accompliſhments J poſſeſs, —who am de- 
pendent on her father,—a ſtranger in the 
family, —ſhall I be the means of rendering 
her, perhaps, for ever miſerable. —Forbid 
it every principle of humanity! Once 
ſhe thought of opening the ſubject to 


Ethelind ; but it was a delicate one, and 


ſhe had not reſolution to broach it. 


A few days put an end to her ſuſpenſe; 
for in ſpite of her determination not to 
think of Montague, he was ever upper- 
moſt in her thoughts. Miſs Dorothy, 
with her uſual violence of temper, was ex- 
claiming againſt the perfidiouſneſs of man. 
Montague was particularly condemned for 


his late conduct to her niece, Ethelind, 


who was preſent, laughed heartily at the 
charge, and fully acquitted him of ever 
having endeavoured, by word or look, to 
engage her affections: ſhe declared, in 
her.uſual volatile ſtile, her heart was never 
more light than at that moment : obſerv- 
ing, that there were many women Whoſe 


minds were more congenial to his than her 
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own. © ] believe,” ſaid ſhe, © he has 
found one,” and ſhe ſmiled archly at her 
couſin. 


This converſation put to flight all A 
gelina's doubts of Montague's honour, 
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CHAP. III. 


ON the ſecond day after their leaving 
Eaſt Cliff they arrived at Bath. A houſe 


in the Lower Creſcent had been previouſly 
taken, thither they repaired. Here Ange- 


lina was to partake of thoſe pleaſures ſhe 
had fo long and ardently wiſhed for. At 
no time of life can the charms of novelty 
have that aſcendancy over the human 
Heart, as at that period when youthful in- 
experience ſeeks to realize the illuſive 
ſcenes its flattering fancy hath pourtrayed. 
An entire new world opened before her, 


and he found herſelf: encircled by thoſe 
votaries of faſhion who ſeek pleaſure amidſt 


the ſcenes of diſſipation, extravagance, 
and folly ; but all was new, and to her 
: 3 young 
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young mind all- was delightful. The 
hurry of viſitors, the conſtant ſucceſſion of 
engagements to which Lady Eldwin was 
devoted, precluded almoſt intirely the ex- 
erciſe of thoſe rational amuſements that 
had hitherto formed the chief of — 
lina's eren 


Lady Eldwin was once more in her me- 
ridian, whirling away in the vortex of 
faſhionable gaieties; gaieties which, dur- 
ing her reſidence at Eaſt Cliff, ſne conſi- 
dered as the ſummit of all earthly happi- 
neſs; and where the pri vation of them had 
been to her a ſource of continued uneaſi- 
neſs, and unceaſing regret: ſhe was now 
once more in poſleſſion of them, yet hap- 
pineſs and her Ladyſhip were never more 
diſtant. Envy, and all the baſe paſſions 
of a little mind, effectually precluded en= - 
joyment ; for not the ſplendour of equi- 
page, the pompous diſplay of munificence, 
not all the concomitant appendages of an 
elevated ſtate, could beſtow tranquillity; 
ſomething more was wanting there 
were ſituations ſtill more exalted there 


were 


* 11 
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—— 


were titles yet more dignified ;—and 1 
theſe her Ladyſhip unceaſingly ſighed, 
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Sir Edward, who had hitherto ſnunned 
4 theſe ſcenes of diſſipation as inimical to 
14 his intereſt and his character, now entered 
I. into them with the ſame avidity ;—there 
was but one ſpecies of folly he avoided ;— 
he was no gameſter ;—but there was hard- 
1 ly a merit in his forfearance, — for avarice, 
* not principle, with-held him: —he was a 5 
1 conſtant votary at the ſhrine of Bacchus - 
1 ſcarce an evening clos'd, whereon he was 3 
I not inebriated.—If ever he was happy, ie 
Wl was in that ſtate for, in his ſober mo- 
ments, he was gloomy, abſent, and re- 
1 ſerved. _ : 4 


11 To all the viſitors, Angelina was re- 3 
| | preſented by her Ladyſhip as a poor rela. 
tion, dependent on the family ;—a mere WP 
ſimple country girl, whom they had taken 3 
out of compaſſion. This effectually de- ; 
prived her of that reſpect and attention. 
which, in a more elevated ſituation, ſhe 1 


would have commanded. — The —— 1 
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of her education, precluded her from pre- 


ſenting herſelfas a dazzling object of admi- 


ration for, tho* ſhe was miſtreſs of almoſt 


all the external accompliſhments of youth, 


ſhe had not yet acquired ſufficient courage 


todiſplay them. Still thisunaffected artleſs- 


neſs was tempered with dignity Hand her 


open and ingenuous manners, if they did not 


immediately ſtrike the gay and thought- 
leſs, were ſure to intereſt the ſenſible and 
the grave. By moſt of the females, ſhe was 
looked on with contempt,—and by the 
men with indifference and neglect, tho? 
they careleſsly allowed her to be a divine- 
ly handſome girl but the magnetic 


Power of wealth was not poſſeſſed by An- 
gelina :—but if fe was neglected, Miſs 
 Eldwin was adored. —She was beautiful, 


ſhe was accompliſhed no eulogium was 


ſufficient to expreſs half the delight ſhe 


inſpired ;—her wit was applauded, — her 
open and free manners extolled to the 
ſkies; it was the criterian of innocence, 
whilſt the timid bluſh, and averted eye of 


modeſty, was changed into ſheepiſhneſs and 
inſipidity ;—but Sir Edward was rich, and 


the 
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the fortune Ethelind was entitled to, 
formed an attraction, that drew all hearts . 
to its centre. | WM 


Among the various characters who were Y 
received at Sir Edward's, and that particu- | 
| larly diſtinguiſhed themſelves by the fre- 
| | gquency of their viſits, were Captain North- 

; 

| 


land, and Sir Francis Twiſden ;—the for- 3 
mer a young man who had been in the ſa 
line but, from ſeveral inſtances he had 
given of his incapability, he had been ig- 6 
nobly diſmiſſed the ſervice ;—and, having 2 
| no inclination to enter into any other, he 3 
1 freely indulged in that laſſitude and eaſe, ® 
1 that had always diſtinguiſhed his character; 1 *E 
I and he was now lounging his time away at 1 
Bath, greedily looking forward to inveſt ; 1 
himſelf with a fortune, by taking to him- | 2 
* a wife. "BF 


Sir Edward had been intimately ac- 
quainted with his family, before he left 
Scotland ;—and, as the ſon of an old 9 
friend, and a young man out of employ, he 2M 
* him a general invitation to his table. 4 

Nothing 
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Nothing could have offered to have for- 


varded the Captain's deſigns fo effectually, 


ſince, to be conſtantly admitted at Sir Ed- 


ward's, and to be allowed to attend Lady 
Edwin as a ceciſbeo,—gave him an air of 


conſequence, not more flattering to his va- 
nity, than promotive of the alliance his am- 
bition aſpired to: he ſoon became a fa- 
vourite with her Ladyſhip for, eaſily diſ- 


covering the littleneſs of her nature, he 


learnt to adminiſter that ſpecies of adula- 
tion, which never fails to conquer the 
mind of a weak and vain woman.—He 
was her conſtant attendant to all public 
places ;—whatever difficulties occurred, he 


was applied to ;—and his ready compli- 


ance with her wiſhes, —his eagerneſs to 
oblige,—and his never failing coincidence 
with her opinions,—gave him that-aſcen- 
dency over her, that inſured him a ſucceſs 
in his plans, almoſt beyond his moſt ſan- 


guine expectations. 


— 


Sir Edward, who was a cloſe obſerver of 


men and manners, and who could always 


much eaſier detect the vices, than give 
credit 
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credit. to the virtues of the heart, —now 


beheld, with a penetrating eye, the diſpo- 
ſition of his gueſt ;—and, not willing to ex- 
pole Ethelind to the inſinuating addreſſes 
of a fortune-hunter,—he, with an exertion 


that latterly ſcldom diſtinguiſhed him, in- 


veſtigated every feeling and movement of 
this young man's heart. His. knowledge 


of character, his long intercourſe with 


the world, and his. experience in its mazy 
windings, rendered him as capable as moſt 
men, of judging what paſſed there. After 
a cloſe examination, he diſcovered that the 
Captain's vacuity of mind rendered him 
too inſignificant for his ſerious attention; 
—yet he involuntary became his friend. 


To a oſt e adds the "og 
tain joined manners kind and gentle ;— 
there was a reſerve in his diſpoſition, that 
ſeemed the reſult of a conſcious ſenſe of 


mental inferiority :—to this the Captain 


added a well-feigned ſimplicity of cha- 
racer, that gained that attention, which a 
liberal mind involuntarily pays to the na- 


tive virtues of the heart, though the in- 
tellectual 


— 
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tellectual abilities bear no proportion to its 


apparent worth ¶ but in the latter part of 


his character, Sir Edward was deceived ;— 
and who will wonder at the fallibility of 
his judgment, when oppoſed to that of cun- 


ning and diſſimulation? this was the Cap- 


tain's genuine character; for, whilſt he 
was creeping into the boſom of Sir Ed- 


ward's family, he was meditating a ſcheme 


to wound them in the tendereſt point: he 


had learnt to regulate his conduct by the 
niceſt rules of art; for he could accom- 
modate his ſentiments to every variety of 
character — and, had his underſtanding 
been equal to his craft, he might have been 
dangerous indeed - but luckily, the 
weakneſs of his head made him too con- 


temptible to be feared, and rendered Ethe- 


lind invulnerable to all his advances. 


In vain he ſtrove to engage her attention 
by all the common- place and unmeaning 
proteſtations that generally accompany in- 
tereſted adorers, for ſhe turned from him 


with a contempt that the weakneſs of his 


head, and the ſpeciouſneſs of bis heart in- 
ſpired. os He 


—— 
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He talked before the family of the juſt 


ſenſe he had of Sir Edward's attention to- 
wards a young man in his fituation ;— but 


when only in the preſence of his daughter, 


he could repreſent the cruelty of her refuſ- 
ing his addreſſes. At theſe unguarded 


moments, every idea of what he owed to 


hoſpitality was baniſhed from his mind, 


and it was wholly occupied by the ſupe- 


rior reſpect he paid to his own intereſt. 


Sir Francis Twiſden was a mo leſs dif- 
tinguiſhed character :—he was a Baronet 


of large independence, but his mind was 


ſo enthralled in the fetters of faſhion, that 


he forgot it had any other claim on it ;— 


he affected all thoſe arts and. puerilities 
that diſtinguiſh the Voltaries of faſhion.—_ 


An inattention to all mental employments, 


left his mind wholly uninformed —he 


aimed to appear a man of the Jon, careleſsly 


aſſuming a contempt for every ones opi- 


nion, - whilſt it coſt him half his time ſo 


to faſhion his deportment and conduct, as 


to attain the character of an ennui. Every 


rational being he impreſſed with contempt, 
| for 


So 


4+ Ed 
mote) OE IIS IG n 25 
8 > 282] aA” A IONS. KIN E 
. $55 * 8 83 To 5 N ee en 
E 1 * 
12 „% OF VERIIETIES 
* EE OS „ NN 
Th = 


12 


2 1 $4 wth A D F 2 y — 
. 2 2 Nes 3 8 _ - 2 n 
2 1 J 75 8 22 1 "WF, SES 8 = D . r EY — 1 A 1 5% 6 2 e 3 > e YO WO, UG — — 
r FFC ˙²˙—0cr‚ęę !. ̃ ꝓ) 8 8 oo” OY OE TO n cr r n e — 
FCC as ©, £- BTID earn gd BO oeT r A II BETS . 1 IF, f 8 * n r (= 
8 . 2 ooo oe ens De SN 2 ae Do Das EEE LEN — . 2 e AP „ — 
N 5 y N 5 . . TS MN NE Ne CIP =o 2 — ; . 2 1 oy 2 f op 
2 . 4 4 % 7 4 na * 5 y 2 ce R FS 6 * A e 7 . v 


ED 
NES 


Pp 


HE DECEIVES HIMSELF, . 69 


for his egregious affectation. Yet this 
impreſſion made by his general appear- 
ance, was for want of knowing him better; 
for, under this diſguiſe, he concealed a 
hcart alive to many virtues. 


How ſtrange, how incomprehenſible is 
man, endowed with thoſe operative 


powers of the mind that diſtinguiſh his 
ſpecies from the brute creation, adorned 
with thoſe virtues that humanize the heart, 


—and. with thoſe reflections that elevate 


the ſoul. Yet allowing theſe advantages 


to be ſo wretchedly perverted, as to coun- 
teract the very deſign for which they were 
graciouſly beſtowed. 


The Baronet. was involuntarily ſtruck 
with admiration of Angelina ;—but un- 
luckily, ſhe was not entered into the liſt 
of faſhion ;—and to have betrayed an at- 
tention for one thus humiliatingly thought 


of, would have been making too great a 


ſacrifice to reaſon and nature. 


Angelina, who knew not that ſhe was 
| honored 
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honored with his regard, beheld him with 


a contempt, mingled with fear, at the un- 


reſtrained freedom with which he was wont 
to addreſs her ;—and, from the variety of 
ſtrange and unintelligible characters ſhe 
was compelled to mingle with, ſhe felt her 
mind inſenſibly more and more attached 
to the ſuperior and diſtinguiſhed virtues of 


| Montague :—and, when the charms of no- 


velty were ſomewhat ſubſided, ſhe be- 
gan to find that the delight ſhe had antici- 


pated on her firſt arrival at Bath, was far - 


from being realized ;—but there was little 
time for reflection ;—all retroſpection was 
abſorbed in the preſent, and half the de- 
light of the preſent, was in anticipating _ 


future. 


She looked forward to their arrival in 
London, with all the impatience natural 


to youth; — there happineſs would be per- 


manent; — every wiſh of her heart was di- 
rected to the completion of this journey 
ſhe ſhould then be freed from the reſtraint 
impoſed on her by ſuch a continued ſuc- - 
ceſſion of viſitors ; — and, as was her 
wonted 
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wonted cuſtom at Eaſt Cliff, freely to in- 
dulge in thoſe contemplative pleaſures, 
that occaſionally ſuited the temper of her 


mind. Yet her heart naturally gay, alive 


equally to pleaſure as to pain, was not in- 


ſenſible to the gaieties that ſurrounded 


her, —and, whilſt ſhe ardently longed for 
.the hour that was to ſeparate her from 
them, ſhe innocently endeavoured to ex- 
tract as much rational enjoyment as they 


were capable of beſtowing. 


<< 
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CHAP. Iv. 


* 


ONE morning when the ladies were re- 
turning with a large party from Lanſdown, 
eſcorted by Sir Francis and Captain 
Northland, they were accoſted by a young 
woman, who, running up to them almoſt 
out of breath, demanded of them if they 
could tell her the way to Pierpoint Street; 
her words were almoſt rendered inarticu- 
late from the viſible fright ſhe was in 
ſhe was a young looking creature, but ſo 
oddly dreſſed, as excited in her auditory 
more inclination to ridicule than commi- 


ſerate her but too apparent diſtreſs :—ſhe_ 
repeated the queſtion two or three times 
before ſhe obtained any anſwer, when 


Captain Northland obſerved, that it was at 


no 
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_ 
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no great diſtance, and any one would direct 


her ;—and then whiſpering the ladies 


that ſhe looked like an 1mpoſtor, they all 
walked on. 


Angelina would have followed, but, 
touched by the young woman's diſtreſs, ſhe 
ſtopped, and detaining Sir Francis, intreat- 
ed him, 1t he knew where it was, to con- 
duct the young ſtranger. 


« Oh, the thing is quite impoſlible,” 
cricd this filly young man, lowering 
his voice to Angelina,—* It would be the 
moſt petrifying thing in the world, to be 
met with ſuch an oer figure, for there is 
nothing ſo painful toa man, that is poſſeſſed 
of feeling, as to be made to act contrary to 
his character zit is what I can't bear.” 


« And ſhould not the individual, do you 
think Sir Francis, who feels ſo much for 
| himſelf, recolle& that a little humanity 
is due to his fellow creatures. Now I am 
ſure, continued Angelina perſuaſively, 
« you will not think it too great a ſacrifice 

. * of 
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ot inclination to attend the ſtranger, when 
put in competition with having relieved 
| her.” £6 | 


The reſt of the party had now walked 


on, regardleſs of what paſſed; and, without 


anſwering her, the Baronet would have 
followed ;—but Angelina perceiving the 


young woman's agitation increaſe, earneſt- 


ly intreated him to conduct her, repre- 
ſenting the inhumanity of his refuſing :— 
but no intreaties could prevail; and here 
the rhetoric of a Cicero would have failed. 
Sir Francis was one of thoſe gentlemen, 
w hoſe puſillanimous dread of ,d, 


made him as ſedulouſly ſubdue thoſe af- 


fections of the mind that form the bond of 


ſociety, as if it was entirely incompatible 


with high breeding to cheriſh humanity ; 
and the dread of being ſeen with a young 
waman, whoſe external appearance did not 
come under the denomination of a fa/h- 
zonable, was a ſufficient excuſe to his own 


mind for refuſing to attend her ;—there- 


fore, turning to Angelina, he declared that 


_— he had the higheſt ſatisfaction in 
_ obliging 
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obliging whenever it was in his power; yet, 
on this occaſion, it militated too much 
againſt his inclination ; therefore muſt 
beg to be excuſed ,-for, if he ſhould be 
met. by any of his acquaintance, it would 


be a ſubjeR for them of everlaſting ridi- 


cule :—* and only conceive what a diſ- 
treſs I ſhould be in;” he continued, © I 
ſhould never recover the chagrine. 


cc Why, Sir?“ aſked Angelina. 


cc Why, Madam, | why—Oh, what an ob- 
ſcure queſtion !” 


cc T ſhould think it a very fair one, how- 


ever,” ſaid Angelina, © for I can't poſſibly 
Imagine that the folly and levity of thoſe, 


who are inſpired with ridicule by an act 
of good nature, can either occaſion you 


Al fireſs © or as an 


« Not diſtreſs or chagrine Oh, you aſ- 
toniſh me ; but now I recollect, you were 
brought up in the country, and are yet un- 


acquainted with the on: but come, Lady 


E 2 Eldwin 
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Eldwin will conclude we are loſt, and it 
will certainly appear quite unfaſh——to 
ſtay ſo far behind, —ſhall we go?” = 


« Why, it is high time, indeed,” ſaid An- 
gelina, for we have detained this lady 


the gc adneſs to follow Lady Eldwin, and 
ſay, —that as the ſtranger was wholly un- 
acquainted with Bath, I have taken the li- 
berty to aſk her Ladyſhip's milliner, who 
lives near the Pump-Room, to let one of 


] will then return to the creſcent.” 
« You are very obliging,” cried the 
—and then, with the air of a man who 
thought it ſo, he hurried away, promiſing 
to acquaint her Ladyſhip. 
The young woman, in default of other 
language, unable to expreſs her gratitude, 


burſt into tears :—the former, ſenſibly 


intereſted for her than ever ; and, had ſhe 
2 . obeyed 


long enough ;— however, if you will have 


her young women conduct her home ;— — 


Baronet, © it was a very lucky thought; 


touched thereby, felt herſelf more deeply 


Ret, 
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obeyed the impulſe of the moment, would 


have inquired the young woman's addreſs; 
but happily recollecting Lady Eldwin's 
contempt of every one of inferior rank to 
her own, ſhe checked herſelf ; and with 
all that good-nature which ever diſtin- 
guiſhed her, talked on indifferent ſub- 
jects, till they reached the milliner's, 


where, as ſoon as the requeſt was made, 


it was complied with : and, after receiving 
the thanks of the ſtranger, ſhe returned to 
the creſcent, ſecure in the approbation of 
her own heart, and in that of the reſt of the 


family, 


But in the latter ſhe was unhappily de- 


ceived; for the moſt opprobrious language 


was hardly ſufficient to expreſs her Lady- 


ſhip's reſentment at the liberty taken of 


carrying a vulgar wrelch to her milliner's, 
and one who, from her appearance, was 


an zmpoſtor. 


« The lighteſt provocation that is borne 
with humility, reflects a n on | the 


injured.“ 


EI: Angelina 
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Angelina was filent ; ſhe had no excuſe 
to offer but what was diaated by huma- 
nity; ever open to conviction, and ever 
ready to condemn herſelf where reaſon was 


enforced. But this Lady Eldwin was not 


miſtreſs of, and from her weak and futile 
arguments, Angelina felt herſelf — 


in what ſhe had done. 


In retiring to her own room after this 
harangue, ſhe could not help reflecting on 
what had paſſed. Sir Francis, whom ſhe 
had always confidered merely as a ſimple 
young man, now diſguſted her more than 
ever; and Lady Eldwin never appeared 1 in 


a leſs amiable light. 


Good heavens !” cried ſhe, © that the 


free exertion of thoſe feelings, which are 


extended to the relief of our fellow-crea- 
tures, and ſo grateful to the heart of the 
poſſeſſor, are to be induſtriouſſy bartered 
for the cold inſenſibility that faſhion pre- 


ſcribes.” 


On the following morning, when Ange- 
| _—_ lina | 


hd * ns s * 
5 * as D E „ 5 
« 8 e 3 "RN, dt 1 
7c ES es 
el * $a, Ma * LA % 7 Sos. 


* ws 3 
/ : n 0 . 
2-866 ee 1 * . 2 3 
n 1 2 3 a 2 
OILS WE Ig * ks We es as 3 3 
* 00 & Ye 3 * 2 LAG 8 Fn 
ä e 


7 4 CE PE I OAT 
W 
8 


3 


HE DECEIVES HIMSELF, 79 


lina and Ethelind were going to the Pump- 


Room with a party of young people, they 


ſtopped at a trinker ſhop to make fome 
purchaſes. They had ſcarce entered, when 
2 violent altercation was heard at the door, 


between Philip who attended them, and 
an old gentleman, who almoſt immediately 


bounced into the ſhop, imprecating curles 
on the fellow in waiting. 


He was followed by a young woman, 
who, in gentler language, endeavoured to 


appeaſe his anger. 


700 Dew ret me,” he cried, them there 


fellows are a peſt to the place, and if I had 


any influence in the Corporation, I'd have 
them excluded the City; for what with 
them, and the puppies who ſwing about 
with their jirk-boxes, or ſedan-chairs, or 
whatever you pleaſe to call them, ſqueez- 
ing one up againſt the wall through all the 
little alleys, (and there is a plentiful heap 


of them), I ſay, a man has little chance of 


coming off with a whole ſkin.” 
| | 


E4 ;́ Ethelind, 
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er behold ſuch a figure Ha ſtifled 
| he! 
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Ethelind, - fearing Philip had offered. 


ſome indignity to the ſtranger, began to 
apologize. 


© Aye, ave!” cried he, „them there are 


very fine ſpeeches to make, but they won't 


ſatisfy a man for being abuſed, Stared at 


Jenny,—ſneered at my velvet coat,—grin- 
ned. at my flapped hat,—aſked if my but- 
tons were intended for ſhields, —and how 


long we had quitted the Ark ?—Oh the 
depravity of this impudent age !—when a 


man cannot ſtep among. his fellow-crea- 
tures if he is not decked out like the pup- 
pies of the day,—but that he muſt be in- 
ſulted by their lackies.— This comes of 


Jenny's wanting to ſee Bath, — I am 
an old fool to be coaxed into it. 


The eccentricity of his manner, and his 


antique figure, drew the attention and ri- 
dicule of his auditors; Angelina excepted, 
who was in the back part of the ſhop, 
making a few purchaſes; when her ears 


' were aſſailed with, what a fright did 


£ 
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he! —hel—and a great many more exc la- 


mations from the fair impertinents; and. 


coming forward, to her ſurpriſe, ſhe diſ- 
covered in the young woman, the ſtranger 


ſhe had ſo happily relieved the day before: 
the latter, colouring deeply, with an em- 


barraſſed air, would have avoided obſer- 
vation. 


When the old man obſerving Angelina 
accoſt her, in a very abrupt manner ex- 
claimed“ Why, Jenny, child !—why, 


| where did you go for to pick acquaintance 
with theſe fine folks!“ 


She anſwered, with much confuſion, 
that it was the lady to whom ſhe had been 
ſo much indebted a few days before. She 
then unintelligibly related wank had 


dans TY 


here, there,” cried the old man, 


checking her, for ſhe was talking in a 


manner too incoherent to be une. 


= that will do, that will do, child,” 


E 5 « And 


- 
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« And ſo, Miſs,” turning to Angelina, 
te it was you ſhewed my Jenny the way, 
when the fooliſh child went for to loſe 


herſelf. Miſs, I thank you for your kind- 


neſs; and ſo would Jenny too, only the 


child has not a happy knack of * 


herſelf.“ 


The oddneſs of this ſpeech excited a 
general ſmile; and Angelina was prevented 


from replying to it by his immediately 


turning to. Sir Francis Twiſden, who was 


purchaſing an eye-glaſs, which the woman 


of the ſnop was faſtening to a ribbon that 
hung ſuſpended from his breaſt. 


— Pray, young gentleman, what is that 
fine kickſhaw for?“ he demanded. 


« It 1s, Sir,” anſwered Sir Francis, tak- 


ing it up, and twirling it in his fingers, — 


« It is, Sir, juſt to view one's acquaintance 


or friends through, or any other trifling 


objects. I would recommend you to buy 
one; you cannot conceive the utility of 
it.“ 


« buy 


1 
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ee J buy one,” ſaid the old man; “ a 
good joke truly No, no; though I am 
going down hill, young man, I am not ſo 
blind as to want a glaſs to diſcover the 


fopperies of the preſent age, they are con- 


ſpicuous enough, God Khows ;—am not 


ſo purry- eyed as that comes to neither.” 


« Purry-eyed!” reiterated the beau with 
contempt. I don't underſtand you. If 
you imagine I wear this becauſe 1 want it, 
you are very much miſtaken; I can ſee as 
well without it, as with it; only it be- 
comes uſeful becauſe it is faſhionable, — 
being quite the go. A man to uſe a thing 


becauſe he immediately wants it, is quite 


an abſurd thing; thoſe are ruſty maxims 
of the old ſchool, and what we men of in- 
dependent ſpirits deſpiſe.“ 


«© Ruſty enough,” cried the ſtranger ; 
ce and till they are brightened up, and 
brought into play again, we ſhall ſee no 
more poliſhed gentlemen.” 


« Ah! ah! ah!—a monſtrous good one 
my that,” 
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that,” returned the Baronet, «© though a 
little out of the way. Why you are quite 
a character, Sir,—a downright punſter, by 
my conſcience !—a little ſevere though. — 
Ah! ah! ah II ſhan't forget it. Pardon : 
me for laughing.” 


« Freely, Sir,“ returned the ſtranger, 
very gravely; © for I rather think ſuch 
language is quite new to you,—and every 
blockhead loves novelty. But I think you 
ſaid, this bauble became uſeful becauſe 
faſhionable, being quite the go. So able 
an illuſtration of the word uſeful I never 
before heard : perhaps you will favour us 
with explanatory notes. 


« Oh, certainly ! returned Sir Francis a 
turning to the ladies, in a half whiſper, 
« Now I'll ee the old quiz. 


« Take care,” cried Ethelind, laughing, 
c that you don't 2g yourſelf firſt,” 


This ſpeech was the moſt unfortunate 
: for Sir Francis, and more embarraſſed him 
| than 


= 
* 
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than all that had been ſaid from the 


ſtranger ; for taking the old man for a foot 
himſelf, he did not doubt but all preſent 
were of the ſame opinion; he would now 
have receded, but it was too late, his anta- 
goniſt waited his proceeding. 


« And ſo, Sir,” eried 8 Sir Francis, 4 1 
did ſay it was uſeful, becauſe it was 
faſhionable; and it is not only uſeful on 
that account, but on another, for though 
it isa very faſhionable appendage, i it is alſo 
of great utility.” 


« Tell it us, tell it us,” cried the old 
man, rubbing his hands, 


« Why, in the firſt place, when I meet 
a pretty modeſt girl, it gives me an oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing her to the beſt advantage; 


I walk towards her, and preſen my glaſs; 


her bluſhes heighten every charm, my cu- 
rioſity is gratified, and thus I diſplay my 
gallantry.” 


« Clearly proved, very clearly proved, „ 
cried 
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bh dried the old gentleman; © and you are 

. right, for it is very uſeful; for then you 

1 immediately diſcover the claſs you belong 
to, and, inſtead of feeding her vanity, her 
pride is wounded by —_ inſulted by a 

monkey. 2 


Upon my word, Sir, I muſt ſay, you 
are a little odd,” cried Sir Francis, with 
an air the moſt abaſned. 1—I—ſeldom - 
have met with ſuch an eccentric before— 
rather abrupt, very much ſo, I muſt con« 
feſs. Ladics, are you ready ? This is the 
hour for the Pump-Room ; we ſhall meet 
every body there: beſides, you know my 
penchant for a crowd. Come, ladies, or I. 
ſhall have the mortification to go by my- 
Telf.” Sir Francis was evidently alarmed, 
ring the ſtranger would 1 renew the ſub. 
Jet. e 


4 Pray, young gentleman, do you drink 
the Bath waters?“ ſaid the ſtranger. 


8 Sir,” cried Sir Francis, looking as if 
he knew not what was beſt to reply. 
Les, 


1 
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ec Yes, Sir !—Do you drink the Bath 


waters? Is the queſtion ſo Pony that you 
cannot anſwer the old quiz.“ 


Sir Francis was not aware that the 
ſtranger had overheard what he had ſaid to 


Ethelind, he looked more abaſhed than 


ever; and twirling his rattan with an air 
the moſt ſimple, —“ I; muſt be a matter 
of total indifference to you, Sir, whether I 
drink them or not; it is a queſtion the 
moſt unetiquettiſh that a man could aſk a 


gentleman.” 


« And that is the reaſon you cannot an- 


ſwer it, I ſuppoſe. But, come Jenny,“ 


dragging the young woman to the counter, 


« what fine pimcracks is it you want? 
One would think you were chuſing a huſ- 
band, you are fo difficult. Make haſte 
child, I cannot be ſtaying here all day.” 


The ladies and Sir Francis had now left 
the ſhop : but before they had gone half a 
dozen paces from the door, a voice ex- 
claiming— “ Young gentleman !—Mr. So- 


 lomon !”? 


- 


38 HE DECEIVES HIMSELF, 

lomon!” arreſted their attention; and Sir 
Francis involuntarily turning round, be- 
held the ſtranger at the door of the ſhop 
they had quitted, holding up his cane 
with a very facetious ſmile, and, in a voice 
the moſt audible, exclaiming—* If you 
aregoing to the Pump-Room, make intereſt 
with the nymph of the ſpring for ſome of 
the waters that relieves the head of a 
ſupor ; that when you meet the old quiz 
again, you may be able to pe him.“ 


« Oh, the execrable bore!” cried Sir 
Francis, turning to the ladies ; when per- 
cciving them laughing, he cried “ I am 
ſurpriſed the vulgarian, the fool, can excite 
one riſible faculty.” At this inſtant they 
were joined by Lady Eldwin, Miſs Doro- 
thy, and Captain Northland, who were to 
meet them at the Pump-Room. 


„My dear Madam,” cried Ethelind, 
ce we have been ſo diverted.” _ 


« Miſs Eldwin,” ſaid Sir Francis, © do 
not mention it; it is a ſubject not fit for 
a a lady 
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a lady to ſpeak of, and ſo amazingly petri- 
fying and diſagreeable, that I mean to for- 
get it myſelf,” 


This ſpeech, which Miſs Dorothy over- 
heard, awakened her curioſity, which was 
not caſily ſatisfied ; and interrogating Ethe- 
lind, ſhe drew from her what had paſted, 
in defiance of the frowns of Sir Francis. 


Lady Eldwin was highly diverted, pro- 
teſting it muſt have been exceſſively droll 
to have heard the ignorant old fellow talk- 


ing of faſhion. 


6e don't think Sir Francis thought it 
fo,” ſaid Ethelind archly. 


„ "On, yet, 1 did r* he continued. 
% You know how J laughed—did not 1?” 
appealing to one of the ladies. 


Oh, yes,” ſhe returned, * exceſſively! 
Jam ſure I thought I ſhould have died 
when he called you a + and you 
looked ſo amazingly queer.” 

« Heavens,” 
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« Heavens,” cried Lady Eldwin, « what 
an expreſſion how ſhocking !—Surely he 
muſt be ſome low mechanic,—ſuch people 
as that are quite a peſt to ſociety. I am 
ſure it would be an exceſſive delightful 
plan to have a law made that would en- 


tirely prevent them from mixing in ſuch 


places as this, for there 1s ſuch a medley. 
here, it 1s quite ſhocking ; and there are 


ſome ſo abominably impudent, that even 


titles won't awe them.“ 


cc Oh, what a charming idea of your | 


Ladyſhip's!” liſped one of the miſſes: 
« only I would have the law cxtended to 
all old people; for then we ſhould not be 
bored with the queer manners of the laſt 


century from old batchelor uncles, and 


maiden aunts.” 


Give me leave to ſay,” cried Miſs Do- 
rothy, that if ſuch a law was to take 
place, more than a third of thoſe who were 


' left, would be nothing but idiots. The 


young people of this day devote too much 
; 15 time 


1 


1 
>> 
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time to their toilette, to allow them any 
for intellectual knowledge.“ 


« T beg your pardon, Madam. When 
I ſpoke, I forgot there was an old l i in 
company.“ ſaid Miſs Clinton. 


« An old lady, Madam I fancy you 
do not know what you are talking of; 
this is the firft time I ever was conſidered 
ſo before, I aſſure you. Bleſs my heart 
old indeed !—I fancy you will not think ſo 
when you are my age, Madam: for, as I 
ſaid before, this is the it time I was ever 
called ſo.” | 


« I beg your pardon, Madam,” cried 
Captain Northland; „ but, I aſſure you, it 
was only yeſterday that I heard a gentle- 
man aſk who that old lady was, meaning 
you, Madam, that lived at Sir Edward's.” 


« He was an impudent fellow, PII an- 
ſwer for it,” ſaid Miſs Dorothy . and 
for your own credit, Sir, you ſhould not 
have 
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have mentioned it ;—ſuch companions re- 
flect no honour on you, let me tell you.“ 


« Heavens!” ſaid Sir Francis, —“ he 


muſt have been a dolt, an idiot, to have 


made uſe of ſuch an epithet, if he had 
once ſeen you, Madam. If I had been 
aſked ſuch a queſtion, I ſhould have diſtin- 
guiſhed you by the appellation of young.” 


« Sir,” cried Miſs Dorothy, ſimpering, 
you are too polite, —exceſſively obliging ; 


but I know you are a gentleman of great 


penetration.“ 


* have proved myſelf ſo,” he cried, 
whiſpering to Angelina, „ have not 1, 
Miſs Aubrey, by the declaration I have 
juſt made?—and the old girl ſwallows it.” 


Angelina, though vexed at his manner 
of ſpeaking, could not refrain a ſmile, — 
« How could you tell ſuch an untruth, is 


ſaid ſhe. 


0 What would not I ſay,” he ered, 
cc to 
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re to pleaſe the ladies the purchaſe of 
their good will is worth any ſacrifice. —But 
tell me, for you are ſo ſurrounded with 
theſe old figures that I can never ſpeak to 
you, tell me, my charmante Miſs Aubrey, 
how you like Bath.” 


Angelina, ſurpriſed at his addreſſing her 
thus, and offended at his familiarity, re- 
plied “ I fancy, Sir, you forgot that the 
old figures we ſpoke of have a very I near 
affinity to me.“ 


« No, upon my word, I did not :—but I 
beg your pardon. Do not frown, my love- 
lieſt creature There is nothing diſtreſſes 
me ſo much as to ſee a lady's features diſ- 
compoſed by _— . 3 


It is a proof ſo, Sir, by the pleaſure you 
take i in offending them. 


e Do not be ſevere, my lovely angel: 
Ethelind never is, I aſſure you, let me ſay 
what I will: yet ſhe is not half ſo charm- 
ing as Miſs Aubrey,—But there ſhe is; I 
8 muſt 
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muſt go to her; ſhe looks as if ſhe wanted 
me to ſay ſome civil things :—ſhe abſo- 
lutely courts me; l, am half diſguſted with 
her already.—But here comes her bore of 
a brother. I ſometimes wonder how ſuch 
' a paragon of perſection as you are, came 
among ſuch a ſet. But I muſt go and pour 
ſoft nonſenſe into the ears of Ethelind ;— 
pity me, Miſs Aubrey :”—and then lan- 
guiſhing at her, he hurried to the other 
ſide of the groupe, 
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She was then joined by Mr, Eldwin, 


8 
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— conan cen 
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« |] am afraid,” cried he, „ I have 
broken up a very intereſting tfte=glfle, 
* 


—— 
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C No, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, laughing —* It was 
a very opportune interruption, I aſſure you; 
for Sir Francis is no favourite of mine.” 


« You ſpeak raſhly,” ſaid Mr. Eldwin ; 
« you know not enough of his character to 
form ſo haſty a deciſion, Now I, who am 


better acquainted with him, am juſtified in 
ſaying, 
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ſaying, I do not admire him, and I would 
adviſe you to ſhun him; for he has vanity 
enough to imagine that every woman who 
ſpeaks civilly to him, is his admirer. I 
aſſure you, I am heartily tired of his ſo- 
ciety, and many more; and ſhall rejoice 
when we ſet off for London, that we may 
live a little more rationally.” 


« And ſo ſhall 1 too, ” cried Angelina 
earneſtly. 


« Why?” aſked Mr. Eldwin.—<« You 
have no connections there ; and as to the 
place, if your mind pants after novelty, 
you will never be happy, becauſe never 
ſatisſied. Bath to you, I ſhould imagine, 
muſt be agreeable, unleſs, indeed, you are 
tired of our family.” 


« Good heavens!” exclaimed Angelina, 
what have I ſaid to deſerve ſo ſevere a re- 

proach ?—I meant not to offend, Sir; —1 
5 A. ” | 


:M e that you ſaid what you 
| meant. 
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_ ed emphaſis, and he looked as if he would 


don, was ſilent. The queſtion embarraſſed 


what had e 


proof from Mr. Eldwin?—But why was I 
ſo well? Had I been a ſtranger, he would 


ſame reproof.” The reſt of the morning 


meant. Have you any friends, any rela- 
tions, or acquaintance in London, that 
you are ſo deſirous of going there, ſurely 
it muſt have ſome powerful aitractions.“ 
Theſe laſt words were uttered with a mark- 


have penetrated into the inmoſt receſſes of 
her mind. 


Angelina, aſhamed at having betrayed ſo 
much earneſtneſs in wiſhing to go to Lon- 


her ;—ſhe dreaded even to anſwer it to her- 
ſelf. They had by this time reached the 
Pump-Room, when the converſation be- 
came general; but her mind ſtill dwelt on 


« Why do I wiſh to go to London?” ſhe 
repeated mentally. Was it ſo extraor- 
dinary a deſire as to excite ſo ſevere a re- 


embarraſſed when I know his diſpoſition 


have made the ſame obſervation, and the 


mne 
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ſne felt uneafy without knowing why ;— 
ſhe was abſent and Wr and wiſhed” 
to. be alone. 


In returning to the Creſcent ſhe: retired 
to her room, and ſo loſt was ſhe in thought, 
that the dinner-bell rang before ſhe re- 


membered ſhe had not changed her dreſs. 


This was the firſt day ſince their arrival 
at Bath, that had not been devoted to ſome 
amuſement; and Angelina, having re- 


ceived a letter from Lucy Summers, a few - 


days before, availed herſelf of this oppor- 
tunity, and after retiring to her room to 
acknowledge it, ſhe ſat down, and wrote 


as follows : 


Nuss Auzazr to MTS COMMENT; 


1 


; yu ſweet alteckionate letter, my 


dear Lucy, reproaches me for not writing. 


to you before; but I have been ſo engaged 
ever ſinde I arrived, that this is the firſt. 
leiſure Which has offered, 


nn 


Vor. II. Ih You 


— - Ti 
-— 44-2 - — * — —— — —— — — — — — — —— a — — 
— — — — — a — — — — 
CC ͤ es ns e : : 
IEC ISS Jae 22 . — * ; 4 2 
5 SY r PF -— 8 — — = 
— — wo + > SER — f Lon — = 
— 8 N on — — —— - — = = 


——— — SY 
— — 
— — — 
=== 2 
OE == Ip > 
— — — 
— — — - 


98 HE DECEIVES HIMSELF, 
You aſk me how I like Bath? To 


one who was never twenty miles from her 
native village before, it appears a. new 


world; every day preſents a different 
ſcene; and we are ſo whirled about from 
morning to night, that we have not one 


moment but what is devoted to ſome 


amuſement. 


'You remind me of the promiſe I made 
when we parted of writing you a minute 


detail of all that paſſed ; but I am ſuch a 


novice in epiſtolary correſpondence, that 
1 fear you will ſoon be tired of my Jour- 


RC 


To enumerate the characters individu- 


ally that form our new acquaintance would 


be almoſt impoſſible; therefore I ſhall 


confine myſelf only to thoſe who are called 
intimates, , Among theſe is Sir Francis 
Twiſden ; he is a Baronet, and a Senator; 


from which you will naturally infer, that 
he is a ſcholar, and a gentleman. Perhaps 
I am not competent to judge; but his 


conduct is very W with my idea 
of 


8 n W 
W 
* 85 


n ee: 
2 hy > Zh 2 kgs 


HE DECEIVES HIMSELF» 99 


of either. He is ſometimes agreeable 
enough; but at others, aſſumes ſuch a 
| boldneſs that I am half afraid of him: be- 
fore the family he behaves to me with the 
greateſt indifference ; and if this civility 
was continued in their abſence, it would 
be quite as agreeable: but, on the con- 
trary, if by chance I meet him alone, he 
takes the liberty of calling me Sir Ed- 
ward's beautiful protegee, proteſts I am as 
| handſome as an angel, and expreſſes him- 
ſelf in ſuch extravagant terms, that I 
quite hate the man. With all the female 
part of the family he is a vaſt favourite ; 
but he is rich;—and I am ſorry to ſay, 
that this is an advantage that takes 3 
dence over all others. 


I often wonder at Miſs Dorothy, who 
is a woman of no mean underſtanding, 
liſtening to the groſs flattery he is ſo ready 
to offer her: but it is not confined to her 
alone, he courts them all in their turn, and 


has not a civil word to ſay of them i in their 
abſence, 


IS: Oh, 
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Oh, what a difference between him | 
and Mr. Montague But who ſhall we 
put in competition with the latter, or 
where ſhall we find his equal? —5So noble, 
—ſo generous!Amiable in his temper, yet 
in his conduct ſo ſpirited His heart ever 

open to the calls of humanity, and his 
manly ſenſibility ſympathizing with all! 
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Qualities like- theſe, when contraſted 
with thoſe I have been ſpeaking of, cannot 
fail to render his abſence from our coterie a 
ſubject of regret; for the young men who 
viſit here, eicher inſult one's underſtanding 
by talking to us as fools, or diſguſt one 

with their unbecoming familiarity. 


1 am wholly ignorant on what terms 
the former is with the family; he:corre- 
ſponds with Mr. Eldwin; but I have not 
courage to aſk if he expects him at Bath. 

You who know Mr. Eldwin's diſpoſition, 
will not wender at this; though lately 
there has, been a ſtrange. alteration in it, 
and ſometimes I almoſt doubt the evidence 
of my own ſenſes. He is now our con- 

LS ſtant 
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ſtant attendant to all public places; and 
my Chaperon wherever we go; my partner 


in the dance; my companion when we 
walk out; and my champion on all occa- 


ſions. Inſtead of that ſtoĩſm he ſo much 


boaſted of, he is now iraſcible to a 
degree on the ſlighteſt occaſion; and a 
times more gloomy and thoughtful than 


ever. He now frequently talks of the 
mutability of all earthly things, and ex- 
preſſes himſelf as one who has met with 
nothing but diſappointment and ſorrow. 
During theſe paroxiſms of diſcontent, I 
have the greateſt difficulty in the world to 
keep from ſmiling. Yet his particular 


attention'to me I ſhall always remember 
with gratitude. He has taken it into his 


head to teach me aſtronomy, hearing me 
one day expreſs a great veneration for the 


| ſcience. I ſtarted at the propoſition, and 
could not forbear aſking him what had ſo 


wonderfully altered his opinion in regard 


to the intellectual abilities of our ſex, 


He replied, looking very gravely, that 
E3 uhen 
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u hen he formed his judgment, he was not 
thoroughly acquainted with Miſs Aubrey. 
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I believe I looked ſurpriſed, for it was 
the firſt compliment I ever heard him 
make to any one ; and laughing, I replied, 
that I hoped his judgment would not again 
deceive him, ſince ke had condeſcended to 
acknowledge the fallibility of it. 


I thought he looked as if he expected 

a very different anſwer, for he left the 
room with the air of a man who felt him- 
ſelf offended. 


Though he attends us in public, he 
ſhuns all intercourſe with the young men 
of faſhion, ever complaining of their pu- 
erile and frivolous purſuits, 


He who has ſo Atte dienten for the 
faults of others, can it be wondered he finds 
ſo little for his own? — He is univerſally 
diſliked, and univerſally ſhunned ; for 
thoſe with whom he does aſſociate, he holds 
in the utmoſt contempt, as men of inferior 
| _ underſtanding 


R UP ä . 
r ˙ Ü—¼;ꝛ¹n m NET | 
F + SEE ED). 4 * x . . * ** 1 4% x Yrs F * n * * Dag bx 2 x _— * Cy A 8 e ** 
WT 8 : . ” me 5 5 ITY of, HR 8 Wt ” N 2 * 1 . — 2 1 n 
: 2 : 3 eee e 1 P!!! Tr DO Se EO Ss 33 
8 Fr DE CS THEO 72 Ee OR y A ee as: + IP hy 
2 g 2 e — Ge LE GY. Ys 


rr a | 
TWIST ts 
* a . of By 2 


HE DECEIVES HIMSELF. 103 


underſtanding to his own; and is ever 


dwelling on thoſe ſubjects which he thinks 
will diſplay his own knowledge, and not 
only ſtrike his hearers with wonder, but 


alſo with an idea of their own inferiority. 


Yet I cannot help thinking with all his 
oſtentation, that his heart is naturally diſ- 


poſed to be kind ; but his pedantry has 


gained ſuch an influence over his actions, 


as entirely to repreſs its native candour, 


and has inſpired a ſeverity very foreign to 


his innate diſpoſition. 


You uſed to ſay, Lucy, J was afraid of 


him; and ſo I am till, for his manners 
are not formed to engage: and though I 


feel for him that eſteem that the near rela- 
tionſhip inſpires, ſtill it is mingled with 
too much dread to look upon him as a 


friend. He affects to be very angry at the 
freedom of a young man who profeſſes a 
great reſpect for me: he is quite a Sean, 


and fo mechanically polite, that I am 


ready to laugh every time he addreſſes 


me, 


F 4 Novelty 
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Novelty is certainly very agreeable, 
and the variety of characters we meet with 
very entertaining. On our firſt arrival, I 
thought I ſhould never have been tired ; 
but now I ſhall be heartily rejoiced when 
we ſet out for London. 


Don't attribute this to a love of va- 
riety, for I ſnould be content to ſtay where 
I am, if we paſſed our time in a more ra- 
tional manner: but the precepts of her, 
whoſe maternal tenderneſs ſupplied the 
place of all parental care, is too deeply en- 

graven on my heart not to be remember- 
ed; and often, in the midſt of our gayeſt 
diverſions, theſe words, which ſhe ever 
enforced by example, recur to my mind: 


Never allow yourſelf, my beloved 
child, to act contrary to the dictates of rea- 
fon and religion, from a-childith and pu- 
ſillanimous dread of oppoſing your princi- 
ples to thoſe of others. The native purity 
of your heart, will be your ſecurity againſt 
the bold approach of vice: but the moſt 
vigilant guard over your actions can alone 

| oo ſecure f 
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HE DECEIVES HIMSELF. 105 
ſecure you from her inſidious advances ; 
for ſhe has ſeduced many a heart, as pure 
as yours is now, in the alluring garb of 
L 


Ah! my Lucy, had you known her! 
—8o mild in her temper, yet ſo firm in 
her principles ;—excuſing the errors of 
others, though ſo faultleſs herſelf, —Ah | 


| how would you, like me, have honoured, 


like me, have loved her Pardon this di- 
greſſion; to you almoſt unintelligible:.— 
but who have I here to open my heart to? 


et, hold my pen,—or I ſhall forget the 


ſilence that is enjoined me. 


Tell your dear mother, my Lucy, that 
I often want ſome of her excellent advice; 


for when I have formed reſolutions conſiſ- 
tent with my ideas of right, I want courage 
to put them in practice. 


One point, however, I have gained. 


The firſt Sunday after our arrival here, I 


aroſe as uſual to go to church; but to my 
u none of the family were thinking 
F E of 
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of it; and I was told I might go by myſelf. 
On wy return Ethelind aid, ö 
« Dear me, Angelina! you mentioned 
church to her Ladyſhip this morning. 
Why we never think of ſuch a thing when 


weare in town; in the country we cannot 


very well help it, you know; for the vulgar 
people expect it ; beſides it makes a ſhew, 
and we have not much elle to do; fo it 
ſerves for a little variety. But, I dare ſay, 
my mother won't prevent your going, as 
you have been brought up in ſuch a re- 
ligious way.“ 


Great as my ſurpriſe was at this, it 


was increaſed much before night; for the 


evening was devoted to cards, and a larger 
party met here than we have had ſince our 
arrival. 


When the tables were ſet, I ſlid out of 


the room, as I thought, unobſerved ; but 
in this hope I was almoſt immediately un- 


deceived, by a ſummons from her Ladyfſhip 
to attend her, When I entered the draw- 
.ing- 
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ing-room again, ſhe deſired me to take a 
ſeat at one of the tables to make a fourth, 


L had been frequently forced into a 
compliance with her commands in oppoſi- 
tion to my own' feelings; but I now de- 
termined: to exert myſelf, and therefore 
immediately ſaid, I hoped her Ladyſhip 
would excuſe me, as I 10 not with to 
m_ Fa | 


0 Why aig I not?” was the conſequent 
queſtion. | 


T was going to excuſe myſelf by ſay- 
ing, Thad a bad head-ach: yet it occurred 
to me, why ſhould 1 Am I aſhamed to 
acknowledge what I have been taught to 
revere?—lIf it was on any other ſubject, I 
ſhould not heſitate, neither will I now. 
The queſtion was repeated You' muſt 
have ſome reaſon,” ſaid her. Ln 
« for declining.” 


1 have, Madam, po 1 — -.* and 
F 6 one, 
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one, I hope, that you will accept as an ex- 
cuſe.“ 


ce What © is it?“ aſked 1 u. 


ee have never,” wind; * then, 
like a great baby, I hefitated—* I have 
never been uſed to it, Madam.“ 


« Why that is the very reaſon why J ſent 

for you, that you may learn to behave leſs 

fooliſh, Come fit down, and let us have 
no affectation, pray.” 


It is not affectation,“ I returned, with 
a little more courage; © but a ſecret re- 
pugnance I feel to act in oppoſition to 
thoſe precepts I was early taught to obey. 
Indeed your Ladyſhip muſt excuſe me.“ 
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172 1 ſuppoſe,” —_ an old lady, "0 od 
lady, Lucy }—*< that Miſs is afraid the 
houſe will fall, and cruſh us, for our ſin 
and wickedneſs,” 


« Oh, ſuch romantic notions |” cried 
Miſs 
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Miſs Dorothy.—* I have no idea bf girls 
giving themſelves ſuch airs lt is the vul- 
gar prejudice of education, and ſhe ought 
not to be humoured in it. The next thing 
will be, that we muſt all kneel down an 
ſay our e 


This occaſioned a laugh from the 
younger part of the company; for Miſs 
Dorothy took care that every one ſhould 
hear her, whilſt all their eyes were directed 
on me. I have wondered ſince, that I was 
not more confuſed, | 


Well,“ ſaid her Ladyſhip, ſneeringly, 

« will you condeſcend to ſay whether you 
will favour us with your company or not: 
Jo be ſure, when we conſider how ſu- 
perior you are to this' company, I am not 
ſurpriſed at 1 ans 4 to u 
them.“ | 


I felt the colour mount into my cheeks, 
ſor I thought I did not deſerve this indig- 
nity : but I was determined to be firm in 
my * If you will give me leave, 

J will 
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retire to my chamber,“ cried. I; © ſince 
by ſtaying, I ſhall only offend.” 


« By ftayt * the e « you will 
not offend.“ "a 5 


Oh, the beautiful little ruſtic !“ ſaid 

Sir Francis, in his uſual foppiſh manner. 

« How ſweetly theſe airs become her !—I 

can ſee by her eyes that ſhe loves to be 
cruel. - But come, (cried he), you only 

want a little courage. After you have uſed 

yourſelf to it, it will become a- thing of 

courſe, and you won't think about it,— 
It is all an old woman's ftory ; a vulgar: 
prejudice, [ aſſure you.” 


« When I am perſuaded it is,“ I return. 
ed, © I may be better ſanctioned in doing 
it; but voluntarily to act wrong, . whilſt 
we hold it ſo to be, can never be juſlifi- 

able.“ 
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« And pray,” faid Miſs Dorothy, “after 
all, I ſhould like to know what harm there 
is in it. I am ſure, if you never do any 
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thing worſe, it will be vaſtly well; fot it 
is a very innocent amuſement.—l have no 
notion of people's giving themſelves theſe 
ſort of airs, - without knowing why. You 
have heard, I ſuppoſe, that it is very wick- 
ed to play cards on a Sunday: the com- 
mon cant of your religious people, But I 
will anf ver for it, you cannot tell why. 
Now do, pray let us hear if you can.” 


Not to anſwer when thus called upon, 
would have implied a weakneſs by no 
means warrantable; and though I felt a 
great reluctance in giving my opinion, it 
gave way to a more urgent reaſon, namely, 
that my ſilence would carry full conviction 
that my reſolution was formed on the pride 
of affectation, and that I had no real mo- 
tive to condemn what I openly affected to 
abjure. Thus ſtimulated, I anſwered— 
« That it was very true, I had not ſtudied 
ñũt deeply, becauſe my heart ever repreſented 
it as inimical to virtue; what that dictated | 
I was very ready to declare.” 
A nod of attention from Mifs Doro- 
thy; 
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thy; with profound ſilence from the gen- 


tlemen; and two or three meaning looks 


from the female part of the company, in 
the expreſſive language of nods, winks, 


and ſmiles, made me repent what I had 


ſaid : and at that moment I would have 


given the world to have been as I am now, 
alone in wy chamber. | 


But Miſs Dorerhy,Actiolty regardleſs 


of my embarraſſment, which I am ſure was 


evident enough, inſiſted on my going on; 
and as I could not well recede, with all the 


courage I could muſter, I anſwered . 
„That cards in themſelves, conſidering 


them only as an amuſement, were cer- 


tainly innocent, and might be juſtifiable 


as a faſhionable relaxation. I am far,” 


cried I, from affecting a ſupercilious 
ſcorn of them; only I think,” —and I heſi. 
tated, for I was half afraid to go on— 


10 * What do you think,” faid Miſs nn 


8 That aunllbunkan cried I, * ovght to 


have intermiſſion; as well as duty, relaxa- 


2400's that there are ſix days in the week 
devoted 
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devoted to the former, and one only parti- 
cularly enjoined for the latter; that the in- 
fringement of this, by the introduction of 
faſhionable amuſements, though innocent 
in themſelves, muſt be eriminal in the ef- 
fect; ſince they preclude all ſerious reflec- 
tion; and ſinee, by a frequent repetition 
of them, they grow into habit, and habit 
into nature; whilſt the mind, thus reſiſt- 
leſs, is inſenſibly ſeduced by pleaſure, till 
it forgets it has any other claim. i do not 
imagine,“ cried I, « that by ſitt ing down to 
the card table to-night, T ſhould condemn 
myſelf to eternal puniſhment :—but whilſt 
an inſtinctive ſenſe tells me it is wrong, 
and whilſt reaſon confirms it ſo, why 
ſhould T. expoſe my mind to the reproaches 
of conſcience, and my heart to the inſidi- 
ous advances.of error?“ 


I was then ſilent; * to my great 
ſurpriſe, ſo were all the neſt of che party. 
The ladies looked at cach other to know 
how they ſhould receive it; and moſt of 
the gentlemen walked to the other ſide of 
the room: when Sir Francis, languiſhing 
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114 HE DECEIVES HIMSELF. 
in my face, declared, he had loſt the ſenſe 


of the ſpeech in contemplating the charms 
of the beautiful ſpeaker. 


The ladies then ſeemed better ſatisfied 
how to act, and, without noticing what had 


paſſed, they all returned to their ſeats ; and 
I was permitted to retire. Up I came to 


my chamber, involuntarily repeating thoſe 
lines of Milton that we e have ſo often dwelt 


on together: 


Our voluntary ſervice He requires, 
Not our neceſſitated; ſuch with Him 
“Finds no acceptance, nor can find: for how 


Can hearts, not free, be try'd whether they ſerve 


« Willing or no, who will but what they muſt 
“By deſtiny, and can no other chuſe ?” 


The reſt of the evening I paſſed alone. 
My mind ſoothed into peace with itſelf, for 


1t had long been at war with my actions ; 


pleaſed that I had reſiſted, and ſatisfied 
becauſe conſcious that that reſiſtance would 
facilitate the plan I had determined to 


adopt. The party did not break up till a 


late hour; and as I did not appear at ſup- 
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HE DECEIVES HIMSELF. 115 
per, I ſaw none of the family till the next 


morning, when no further notice was 


taken; her Ladyſhip was rather more diſ- 
tant than uſual, but it ſoon wore off: and I 
was glad to find laſt Sunday, when we had a 
ſimilar party, that my company was not 
On ' 


Ah! my Lucy, do ye not contemplate 
theſe ſcenes with ſorrow !—Do you not 
mourn that thoſe whoſe influence is irre- 
ſiſtible, and whoſe example is rendered ſo 
powerfully attractive by the faſcinating 


concomitants of elegance and ſplendor, 


ſhould thus wretchedly plunge themſelves 


into the exceſſes of follies ſo corruptive to 


the heart, ſo offenſive to virtue, and ſo de- 


grading to human nature ? 


Nor does the evil reſt here, it is of far 
greater magnitude. It extends its bane- 
ful influence, by the force of example, over 


. halt of mankind: the ignorant and weak, 
ever prone to imitate the rich and great, 


with minds confuſed with an imperfect 
ſenſe of religion, no . doubt when 
they 
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they ſee it thus openly, boldly, and exult- 
ingly diſregarded ; they then follow their 
ſeducing leaders, till they are progreſſively 
plunged into every vice, and every intem- 


:perance : even thoſe whoſe hearts are yet 
uncorrupted, are infpired with doubt and 


uncertainty ; the former loſe their peace 


by the annihilation of virtue; the latter, 
their hope by the free toleration of vice. — 
Lou will think, perhaps, theſe evils exiſt 


alone in the wild chimeras of fancy. 


Would that they did. But, alas ! my Lucy, 


they are too truly illuſtrated in the exam- 
ple before -me. The domeſtics 'of this 
houſe have loſt that native ſimplicity ſo 


characteriſtic of innocence. The day that 
by them was conſidered a day of peace and 


reſt, is now more devoted to toil than any 
other: they enter no place of worſhip ; and 


the night, in imitation of their ſuperiors, 
is ſpent in reveling and riot. 


Laſped Patty the other day, if ſhe ever 


thought of her poor parent, and how they 
would approve her altered way of life. 
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| You ſhall have her anſwer in her un 


Words.“ Yes, Miſs, to be ſure I do. But 


as for the matter of approving my altered 
way of life, that is neither here nor there; 
for, as mother uſed to ſay, when we are at 


Neoom, one muſt do as Room does: and, 


beſides, it would ſignify nothing for that 
matter, if ſne did not like it; for one might 
as well do nothing as act contrary to the 
reſt of my fellow- ſervants: and beſides, 
Miſs, the groom and cook, and all of them, 
have quite ſoothed my conſcience; for 
they ſays, we need not be aſhamed to do 


what our betters do —and beſides, Harry, 
my Lady's man, told us the other day, that 


when he was waiting at table, he heard ſay, 
that the way to live, was never to think, — 
but to be merry, and take pleaſure.” 


I will leave you to make your own 
comments on this pretty doctrine- You 
will imagine I did not let her go away 


without trying to convince her ſhe was 
wrong; and ſhe promiſed me to remember 


what I had ſaid: but I am n to ſay, I. 
ſee no alteration. 


When 
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When you walk up to Eaſt-Cliff, 
Lucy, do not forget to remember me to 
good Mr. Arden. Iam glad to find by 
your letter, that poor Mrs. Lloyd, and the 
boys, are well: do aſk her if ſhe has heard 
from Mr. Montague, and if he has done 
any thing more for her. 


Jam almoſt aſhamed to enember 
how much I have written; but I will not 
apologize. 


Pray preſent my love to your dear 
amiable mother, and reverend grandfather; 
not forgetting my friend Mr. Will mot. 
Mr. Walpole talked of coming to Bath; 
I ſhall be quite diſappointed if I do not ſee 
him: tell him we have got a back-gammon 
board quite ready. To-morrow night we 
are going to the Theatre with a very large 
party: it is for the benefit of a favourite 
performer. This is an amuſement of all 
others I prefer. The firſt time of going 1 
was all in extacy ; the ſerious and comic 
were ſo happily blended, that in one ſcene 
I was almoſt convulſed with laughter ; and 
SHY the 
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the next, my whole heart was ſeized by the 
ſympathetic feelings of ſorrow. Adieu, 
my dear girl! and believe me, with every 
ſentiment of eſteem, | 


Your's, | 
Affectionately attached, 


ANGELINA AUBREY,” 
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\ \ HEN Angelina had finiſhed her 
letter, ſhe returned to the drawing-room. 
On her entrance ſhe was ſomewhat ſur- 
priſed to ſee Mr. Eldwin there alone. He 
was ſitting with his arms croſſad, and ap- 
parently loſt in thought. Unwilling to 
diſturb him, ſhe would have quitted the 
room; but the noiſe of her entrance had 

rouſed him; and, ſtarting up, he exclaim- 
ed, in a tone of reproach—** Will not you 
condeſcend to enter where I am ?” 
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Surpriſed at his manner, and hurt at his 
rar her thus 3 ſhe began to 
* excuſe 
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excuſe herſelf by ſaying, ſhe was afraid her 
coming in might have diſturbed him. 


ec You are the only one,” cried he, more 
chearfully, « that could not have diſturbed 
me. - But why were you not with my mo- 
ther to night - underſtood all the 2 
were gone —“ | 


« Gone where?” aſked Angelina. 


ce To an exhibition of automaton figures. 
Iknew nothingofit myſelf until within this 
hour. In returning from my ſtudy, the 
ſervants told me their Lady was gone with 
Sir Francis, and Captain Northland ; and 
1 underſtood you were of the party. If I 
had known” you had been in the houſe, I 
ſhould have begged your company ſooner; 
for though you have not been preſent with 

me, you have been the ſubject of my 

thoughts the whole evening.” 


« Tam glad of it,” ſaid Angelina, ſmil- 
ing; © for it would be terribly mortifying 
not to be remembered by ſome one:—and 

Vol. II. G it 
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i it is a proof that I am out of the recollgc- 

4 tion of the reſt of the family, by my "ng 
here alone with you; | 


3 If you regret it,” ad he I Il 
| think myſelf leſs bappy than if you had | 
ft not entered at all, though I have been 
ſeeking an opportunity, for ſome time paſt, 
to ſpeak to you, on a ſubject of much im- 
portance, and what I am apt to think, will 
not be diſpleaſing to you; are you diſ- 
poſed to liſten to me?” 
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Angelina, who was wholly unable to 
gueſs what this /ubje# of importance might 
"| mean, anſwered him only by a bow of her 
9 head, and a look of profound attention. 
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« J need not inform you Angelina,” he 
| reſumed with an air of ſuperiority, “ that 
W a man of my diſpoſition, whoſe purſuit is 
= Knowledge, and whoſe whole time is de- 
voted to the ſtudy of literature, not to 
ie mention my love of the polite arts, and 
* | my devotion to the Muſes; I need not tell 
| you repeat, that with a mind occupied as 
A . | mine 
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mine is; I have little time to think or de- 
liberate on the common occurrences of life; 


I know very little of the human heart ; it | 


has never been my ſtudy; mankind has 
always appeared to me a book that may be 
read at any time; its characters are eaſy 
of delineation ; intereſt ſways his reaſon ; 


cuſtom and precept impel every action, 


'and his narrow ſoul is contracted within 
the ſphere of worldly views; “ the 
beaten path content to tread''——— | 


Whence, and for what purpoſe, thought 
Angelina, is this matterof importance pre- 
| faced with ſuch a pompous harangue 


« ] feel myſelf,” he continued (but as 
1 before obſerved, I don't know why) 
greatly intereſted for your future happi- 
neſs ; and believe me, nothing but this 
would impel me to enter on the only ſub- 
ject Iam but little maſter of; you have, 
(or at leaſt from the little knowledge I 
have of your ſex)—you appear to have no 


* 


very mean underſtanding, and were it pro- 


perly cultivated, 1 am convinced you 
G 2 | would 
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would become a very intellig zent, rational X 
. ra 


A very flattering compliment to be ſure, 


thought Angelina, „I might become ra- 


tional and intelligent.“ 


« At the ſame time,” he continued, « you 
muſt not imagine that you are any thing 
extraordinary; that is not what I mean, 


but however, not to keep you in ſuſpenſe, 


(for I obſerve you look rather impatient) 
I have propoſals. to make to you, that will 
be of preſent, future, and permanent ad- 


vantage to you, and if I am not deceived, 


they are propoſals that will meet your 
warmeſt approbation ; when a man of un- 


derſtanꝗing, a man of honour, condeſcends 


to lay his heart and fortune at the feet of 


a girl, who has nothing but beauty and 


virtue for her dowry, he is not to be reject- 


ed with ſcorn ; ſuch is the caſe before me; 
and truſt me, if I was-not confident that 


your happineſs depended on an alljance ſo 
advantageous, not any thing ſhould have 
tempted me to have . his advocate; his 

Fn views. 
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views are honourable and diſintereſted; he 
is willing to give up all future advantages 
of rank and fortune to ſecure you his ; for, 
on your acceptance of his hand and for- 
tune, he reſts all his happinefs ; do you de- 
fire any farther proof of his love? perhaps 
you expect me to enumerate his good qua- 
lities; that 1 did not promiſe to do; you | 
will judge of them yourlſelt,” 


5 Angelins's mind was agitated with hope, 
doubt and fear, as ſhe anſwered, © it is 
Impoſſible for me to judge of qualities, 
when 1 am unacquainted with their pole 
evan.” +. 


« You are not unacquainted with him,” 
he returned quickly, «he has long known 
you, long admired, and long loved you, 
and nothing but the fear of a refuſal pre- 
vents him from declaring himſelf.“ 


She trembled, the blood mantled in her 
cCheek, the quick turn of her eye, and the 
animation of her whole countenance ma- 
nifeſted delight; ſhe longed, yet dreaded 
DO | M8 
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to hear him confirm what ſhe mol wiſhed 


'to hear. 


« Tf your countenance,” he reſumed 
« js the herald of your thoughts, he has not 


_ flattered himſelf in vain. It was your par- 
_ ticular diſtin&ion of him that firſt taught 
: him to love you.“ 2 


Angelina now felt herſelf offended by 
this declaration, her pride was wounded ; 
and, with great dignity, ſhe returned, 
« fince he is ſo eaſily inſpired with love, 
it will be leſs difficult to inſpire him with 


forget ſulneſs; tell him, Sir, that if his 


hand, his heart and his fortune, would exalt 


me to a throne, I have too great a regard 
for my own feelings to accept what is ſo 


oſtentatiouſly offered, or confirm what his 
vanity has ſo groundleſsly believed. 


« Surely you forget whar's you are talk- 


ing of; do you ſay this to me, Miſs 


Aubrey : * 


1 would ſay it to (Mr. Monta- 
gue 
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gue himſelf) ſhe was going to add—not 
doubting but he was the friend alluded to, 
when recollecting herſelf, ſhe heſitated, ſtill 
more perplexed and embarraſſed without 
TCR how to reply. 


_ « Recollect yourſelf, '” cried he warmly, 
« a moment's deliberation will convince 
you of your impolitic refuſal ; it is an ho- 
nour that many have aſpired to—but you 
are the firſt to whom it has been offered. 
If 1 have made the propoſals not accord- 
ing to the preſcribed rules, you muſt re- 
collect that my time has been too much 
taken up to ſtudy trifles, Shall I repeat 
what T have faid =.” 


mi Not unleſs you are more explicit 
_ 


ce Come, come, Angelina, you muſt un- 
derſtand me—and let me tell you, however 
you may think it becomes you, affe#ation 
and prudery is what I abhor.” 


Again Angelina coloured, for again ſhe 
G 4 thought 
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thought of Montague but that ſhe would 
not be longer tortured with doubt—ſhe 
anſwered, riſing to go, — Whoever has 
deputed you, Sir, to offer ſuch very advau- 
Zageous propoſals, has paid me no very 
high compliment in a a... 1 Thould 
accept them by proxy.” 


Us Simple girl,“ cried he, ſeizing her 
hand, « You won't underſtand me—and 
1 find I muſt ſpeak out—come, tell me, 
that I ſhall not repent it; for it is myſelf, 
Angelina, I have been thus warmly plead- 
ing for.“ 


Surpriſe rivetted her to the ſpot, and 
before ſhe had time to diſengage herſelf 
and convince him, how much he was de- 
ceived. Sir Francis and the ladies re- 
turned. 


Ethelind began to lament that ſhe had 
not been with them, but Angelina had no 
cars ſor her unintereſting chit- chat; every 
ſenſe was abſorbed in wonder,—and taking 


the firſt opportunity, ſhe-left the room, 
and 
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and hurried up to her chamber; here ſhe 
walked about for ſome time, almoſt doubt- 
ing what had paſſed ;—ſhe was diſap- 
pointed, confounded, offended, and a- 
mazed !—that ſhe was the obje& of his 
affection ſurpriſed her; but that he ſhould | 
entertain a ſuſpicion that the regard was 
mutual, wounded her pride—ſhe eſteemed 
him indeed as the ſon of Sir Edward, but 
ſhuddered at the idea of his beholding her 
in any other light than that of a ſiſter — 
for, from corroborating circumſtances, ſhe 
wasalmoſt convinced, thatſuch was thenear 
affinity he bore to her—ſhe felt neither her 
vanity raiſed, nor herſelf flattered by his 
propoſals—but angry and diſguſted with | 
him for manifeſting his regard thus often- 
tatiouſly, and with ſuch confidence of ſue- 
ceſs—* even ſuppoſe there was no barrier 
between us,” ſaid ſhe, „ and that 1 felt 
myſelf at liberty to accept him, what 

happineſs could I expect would accrue 
from a union with a man who already 
ſcems ſo conſcious of the honour he con- 
fers? he has almoſt told me in plain terms 
that J love him what part of my con- 
| = duct 
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duct could have furniſhed this food to his 
vanity ?—miſtaken, proud, faſtidious young 


man—his arrogance of diſpoſition pre- 
cludes him from inſpiring eſteem-—and 
his forwardneſs, haughtineſs, and conceit, 
prevent him alike from inſpiring affec- 
tion—had he offered himſelf with deli 
cacy, though my heart would ſtill have 
rejected him, yet I ſhould have felt my- 


| ſelf honoured, and his condeſcenſion 


would have commanded my warmeſt eme 


titude.“ 


How ſhe was to convince him of his 
error, next occupied all her thoughts— 
this ſhe felt would be attended with no 
ſmall difficulty; but an early explanation 
ſhe was determined to ſeek—incited to it 


by the hope of clearing herſelf from his 


groundleſs ſuppoſition, and dictated by 
that ſincerity which common juſtice de- 
manded on the part of Mr. Eldwin. 


Free from coquetry, and all thoſe mean 
paſſions which are gratified at the expence 
of another's pain, her firſt determination 

| was 
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was to acquaint him of her rejection; for 
till ſhe had done this, fhe felt ſhe ſhould ; 
not be at peace with herſelf. — 


Angelina knew that he was not autho- 

; rized by his father to make theſe propo- 

i ſals to her,—as Sir Edward had often 

© | openly declared, that he would never 
marry with his conſent, unleſs he married 
a woman of birth and fortune—whether, 
to acquaint him with his ſon's intentions 
or not—ſhe was yet undetermined ; Sir Ed- 
ward could not have any ſuſpicion of them 
at preſent, as he was ſeldom at home. 


After weighing it deliberately in her 
mind, ſhe thought it beſt to be filent until 
| the knew what effect her rejection would 
have on Mr. Eldwin; concluding from the 
natural haughtineſs of his temper, that 
when he was convinced of her refuſal of | 
him, his pride would be too much offend- 
ed to deſcend to any entreaties or humi- 
liating meaſures; all ſne had to do then 
was, to behave to him before the family 
with the ſame civility as uſual, but not 
G 6 „ 
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with the ſame unguarded frankneſs; ; 
though her mind from theſe determina- 
tions was ſomewhat recovered from its 
ſurpriſe, it was far from being reſtored to 
its natural tranquility—her eyes were now 
open to the danger before her, and not all 
her endeavours to deceive herſelf could 
withhold the truth. She no longer doubted, 
for conviction was at hand. — Yes, it muſt 
be ſo,” ſhe cried “ elſe, why that hope, 
doubt, and fear, when I ſuſpected Mr. 
Eldwin was plcading for Montague—or 


why 7hat diſappointment, when I found 


; myſelf deceived 2” 


Ah! then how kt have I boaſted of 


my heart's ſecurity, ſince I diſcover it was 
| loſt before even reaſon could ſummon for 
its defence her powers of reſiſtance. 


On Montague's firſt arrival at Eaſt Cliff, 
Angelina was pleaſed with his converſa- 
tion and manners; her natural love and 


admiration of virtue would have ſecured 


bim a place in her eſteem, if the external 
advantages 
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advantages he owned had been leſs al- 


luring. 


His heart, like her own, was open and 


ingenuous: he was generous, though not 


extravagant; faſhionable, though not ec- 
centric; manly ſpirited, though not irritable; - 
and liberal in his opinions, but not licentious. 


Theſe qualities, united with an unaffected 


elegance of manners, and nobleneſs of ſen- 


timent, rendered him a dangerous compa- 


nion for one whoſe diſpoſition was ſo ſimi- 
lar to his own. 


Angelina's ſituation would have been 


more hazardous, had ſhe not, during his 


reſidence at Eaſt Cliff, conſidered him as 
the affianced huſband of Ethelind : not one 


doubt of the contrary ever obtruded on 


her mind; and the rectitude of her heart, 


ſecured her from harbouring a thought 
that was incompatible with its purity.—She 


ſometimes, indeed, wiſhed that Echelind 
was leſs volatile; but the wiſh was inſpired | 
by the intereſt ſhe took in their mutual 


She 


Wig bt 
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She contemplated the virtues of Mon- 
tague with the approving affect ion of a ſiſ- 
ter, and the friendſhip and eſteem he ever 


openly avowed for her, Juſtified to herſelf 


her returning it. 


Thus, whilſt ſhe was cherifhing theſe 
dangerous fentiments under the guard of 
fancied ſecurity, a more tender one took 
poſſeſſion ; and when he parted with them 


at Glouceſter, and Ethelind was conſidered 


no longer dear to him, Angelina felt a de- 
light ſhe dared not to acknowledge even 
to her own heart; yet ſtill ſhe believed it 
ſecure, till Mr. Eldwin, by his myſterious 


propoſals, had ſurpriſed her into the true 


Nate of it. 


The moment ſhe perceived her danger, 
ſhe ſtarted ;—to cheriſh a regard for one 


who had never poſitively avowed an affec- 


tion for her, the felt militating againſt the 
dignity of her ſex, and what might in the 
end prove fatal to her own happineſs. If 
His intentions were ſerious, why not more 
explicit? and whence his long abſence ? 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps, ſhe thought, he has other en- 
gagements more ſuitable to his rank in 
life: this laſt ſuggeſtion acquired moſt 
weight from its probability, 


Diſſatisfied with herſelf, humbled by the 
diſcovery ſhe had made, and offended with 
Mr. Eldwin, ſhe returned to the drawing- 
room; but though her ſpirits were de- 
prefſed, here her pride ſupported her, 
Mr. Eldwin was more aſſiduous than uſual, 
and his whole attention was entirely de- 
voted to her, though her coldneſs gave him 
little encouragement, 


When ſhe retired for the night, the ſame 
thoughts occupied her mind, and diffi pated 
every power of ſleep. She was agitated by 
turns with hope, doubt, and fear, till at 
Tength wearied, ſhe wiſely determined to 
leave all to time; to exert every effort to 
ſubdue a partiality that on her ſide was fo 
little to be juſtified, and to act, as far as 
was in her power, in conformity to that 

rule of right ſhe had been ſo early initiated 
in: and thus, if ſhe could not ſecure to 


_ herſelf. 
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herſelf the happineſs ſhe ſought, ſhe might 
at leaſt ſecure the conſoling comfort of ſelſ. 
approbation. 


On the following morning, when Ange- 
lina repaired to breakfaſt, ſhe found the 
family aſſembled, and, contrary to the uſual 
cuſtom, Mr. Eldwin made one; he was all 
gaiety and ſpirits; triumph ſat on his 
countenance; and whenever he addreſſed 
her, it was with the air of a man exulting 
in the ſucceſs of a favourite ſcheme. - 


Mortified and wen ſhe was determined 
to undeceive him, and when the ladies re- 
tired, ſhe loitered behind for this purpoſe; 
but before ſhe could utter one word, 
| Mr. Eidwin, with a look of the utmoſt _ 
complacency, taking her hand, acknow- 
ledged himſelf a moſt happy man in the 
flattering attention ſhe had beſtowed on 
him on the preceding evening; when ob. 
ſerving her look dif pleaſed, he added, with 
a moſt gracious ſmile, - meant to inſpire 
her with confidence, —“ You muſt not 
think, Angelina, that Lam not ſenſible of 
your 


137 
your goodneſs, becauſe I cannot devote my 
whole time intirely to you. A man who 
is engaged as I am, in the purſuit of know= 
ledge, cannot immediately free himſelf 
from avocations that have been the chief 
delight of his life. I know the kindneſs of 
of your intention, and I thank you for it. 
You might reaſonably ſuppoſe that I wiſh- 
ed to ſpeak with you, after having been ſo 
_ unfortunately interrupted lait night, on a 
ſubject of ſo much importance to us both; 
but you muſt not be diſpleaſed that I can- 
not avail myſelf of this opportunity, for at 
preſent I am more than commonly en- 
gaged.“ | 
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« Stop, Sir!” ſaid the offended and mor- 
tified Angelina, « and hear me.“ Ima- 
gine not yourſelf, my ſweet girl,” cried he, 
_ Interrupting her haſtily, © obliged to make 
any unneceſſary acknowledgments; l know 

all that you wiſh to ſay, therefore ſuppoſe 
them already made, Angelina; for at pre- 
ſent I am too much engaged to hear them.” 
—And before ſhe had power to anſwer 


him, 


* 
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him, he was gone, leaving her more that 
ever provoked with his preſumption, 


She was now convinced he had not a 
doubt of his ſucceſs ; and in detaining him 


The had rather confirmed it than otherwiſe, 


But Mr. Eldwin wanted not this confir- 
mation. When he returned from the Uni- 

verſity to Eaſt Cliff, he returned in the full 
aſſurance, that his paſſions, as his purſuits, 
were immediately under the control of his 
reaſon. With a very imperfect knowledge 


of human nature, and with a very flattering 
opinion of himſelf; tenacious of his own 


importance, and diſclaiming thoſe rules 
which from time immemorial had been the 
ſtandard of man's actions, he was to ſtrike 
out a path for himſelf, —give to the world 
an example of man as an independent 
'being,—diſdaining the falſe prejudice of 
the-million, the preſcribed rules of cuſtom, 
and following no other Yictates but his 


own. With a very ſmall ſhare of native 
genius, he had ſkimmed the ſurface of al- 


moſt every branch of knowledge, and ac- 
quired 
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quired a complex idea of all; his judg- 
ment was not equal to his erudition; and 
his head might have been compared to a 


room where a great many uſeful and orna- 
mental pieces of furniture had been huddled 


in, but where they had intirely loſt their 


beauty and effect for want of having been 
properly placed in order: but as yet he 


bad met with no oppoſition, as almoſt 
every one gave him credit for being a young 


man of vaſt knowledge; thoſe who were 


inferior to him, ſhunned him through 
fear; thoſe who were ſuperior to him, 
avoided him for his pedantry. 


On his firſt interview with Angelina, he 


was ſtruck with involuntary admiration of 
her, though it was long before he conde- 


ſcended to acknowledge this to himſelf, and 


his ſentiments of women at that time were 
by no means flattering: but when he beheld 
Angelina young, beautiful, and innocent, 
with an underſtanding very ſuperior to thoſe 


around her, and with a mind cultivated 
and elegant, it was then he firſt felt plea- 


ſure in the ſociety of his family. His books 
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by degrees were forgot; his ſtudies were 
neglected; and an evening ramble with the 
ladies preferred to them all: his love for 
her was mingled with reſpect; for, amidſt 
all his errors, he had a ſtrict ſenſe of honor; 
once indeed, and but once, he loſt: ſight of 5 


I)hhe evening before they left Eaſt Cliff, 
he had formed a deſign of taking her away, 

and marrying her unknown to his family; 

when happily, by the appearance of Mr. 
Montague, (as was before related), his de- 
ſigns were fruſtrated. Though his project 
had failed, he remained concealed; for he 
had taken care to diſguiſe his appearance 
To effectually, that even Angelina did not 
| — his . or voice. 
If he Javed her n ſhe then appeared 
to him in a light far more amiable, and 
from the conſternation he had thrown her 
Into, he determined never more to attempt 


a ſimilar attack. 
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When he diſcovered that her beauty had 
** | 
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faſcinated his heart, and her mind his un- 
derſtanding, his long projected plan of de- 


viating from the common rule was forgot, 


and his whole mind was occupied in what 


manner he ſhould beſt attain her. He 
knew his aſcendency over the family, yet 
openly to avow his partiality for her, and 
to demand her of his father, militated too 
ſtrongly againſt his favourite principle. 
His proud heart could not endure to ac- 
knowledge, after the proteſtations he had 
made, that he was at laſt vanquiſhed by the 
ſmiles of beauty; and he knew by ſuch an 
avowal . Sir Edward would urge him to give 
her up; this he felt he had neither incli- 
nation nor power to do. 


After a great! many ſtruggles between his 


pride and his affection, he at laſt deter- 


mined to marry her unknown to his family, 


and leave to ſome future period its diſ- 


covery. The natural frankneſs of Ange- 


lina's temper had flattered him into a be- 
lief that his propoſals would meet from her 
no oppoſition; and the delight ſhe invo- 
luntarily betrayed from the ſuſpicion that 
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it was Montague he was pleading for, left 
him no longer in doubt after he had de- 
clared himſelf; he thought her ſurpriſe the 
effect of pleaſure; and when he ſaw her 
countenance expreſſive of mortification and 
_ Chagrin, he attributed it to that affectation, 
and that willingneſs to diſſemble, which 
the ſex in ſuch caſes are ſo unexception- 
_ ably charged with, 
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CHAP. VII. 


No opportunity offered during the reſt 
of the day for the wiſhed-for explanation. 
—and Angelina found herſelf under the 
painful neceſſity of ſeeing him till exult- 
ing in his fancied ſucceſs. 


The evening of this day, for many pre- 
ceding it, had been appointed to viſit the 
theatre for the benefit of a favourite per- 
former. Captain Northland and Sir Fran- 
cis Twiſden dined in the Creſcent to ef. 
cort the ladies—as the houſe was expected 
to be crowded, they went at an carlier hour 
than uſual—her ladyſhip for once giving 
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up her cuſtom of entering when the per⸗ 


formance was half over, for the pleaſure of 
diſturbing the audience, and exciting their 
attention by the buſtle of her entrance, 


and the announcement of her name 


places had been taken ſome days before in 
the ſtage box and when they arri ved at 
the houſe, Angelina was pleaſed to find 


that the play was not begun, and promiſed 


herſelf much entertainment; but the firſt 
act was ſcarce over, when the company be- 


longing to the next box entered, which 


unhappily conſiſted of a party, who not 


willing themſelves to be amuſed by the 


performance, took great care alſo to pre- 
vent every one around them from enjoying 
it, by their unreſtrained loquaciouſneſs, 


Another circumſtance rendered it till 


more unfortunate, for they were all of them 


acquainted with Lady Eld win, between 
whom was now kept up a moſt unintereſting 
click-clack from box to box, of © law, are 


you here - how glad I am you are here be- 
fore us—we were all in a fright for fear our 


party ſhould be the firſt in the houſe, or 
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elſe we ſhould have been here long be- 
fore—T hate to come in when the play 
is half over—but it is Sir Francis Twiſ- 


den's fault,” ſaid Miſs Clinton, «“ for we 


have been fitting at home in the draw- 
ing room this half hour quite in the 
fidgets waiting for him—never was any 
thing ſo provoking. It is monſtrous 
crowded, is'nt it?“ then leaning over An- 
_ gelina to talk to Ethelind, who ſat at the 
end—ſhe continued were you at the 
rooms this morning—ſhall you be at the 
concert on Saturday=iIt is expected to be 
the beſt we ſhall have for the ſeaſon — 
do go, every body will be there? 
beg your pardon, but I cannot help 
admiring your cap—pray tell me where 
you bought it—it is the moſt beautiful thing 
[ ever ſaw in my life—I ſhall quite die till 
J have the fellow to it;“ when without 
waiting for an anſwer, but turning to Sir 


Francis ſhe exclaimed, —« There is no 


ſuch thing as hearing a word of the play, 
you make ſuch a horrid talking _[ declare 
it is diſagreeable.“ 
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« Do you come then to liſten” ſaid An- 
gelina, archly, 


U 


O yes, I am monſtrous fond of a 
play, it is the beſt amuſement in the 
world.“ 
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0 Aye, ſo it is,” cried Sir Francis, 
ſtretching himſelf—*« Pray what's the name 
of this? — 


19 TOY ELEC, 
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Oh ! this is“ - replied the interrogated, 
« Oh! I have quite forgot—do Miſs Au- 
brey look at the ball. — 
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« There is no Scene to do that,“ 
ſaid Ethelind drily, © if ſhe looks at you 
Sir Francis, it will do.“ 
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« Your meaning Miſs Eldwin, is quite 
incomprehenſible, how can I poſſibly re- 
mind her * * 


« By perſonating the principal charac- 
ter yourſelf.” 
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c No, I proteſt you have been mis-in- 


formed, pon my honor, I never attempted it 
in my life—I would not take a part at any 
of the private theatres though I have 
been much intreated.“ 


hes wonder at that, when you play 
your part ſo well on the public one for I 


am ſure you give me ſuch an idea of 


Lord Foppington, that I am almoſ ſure 
you muſt have been the original.“ 


« Do really? well that's vaſtly droll— 
I look like him I ſuppoſe?” | 


No, but you 4% like him.” 


« Oh, hang it, that's too bad, for every 
body will acknowledge I am an excellent 


_ areſjer,” 


Pray what is the play ** 


« A Trip to Scarborough.“ 


* Oh! dear,” cried Miſs Clinton, & how 
| Hs tireſome, 
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tireſome, if I had known, I would not 
have come, for I hate all Shakeſpeare's 
plays. Well, do you know the other 
night, I was never ſo weary of any thing in 
my life -e came to the houſe with a large 
party, and I thought I ſhould have been 
ſo entertained, for you cannot think 
what good ſpirits I was in; well, juſt in 
the middle of it, I found out by the title, 
it was one of Shakeſpear's, and one can 
always tell by the dreſſes, they are ſo 
old and frightful, ſo J aſked a gentleman, 
and he ſaid it was Meaſure for Meaſure— 
J declare I did nothing but gape all the 
time—and if it had not been for a lady 
who ſat next me, I am ſure I ſhould have 
gone to ſleep, but ſhe happened to have 
quite a new-faſhioned dreſs on, and fo I 
amuſed myſelf by looking at that, and 
I carried the pattern home in my eye, 
and ſent it to my mantua-maker's, and I 
have got one made up exactly like it you 
never ſaw any thing half ſo beautiful in 
your life—was'nt it lucky?“ 


„What, ſaid Angelina, laughing, 
7 | ce that 
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« that your eyes were ſooner faſcinated 
than your ears—but how is it that both 
ſenſes have failed to-night—I ſhould have 
thought one or other would have diſcover- 
ed that the play of to- N iS from the 
pen of a much later writer.” | 


e IS it! well it is all the ſame, what 
does it ſignify—I will thank you not to 
mention it to Mr. Eldwin, for he is ſo 
queer, and contradicts, and is ſo diſagree- 
able, that you will do me a great favour 
not to mention it; 1 never declare my ſen- 
timents but to thoſe I like; if any one 
Elſe had aſked me, I ſhould have ſaid, that 
I hated every body's plays but Shakef- 
peare's, and that I never went to any but 
his, for you know every one does fo, and 
it would look monſtrous odd to be parti- 
cular.” 


„Oh, hang it,“ cried Sir Francis, «© I 
never think about the author, not but 
what Shakeſpeare's plays are well enen h.“ 


« If it had been left for you to diſcover 
A | 5 


io Hr DECEIVES HIMSELF, 


that they are wel! enough, ſaid Mr. Eld- 
win, © I fancy we ſhould have remained to 
this time in utter ignorance, but happily, 
Sir, that was found out before,” 


% Pray,” cried Miſs Clinton, * don't 
ſay another word, Sir Francis, for Mr. 
Eldwin takes one up ſo ſhort, there is no 
ſpeaking before him.” 


But Sir Francis needed not this caution, 
for his fair companion was not more afraid 
of Mr. Eldwin than himſelf, and when he 
could not ſneak off, he took care always 
to coincide with him in his opinions ; this 
was the caſe at preſent, for whilſt Mr. 
Eldwin was panegyrizing our immortal 
poet, the other, who wanted not for art, 
gave an aſſenting ſmile at every pauſe, and 
fairly. worked himſelf into the good graces 
of his diſputant. 


was in great hopes,” ſaid Miſs Clin- 
ton, addreſſing Angelina that iat bore 
of a creature would not have been here. 
It is quite a new thing to ſee him in pub- 
De. lic 
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lic—Captain Northland hates him, when 
he is not by, he don't ſpeak of him with- 
out an oath ; but he is ſo good natured, | 


that he never affronts people to their faces; 
and my brother diſlikes him very much.“ 


« Are you ſpeaking of Sir Francis 
Twiſden ? "2 


n, vow! he married my ſiſter, but ſhe 


did not live above three months, we are in 


mourning for her now ; I want to go into 
colours, for never was any thing ſo morti- 


fying ; ſhe left me all her clothes poor. 


thing, and I have not been able to wear one 
of them; and they were all new for her 
wedding, quite in the preſent taſte ; I hate 


to think of it, for | am afraid they will 


come out quite old-fathioned. The week 
ſhe died, I was almoſt wholly engaged in 
looking over them; it was prodigious tirs- 
ſome and eniguing, and there is no truſt- 
ing to one's women; I am ſure I can't, 
for they plague me to death. I have had 
four within thele three months and cannot 
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get ſuited if it was never ſo—how are you 
off?” 


| J N 5 5 5 1 
«« I have the moſt accommodating wait- 
ing woman,” ſaid Angelina laughing * in 


the world; I never bid her do a thing 


tu ioe.“ 


« Oh! you lucky creature, why every 
one of my acquaintance is complaining— 


I wiſh when you part with her you would 


let n me know.” 


a That I believe I may . to do 
with great ſafety,” ſhe replied. 


« Well, W Miſs Clinton, 
« I will only juſt give you a ſpecimen of 
how mine ſerved me to day.” 


« But had not you better defer your 
information till the act is over.” 


« Oh no, I muſt tell it you now ; if you 


don't mind the Play, Jam ſure I don't, and 


J have 
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J have been dying to ſpeak to ſome friend 
_ ever ſince it happened.” 


« ] muſt confeſs,” ſaid Angelina, (wiſh- 
ing to evade ſo unintereſting a detail) * 
ſhould be glad myſelf to hear the piece 
beſides we are diſturbing the company,” 


« Oh, my dear, don't mind that, it is 
what I never think about; if they don't 
like it, let them come again; I have no 

notion of puniſhing myſelf for other people 
—and I make a rule never to-do bet. | 


« But ſuppoſe every body made that a 
rule: 55 


8 Why then every body would do as I do 
—pleaſe themſelves, and ſo then we ſhould 
be all vaſtly happy.” 


: think,“ ſaid Angelina, «© I can con- 
f vince you, you are wrong. A caſe in 


point; you were juſt now talking of. Mr. 
Eldwin.“ 


* 
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« Don't mention his name, ſaid Miſs 
Clinton, (interrupting her) I quite hate 
him; let one ſay what one will, he con- 
tradicts, and is always finding fault, and 
expecting every one to be as learned as 
himſelf, and will have his own way, making 
every one unhappy, we all call him the 
bore; I am ſure if every one was like 
him, there would be no coming into 


public.” 


« Then if he was not ſo ſelf-willed, and 
if he gave way to people, and ſometimes 
puniſhed himſelf to oblige others,” ſaid 
Angelina, „you would Ive him better I 


ſuppole : x 


1 Oh, dear, yes, and ſo would every body 
elſe; why there's a gentleman who viſits 
at our houſe juſt ſuch as you have been 
' deſcribing exactly; he is ſo polite and 
' eaſy, that let me ſay what I will, he never 
contradicts ; you can't imagine what a fa- 
yourite he is of mine. 


" Very deſervedly, - ſaid Angelina, 
« and 
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« and I think it a pity you cannot per- 
ſuade yourſelf to adopt his plan, when 
you ſee the advantages that reſult from 


79 


it. 


« God bleſs you, ſo I do; we are eſteem- 


ed very much alike, I aſſure you.“ 


* Bur Tp andceiiont returned Ange- 
lina, © that he endeavoured to make every; 


| one W 


* Oh, ſo he does.“ 


And yet you prefer pleaſing yourſelf; 
now is not it very plain, that if every one 
was to do ſo, the whole world would be as 
diſagreeable as Mr. Eld win, and we ſhould: 
all be at laſt out of love with one another, 
for when we had thwarted every body to at- 


tain our wiſhes, we ſhould loſe the enjoy 
ment of them. by being thwarted our 
ſelves.“ | | 


«I wiſh,” faid Miſs Clinton, looking” 
Wearied, cc you would be king enough 5 
H 6 change 
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change places with me, for I want to talk 
to Ethelind, upon ſomething very parti- 


A 


The act being over, Angelina gladly ac- 
ceded to the requeſt of her talkative com- 
panion, and went round into the next box, 
here at leaſt ſhe was freed from all appre- 


henſions of being again diſturbed, for 


ſhe was ſeated by an elderly lady, to her 


_ almoſt a ſtranger, when immediately the 


former turn'd to her, with a look of much 
complaiſance and ſaid, © I think, Miſs, I 


have had the pleaſure of ſeeing you before, 


you are Sir Edward Eldwin's daughter?“ 


0” No, Ma'am, not his daughter—but I 
belong to the family.” 


« Oh, now I remember, no more you 


are, I quite forgot—but you are ſome re- 


lation I think, a'nt you?” 
„ Yes, Ma'am.” 


«« Not a very near one, I believe, a 


1 couſin 1 ſuppoſe?” C 
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No, Ma'am, I am his neice.” 


« Dear me, what a memory I have got, 


ſo you are, now I recollect; you have not 
been long with the family I believe; was'nt 


you under the care of a relation in town?” 


« No, Ma'am,” returned Angelina, 
rather ſurpriſed at receiving ſo many in- 
terrogatories from a ſtranger. 


e Ob, then, it was in the country,” re- 
turned her new acquaintance, whoſe name 


was Bonham, —“ ſo it was, I think I re- 


member hearing the name of the place, 
but I have a ſhocking memory, where was 
it pray?“ : | 


When obſerving Angelina look ſurpri- 
ſed at being ſo freely accoſted, ſhe con- 
tinued, *I am afraid my dear you think 
me very inquiſitive; I did not mean:to be 


ſo, however I admire your reſerve, for I 


hate to be interrogated myſelf, and indeed 
I always take care to evade it, for 1 have 


no notion of ſatisfying impertinent curi- 


=> 


olity, 


ö 
| 
| 
| 
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oſity, but there are ſome people whoſe 
looks intereſt one, and it is impoſſible to 
forbear ſpeaking to them, at leaſt that is 
my temper; bur, do my dear,” ſmiling, 
and taking out her {mciling bottle, « uſe 


a little of this, it is the belt ſpecific for the 
head - ache 1 in the world, and you look ra- 


ther pale; don't be afraid of .” 


Angelina, angry wick herſelf for cheriſh- 
ing one moment an ill opinion of one who 
fo openly acknowledged a diſdain of the 
character ſhe took her for, accepted of her 
offer by way of conciliating the paſt, with- 


out the leaſt ſuſpicion that this affected 
good-humour was merely to inſpire her 


with confidence. | * 


en Bonham was one of that deſeription 
of people who, without any ſacrifice to 
truth, may be literally ſtiled the peſts of 
ſociety. Her whole time was devoted to 
the deſpicable art of tale bearing running 


from family to family. —inſidiouſly creep- 


ing into the favour of all, till ſhe gleaned 


— each, * an affected eagerneſs to con- 
ciliate, 
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not the lighteſt foibles in any of her ac- 


quaintance or friends had the good fortune 


to eſcape her lynx-like penetration; and 
her malignant ſpirit was gratified by de- 
tecting and publiſhing them to the world; 
—for ſhe deemed it the greateſt mis for- 
tune, that mankind ſhould entertain too 
high an opinion of their nature. 


That the mind ſhould be capable of de- 
riving pleaſure from contemplating the 


frailties of a fellow creature; that it ſhould 


exult over their weakneſſes, and take de- 
light in depreciating their worth, argues a 
heart ſunk and depraved indeed. And it 
1s to be hoped, for the honour of human 
nature, that great as theſe evils are, they 
originate in a leſs degrading principle. 


Mrs. Bonham had been more than com- 
monly handſome ;—long accuſtomed to re- 
ceive that adulation which is ſo readily of- 
fered at the ſhrine of beauty, ſhe was proud 
and weak minded ;—her pride would, for 
its gratification, even deſcend to accept 

the 


ciliate, the minutiæ of every tranſaction: — 
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the moſt ſervile flattery: The heyday of. 
her youth was now over, and finding her- 
ſelf ſinking into indifference and neglect, 
without loſing a grain of her vanity, ſhe 
could no longer behold without envy the 
oblat ions offered to others, which ſhe had 
been fo long accuſtomed to receive as her 
due; and giving way to the unchecked 
propenſities of her diſpoſition, and to fill 
up the vacuum in her mind, ſhe became 
the inſidious, officious, and dangerous cha- 
racter before repreſented. She had bu- 
fied herſelf in depreſſing riſing merit ;— 
ſhe had looſened the cloſeſt ties of conſan- 
guinity,—weakened the bond of affection, 
and planted: ſuſpicion and diſtruſt in hearts 
| Where the moſt unbounded confidence had 
previoufly reigned: ſo that, in fact, whe- 
ther the principle of her actions was inno- 
cent or criminal, the effects produced by 
them' were equally pernicious. She now 
began to renew her inquiries ; but before 
Angelina could anſwer one of them, her 
attention was arreſted by. obſerving Miſs 
Dorothy, who was-fanning herſelf in a vio- 
tent perturbation, and with a countenance 
_ evidently 
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evidently marked by confuſion. She was 


juſt going to inquire into the cauſe, When 


Sir Francis, lolling over the box, and tap- 
ping her on the ſhoulder, exclaimed— 


« Ma-charmante, Miſs Aubrey, look into 
the pit; there is the old bore.” 


Surpriſed at his addreſſing her ſo fami- 
liarly, and wholly ignorant of his meaning, 


| ſhe affected not to hear him. 


| When again lolling over the box, he ex- 


claimed“ Why the petrifying wretch is 


_ nodding at our party ; what does the ob- 


ſcure fellow mean?“ 


| The curioſity of Angelina was now ſome- 
what excited, and ſhe begged to know 
who he alluded to. 


Why, don't you ſee,” he anſwered, 


ce the old fellow that we met at the trinket- 
| ſhop the other morning, ſtuck up in the 
third row of the pit.” 


The Baronet might have ſpared this in- 


telligence, 


* 
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telligence, for it was now impoſſible to 


overlook them; for Miſs Jenny was ele- | 


vated on the bench to take a nearer view 
of their party ;—whilſt the old man was 
directing her attention by pointing at Lady 
Eldwin's box with his ſtick, and nodding 
and laughing very facetiouſly. 


6 ſhall do myſelf the favour to retire,” 
ſaid Sir Francis; * for I ſhould be diſtreſſed 
beyond the powers of articulation, to 
be diſcovered in ſuch a fituation ;—it 
is too horrible to dwell on the obicure 
wretch will be certainly taken for one of 
my intimates.” 


% You won't leave us,” © Sir Francis, 
for you may be aſſured he won't claim ac- 


quaintance with you ;—it would be a re- 
flection on himſelf, after he found out your 


near affinity to the monkey tribe. Lou 
muſt really ſtay to eſcort us.“ 


Jam always ready,” he returned, «to 
oblige the ladies,” colouring at Ethelind's 


reflection. You know I acknowledge 
oy myſeli 
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myſelf wholly devoted to them; but on 


this occaſion, 1 muſt intreat you to excuſe 
me; to-morrow I will not fail to honour 
myſelf by paying my reſpects in the Creſ- 
cent, to inquire after your health.“ 


Sir Francis,” ſaid her Ladyſhip, riſing 


with evident emotion, “ be fo kind to bid 
the ſervants call up the chairs; that fellow 


in the pit is abſolutely coming towards 
us.“ 


« Dear Madam,” ſaid Ethelind, * it will 
be much more agreeable to ſtay where we 
are: he cannot have the aſſurance to ſpeak 
to us.“ | 


te I wiſh you would give me leave to act 


as] pleaſe. —Captain Northland, Pray open 
the door of the box.“ 


The party then quitted it, and Mr. Eld- 


uin came round to the next box to fetch 


Angelina; but before ſhe had power to riſe, 
Mrs. Bonham, turning round from a lady 


who ſhe had been ſpeaking to, and eagerly 
cCatching 


* 
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catching Angelina's arm to prevent her- 
moving, begged her to inform her Who 

that old fellow was? here he came from? 

who he belonged to?—why Lady Eldwin 
looked fo confuſed ?—and what was the 

rcaſon of their party going away.“ 


But theſe were . that if Ange- 
lina had inclination, ſhe had not power to 
reſolve; and perhaps ſhe would have been 
equally pleaſed to have been informed of 
them herſelf; but there was no time for 
Inquiries, and not chuſing to make them 

of Mr. Eldwin, ſhe reached the lobby in 
utter ignorance. 
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Captain Northland, to the diſappoint- 
ment of her Lady ſnip, informed her, he 
had ſought the chairs in vain; for not hav- 
ing ordered them till eleven, the ſervants 
had not yet come to the houſe. | 
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« am the moſt unfortunate creature in 
the world. — I am always meeting with 
diſagreeables.—Do, Horace, run and call 


I me a Chair,” | 
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„ Mr. Eldwin deemed it unworthy 


a man of his diſpoſition to render himſelf 


uſeful on ſuch trivial occaſions, and would 
have thought it too great a condeſcenſion 


to majeſty itſelf. Not chuſing to refuſe 


his mother, he therefore affected not to 
hear her, and returned to the box. 


Sir Francis, who had attended them into 


the lobby, now offered his ſervices; but he 
was not more ſucceſsful than the Captain; 
and returned to ſay, that the night being 


wet, the chairs were all engaged, and par- 
ticularly ſo as there was a ball at the lower 


rooms; he therefore begged her to remain 
where ſhe was, 


As there was no alternative, ſhe was 
obliged to comply, but it was with a very 


ill grace; for had the greateſt misfortune 


befallen her, ſhe cquld not have been 


much more impatient, * 


Some of the company not chuſing to ſtay 
the entertainment, were now coming faſt 


into the lobby, among which was Mrs. 
Bonham 


| 
| 
| 
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Bonham and Miſs Clinton; they had ſcarce 
entered, whenat the door of the apartment 
appeared the ſtranger and his daughter, 


At ſight of them Lady Eldwin gave an 
_ involuntary ſhriek, as the old man, with- 
out any reſpect to perſons, buſtled through 
the crowd, dragging Miſs Jenny at his 
heels, and coming up to their party, 
holding out his hand to Miſs Dorothy, ac- 
coſted her with the very familiar appella- 
tion of— Ah! my old girl! have I found 
you at laſt ?—Who would ever have thought, 
Dolly, I ſhould have ſeen you among all 
theſe fine folks? Where is Lady Eldwin, 
and the reſt of the grandees?“ But with- 
out waiting for an anſwer, and with a coun- 
tenance expreſſive of much pleaſure, look- 
ing ſtedfaſtly at Lady Eldwin, he exclaimed 

i « Why; as ſure as I am alive, that is Polly, 
Why, Jenny, child,” pulling his daughter 
* * to her Ladyſhip, © there is your own cou- 
, ſin Polly, as you have heard me talk of 
8 many a time; but the child is ſo daubed 
i and plaiſtered up, that her own uncle, 
Popham, would not have known her. — 
r | | You 


9 ** 
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You have not forgot me I hope. Where 
is your chicken how is your ſpouſe.—1 
did not know you were all at Bath, or 1 
ſhould have ſeen you before this. —Saw 
Dolly all' the evening ;—ſhewed her to 
Jenny ;—wondered how ſhe got there friz- 
zled up ſo fine. Wigs the faſhion, I ſay,” 
winking at her facetiouſſy. 


This ſtrange addreſs was received by all 
in ſilent aſtoniſhment. Her Ladyſhip im- 
mediately, in great emotion, without no- 
ticing Mr. Popham's ſalutation, and in- 
treating every one to make way for her, 
hurried towards the door: but this retreat, 
inſtead of ſaving her the mortification ſhe 
feared, only rendered it ten times more 


forcible, for juſt as ſhe reached it, he 


called after her in a very audible voice, 
exclaiming, (whilſt every one's attention 
Was excited by this addreſs)— 


« What now Madam, I warrant, you 
don't remember me,—never ſaw me before 
I dare fay ;—can't ſpeak to ſuch an old 
curmudgeon before all theſe great folks. 


though, 


* 
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though, if it had not been for me, you 
would never have ſeen one of their faces, — 
and no great matter neither.—What did 
any of them ever do for you, with all their 
fine frothy profeſſions? —Did they take you 
from your poor mother, and labour to give 
you a little learning, and make you appear 
decent in the world? —No ;—yet you can 
ſmile and talk to them who don't care a 
button for you, whilſt you bluſh to remem- 
ber me.—Oh ſhame! ſhame!—But come 
along Jenny; and doſt mind girl; —ſteal 
thy heart from pity and compaſſion, leſt it 
betray thee into the ſame ſnare it has thy 
father ;—leſt like him thou ſhould carry to 
thy boſom the child of thy affection, and 
when thou hadſt foſtered and nouriſhed her, 
ſhe ſhould ſting thy ſoul with ingrati- 
tude.” | | 


And then taking his daughter by the 
hand, he would have hurried out of the 
lobby; but the ladies having gathered 

round her Ladyſhip, who, wholly over- 
come by fear and ſhame, had fainted, ar- 
reſted his attention, and no longer remem- 
bering 
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| bering her behaviour when he ſaw her 
thus overcome, and going up to her, and 
taking her hand, he ſaid “ Come, come, 
1 did not mean to offend you, child :—I 
am a little pettiſh you know, and cannot 
help ſpeaking my mind.” 


But this amiable overture ſoon rouſed 
her Ladyſhip, and ſhaking Mr. Popham 
off, ſhe exclaimed, riſing from her ſeat— 
« Will no one call the chairs? I ſhall die 
with confuſion !”” * 


.« Why, heyday, what is the matter 
now?” ſaid he.—“ All in a wrong box 
again.— The Devil is in the women,—there 
is no ſuch thing as pleaſing them. It has 
been my ſtudy all my life long, and I have 
never foxnd out the right way yet.” 


Nor never will,” aid Miſs wie 
who till now had remained ſilent, © whilſt 
you take this method of wounding their 
pride. Coming bullying her Ladyſhip be- 
fore her friends; - what muſt they think of 
you ?—lIf you had wanted to ſec her, you 
Vol. II. 2 h might 
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might have inquired where ſhe lived, 1 
will anſwer for it, ſhe would not have been 


denied to you.” 


« Why harkee now, Madam—If you be- 
gin upon that ſcore again, I ſhall be 
| bouncing out ſomething that you won't 
like, What is a man piven feelings for, 
if he is not to exerciſe them: —there I ſat 
in the pit, all on the fidgets, without mind- 
ing a word of the play for looking at you; 
and egad, if you had ſtayed there much 
longer, I ſhould have hailed you;—but in 
the twinkling of an eye out you all turned; 
and ſo when I had hurried and flurried 
myſelf to find you all out again,—gone up 
one paſſage, and down another,—getting 
myſelf inſulted by all the fools I met,—1 
was quietly to have marched by you all ! 
ſuppoſe, whilſt I was burſting to ſpeak 
with you, becaufe truly you were ſur- 
rounded by your frippery friends.” 


« For heavens ſake, Mr. Popham !” 
ſaid Miſs Dorothy, “ don't talk ſo loud. 
You don't confider how you diſtreſs her 

b Ladyſhip 
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Ladyſhip before all this company: poor 
thing, ſhe does not know how to behave.— 
I can aſſure you, if no one had been pre- 
ſent, ſhe would have been as glad to have 
ſcen you as any thing; but indeed you 
ſhould conſider. Now pray don't ſay 
another word.—If you will call on us 
in the morning, I will take care ſne 
ſhall ſee you. —Now pray go to | oblige | 
me.” 


What, and by way of an inducement, 
you tell me in plain Engliſh, you are 
aſhamed of my company. — Why, Jenny, 
girl,” turning to his daughter, © you will 
learn ſomething, however, by coming to 
Bath ;—you will learn faſhionable free- 
doms, — which I think is as nigh coming 
up to impertinence, as any thing need be: 
_ —burt if this is politeneſs, I ſhall adopt it 
t00,—ſo now to pleaſe myſelf I ſhall ſtay, 
free and caſy you know, as the ſaying is; 
and, by way of keeping up an agreeable con- 
verſation, ſiſter Dolly, I ſhall give you a bit 
of my mind; perhaps it may entertain 
ſome of the company,” looking round him, 
I 2 « for 
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« for they ſcem to be upon the liſtening 
order.” 


| Here, to the relief of Miſs Dorothy, the 
chairs were announced, and her Ladyſhip, 
with the whole of the party, hurried away, 
Jeaving Mr. Popham and his — to 
diſcourſe at their leiſure. 


When they returned home, not a word 
paſſed of what had happened; and Sir 
Francis, who attended them, was too much 
a man of the ſon to notice it. 


But the moment he left the houſe, Ethe- 
lind, whoſe curioſity could not be ſup- 
preſſed, int reated her mother to tell her if 
there was any truth in what the old man 


il had ſaid, and if in reality he was any re- 
i | lation. | 

Il; E 

| After a long time, ſhe at laſt learnt from 
I Miſs Dorothy, (for her Ladyſhip was not 
li diſpoſed to anſwer her), that Mr. Popham 
i was Lady Eldwin's mother's brother, and 
| conſequently Miſs —— that they 


had 
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had not ſeen him for many years; that her 
Ladyſhip was once under ſome little obli- 
gation to him ; that he was a man who 
had roſe merely from his own induſtry, 
and that ſhe ſuppoſed by his appearance, 
| he had realized a gentcel independence. 
— But ſhe added, he was always a ſhocking 
vulgar brute, and a terrible temper; forif 
he does any body any little fervice, and they 
chance to affront him, he is ſure to tell 
them of it again, He has a natural anti- 
pathy to every one who lives better than 
himfelf, and thinks every thing but the 
bare neceſſaries of life, ſuperfluous.—* No- 
thing could be more unfortunate than our 
meeting him here,” ſaid ſhe, for he 
don't care what he ſays, or who he offends ; 
if we were to ſhut one door in his face, he 
would come in at another juſt to pleaſe his 
humour. I have not ſeen Jenny,” the con- 
tinued, “ ſince ſhe was quite a little girl. 
He has brought her up in a queer uncouth 
way, which you may perceive, though her 
ſchooling coſt the old man ſomething con- 
ſiderable; but ſhe is very little the better 
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for it, I will venture to lay my life, they 


will call here to-morrow,” 


It was then propoſed by her Ladyfhip, 
that if he did, they were to be out. 


But Miſs Dorothy thought this a very 
bad plan. She advifed by all means their 
receiving him kindly, as he would then be 


lefs likely to expoſe himſelf, than if he was 


irritated. 


«« No ſuch thing,” cried her Ladyſhip. 
What matters to us how much he expo/es 
himſelf, if he does not expęſe me. I would 
not ſee him again for the world.“ 


« But, dear Madam,” ſaid Ethelind, 
how can you refuſe him, if he is your 
uncle; won't he be offended.” 


« And what matters it,” ſhe returned. 


« cannot help it, it is not my fault you 
know; you would not ſurely have me af- 
front my friends by introducing ſuch a 
rude man to them, for he is intolerably 

unpleaſant; 
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unpleaſant ; it would be the moſt horrid 
thing in the world.” 


« Dear, dear!” cried Miſs Dorothy, pet- 


tiſhly, © you quite provoke me to hear you 


talk ſo. For feeling a ſecret repugnance 
for her own conduct during the evening, 


The endeavoured to excuſe herſelf by laying 


all the blame on her Ladyſhip.—*« I am 
ſure,” ſhe continued, © you have behaved 
very wrong, and we ſhould have managed 
it all vaſtly well, if you had received him 
otherwiſe; but to go to fly away from him 
as if he was poiſon, was not very genteel, 
conſidering the obligations you are under 
to him.“ 


« Well, I am ſure IT could not help it,” 
cried her Ladyſhip. .« What was I to do; 
you know how he behaved to me,—as it 
was,—expoling one ſo.” 


% No, Lady Eldwin, there I beg your 
pardon.— It was you that expy/ed yourſelf; 
for you could not expect when you affect- 
ed not to know him, that he would turn 

I 4 1 
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round and applaud you for your Inter- 
neee 


«« If I had been in any other ſituation in 
life,” ſhe replied, no more I ſhould; but 
now you know there is ſuch a wide difer- 
ence between us that I cannot poſſibly no- 


tice him.“ 


nh, pray do aſked Miſs Dorothy. 


* 2 {—why becauſe I can't,” 


« But why cam you? 


BgBecauſe it is quite impoſſible.“ 


« But why is it impoſſible?” 


« ͤ don't know,—only becauſe it is.— 
But pray don't talk to me any more, for 1 
am not in ſpirits to anſwer you; and I aſ- 
ſure you, I don't take it very kind of you 
for ſaying what you have to me.” 
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As Sir r Edward and Mr. Eldwin were 
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ſtrangers to all that had paſſed, ſhe begged 
that they ſtill might remain ſo ; and un- 
willing to have any more altercation on the 
ſubject, ſhe withdrew to her chamber, and 
they then all ſeparated for the night. 


But ſleep was baniſhed from the mind 
of Angelina; the fervour of gratitude 
which animated her boſom towards Sir 
Edward, and the whole of the family, had 
intirely repelled every idea that could 
__ awaken ſuſpicion, or ſhake that confidence 
which the purity of her own heart was the 
baſis of. She had long, indeed, contem- 


plated with ſorrow and regret, their unre- 


ſtrained indulgence in pleaſures which her 
reaſon taught her to condemn, and which 
the ſimplicity of her education had not pre- 
pared her to enjoy: but at the ſame time, 
ſhe believed not that thoſe whoſe conduct 
was leſs guarded, were neceſſarily crimi- 
nal; that religion which had taught her to 
ſhun the exceſſes of pleaſure, had inſtilled 
into her mind univerſal benevolence. She 
acknowledged that Lady Eldwin's conduct 

| was often very exceptionable; but at the 
*** ſame 
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ſame time, ſhe believed that thoſe diſcre- 
tionary powers which her Ladyſhip ſo ſel. 
dom exerciſed, were rather ſubyerted by 
temptation, than from a natural propenſity 
to err. 


Hitherto from the innate chearfulneſs of 
her diſpoſition, ſhe had Hattered herſelf in- 
to a belief, that ſhe enjoyed in her preſent 
ſituation as much happineſs as ſhe had any 
right to expect, little congenial as their 
minds were to her own. 


It was now Angelina was firſt awakened 
from this day-dream by the irrefragable 
proof her ladythip gave of a weak and de- 
baſed mind in her conduct towards a man, 
who ſhe herſelf acknowledged had fed, 
clothed, and protected her; and the till 
greater weakneſs ſhe betrayed in attempt- 
ing to vindicate a conduct that had neither 


reaſon nor virtue to juſtify it. 


As ſhe was revolving it in her mind, 
ſhe though « can the heart ſo effectually 
fubdue 
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ſubdue its affections, as to be thus inſenſi- 
ble to the calls of nature? is there no 
promptitude of tenderneſs, no latent re- 
flection to awaken remembrance of the 
paſt? when but a few years back ſhe de- 
pended on this uncle for all that the fu- 
rure was to have afforded her, when ſhe 
beheld him as the beſtower of thoſe com- 
forts, which are deduced from ſimpathy- 
ſing affections, and adminiſtering to thoſe 
wants which the helpleſs ſtate of infancy. 
requires, before affection can operate, or 
ſentiment be formed! 


Might not the ſame tenderneſs which 
incited him to cheriſh and protect her, 
have made his heart now dilate with hope, 
now throb with anxiety, as he contemplat. 
ed her future wellfare; and is this then the 
return does ſhe bluſh to remember him 
are the claims of humanity, tenderneſs, and 
generoſity to be ſtudiouſly reſiſted, whilſt 
thoſe of vanity and folly are cheriſhed with 
care? Is every avenue to her heart. ſo im- 
penetrable to virtue, that the inſtine- 

16 | tive 
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tive ſenſe of gratitude i is utterly extin= 
guiſned? 


If ſuch a perverſion of goodneſs is the 
effect of wealth, and if perſonal elevation 
is to be ſucceeded by the debaſement of 
the mind, may mine remain as it is, —for- 
ever ſtationary. 


Theſe reflections introduced a new ſub- 
je& of concern, that more immediately 
belonged to herſelf—it brought to her 
mind her own ſituation. 


: Mr. Eldwin yet remained undeceived 
in regard to the ſtate of her heart; and 
though every principle of right urged her 
to convince him of his error, an appre- 
henſion not to be combated. made her 
dre ad it; nor was it altogether without | 
reaſon, for- ſhe thought if on her refuſal of 

him, he ſhould; refer himſelf to his father, | 
and if her ſuſpicion of their near affinity | 
to each other ſhould be illuſive, Mr. Eld- 
einvanlohnc ſway over the minds of his 

family, 
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family, made her fear that the propoſals to 
gratify him might be acceded to—in that 
_ caſe, her refuſal of him would draw on her 
their endleſs diſpleaſure, ſo that ſhe muſt 
then either forfeit Sir Edward's regard, his 
tenderneſs and protection, or become the 
wife of his ſon, to be eternally wretched. 


CHAP 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Tre next day paſſed without any farther 


explanation. Mr. Eldwin did not appear 
through any part of it „having ſet out early in 


the morning for the Devizes with his father, 
from whence they were not to return till 


the ſucceeding day; the reſt of the family 
remained alone, the ſervants having been 
inſtructed not to admit any company; but 


this caution proved needleſs. Mr. Popham 
came not, and in the evening her Ladyſnhip 


ſo far recovered her chagrin, as to fulfil 
an engagement that had been ſome time 


made, and accompanied by the female part 


of the family, they arrived at Mrs. Orme's. 


This lady was among thoſe whoſe charac- 
ters admit of no particular delineation; 


ſhe 


2 : 
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ſhe received her company with politeneſs, 
treated them with ſtudied and affected re- 
ſpect, and ſpared neither pains nor expence | 
to out-vie them in her entertainments ; 
her rooms were as uſual much crowded, 


Angelina on her firſt entrance into theſe 

circles, felt that timidity which is the re- 
ſult of a retired education, but now being 
more familiariſed to them, her embarraſſ- 
ment began to wear off; for ſhe ſoon found ; 
that formidable as theſe aſſemblies appear, 
there is in reality leſs conſtraint in them, 
and leſs ceremony thanin the more private 
ones, where the attention 1s contracted : 

within the narrow circles of a few indivi- 

| duals, who meet but to obſerve, and fo» 
parate but to ſatyrize. | 


Angelina had vids been dignified by 
her Ladyſhip by the appellation of No- 
BODY, and with the ſame epithet by moſt 
of Lady Eldwin's friends ;—yet this did 
not prevent her becoming theadmirationof ©. 
all; the ſmiling cheerfulneſs of unaffected 
good humour played over every feature, 
At and 
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and the quick ſenſibility betrayed in every 
turn of her countenance, rendered her 
beauty as faſcinating as ſtriking ; but ſo 
little was ſhe ſenſible of the advantages ſhe 
owned, that ſhe ſtood the gaze of admira. 
tion with the happieſt eaſe—for her atten- . 
tion, ever alive to the ſurrounding objects, 
knew not that ſhe was an object of attrac- 
tion to others, © Thoughtleſs of beauty— 


| ſhe was beauty's ſelf.” 


Who is ſhe ? what has ſhe? was the 
general inquiry; but the anſwer to this 
queſtion would have effectually relieved 
her embarraſſment had ſhe felt any; for 
[3 her dependant and uncertain ſituation con- 
VvVverted all her lovelineſs into a mere pretty 
girl; who, for the pleaſure of gazing at, 
they condeſcended to talk with, whilſt every 
farther intention was entirely baniſhed by 
the unfortunate recollection, that ſhe had 
no wealth to beſtow. 
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| * Almoſt the firſt perſon ſhe recognized 

ih on entering the room, was Mrs. Bonham, 
14 who coming up to her, and artfully de- 
U Un, taching 
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taching her from her company, declared 
that ſhe had never met with any young per- 
ſon, that, on ſo ſhort an acquaintance had 
impreſſed her with ſuch a favourable opi- 
nion as Miſs Aubrey, Do you know,” ſhe 
cried, © I was ſo diſappointed this morn- 
 ing—I called in the Creſcent, and I wanted 
to have taken you with me an airing; pray 
my dear, how did you get home laſt night 
from the theatre—only think of her Lady- 
| ſhip, poor thing, how I pittied her what 
an impudent old fellow that was—in the 
name of wonder where did he come from 
Al declare I was in miſery for her—he was 
quite a ſtranger, I ſuppoſe, to Lady Eld- 
win—and yet if he had been ſuch, ſhe would 
never have appeared ſo dreadfully diſcom- 
poſed, for you know ſhe almoſt fainted— 
it would look rather inquiſitive, or elſe I 
_ would beg the favour of you, my dear, to 
tell me who he was—not that it is any 
thing to me, you know, though I ſuppoſe 
it is no ſecret. 4 


« It was her uncle Ma' am,” ſaid Ange- 
ina aa 
* Her 
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Her uncle,” repeated Mrs. Bonham, 
with ſurpriſe; that old fellow her uncle! 


poor thing, then I don't wonder at her 
being ſo diſtreſſed,” when obſerving Ange- 
lina look amazed, ſhe continued, “though 


to be ſure her Ladyſhip ſhould have recol- 


| lected he was her relation; the old gen- 


tleman I thought looked a little angry, and 
indeed he ſpoke ſo, for I happened quite 


by chance to hear all that he ſaid; to be 
ſure it was mighty odd of her to behave ſo, 
was not it Miſs Aubrey, now one thinks of 


it? I ought to beg your pardon, wy dear, 
becauſe.I know ſhe is your relation—but 
pray now, impartially ſpeaking, what my 
be your opinion?“ 


"Indeed Matar," faid Angeline, «1 


cannot give it you inpartially, it is not for 


a young creature like me to weigh the 
conduct of her friends, for putting truth 
and reaſon. in one ſcale, and gratitude in 
the other, the latter muſt always prepon- 


derte. 


ce Wel, well, you are a very good young 
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lady, and I dare ſay Lady Eldwin is extra- 
vagantly fond of you ; I am ſure ſhe ought 
to be—ſhe makes it her ſtudy to render you 
happy, does not ſhe?—ſometimes a little 
comical I ſuppoſe—that you muſt expect; 
the ſtate of a dependant in a family is no 
very enviable ſituation ; however, I dare 
ſay you try to make the belt of it; I aſſure 
you, that I often pity you to my heart, 
when I obſerve with what contempt they 
all treat you. It has been hinted to me, 
that they conſider you as an interloper in 
the family, but I never liſten to ſuch idle 
nonſenſe ; people are too ready to give 
credit to reports, where the injured is un- 
able to retaliate; however, my dear, that 
is not my temper, I often ſay, if all the 
world was like me, they would be fad cre- 
dulous dupes, for I am too apt to judge 
charitably ; pray, between ourſelves, is-not 
Miſs Eldwina very haughty girl, does ſhe 
not behave to you very aſſumingly.“ 


«© No Ma'am, not at all,” ſaid Angelina 
earneſtly ; * ſhe behaves to me with the 
unreſtrained affection of a ſiſtex.” 

es | « Ah! 
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% Ah! that iss all affetation—not but 
I am ſure ſhe ought—tor you are far her 
ſuperior ; I ſuppoſe: when you firſt came 
into Sir . Edward's family, they were all 


ſtrangers to you—what was the name of 


the place you came from; I think 1 have 
heard, but I have a moſt ſhocking memory 
—did you not ſay it was in Somerler- 
ſhire? * 


% No, Ma'am, in Glouceflerſhire.” 


« Oh, you are very good my dear, now 
I recollect, ſo it was; but pray don't tell 
me the name of the village or town, unleſs 


it is quite agreeable, for I aſſure you I have 


no motive for aſking ; though now I think 
of it, I had a very intimate friend who 
lived in the ſame county, who knows but 
what it might have been in the ſame place 
that you come from; was it near Ciren- 


_ ceſter ?” 


« Not very _— Ma'am.” 


ce Fray what was your mother 8 name! 8 
dies mean 
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mean the lady you lived with; for I under- 
ſtand Sir Edward had reaſons for con- 
cealing your near affinity to each other. 
Now, I muſt ſay, I don't think it was very 
honourable in him, conſidering you are 
as much his daughter as Ethelind ; to be 
ſure he may have his reaſons, every body 
knows their own buſineſs beſt, only be- 
tween you and I, I think he has acted very 
diſhonourably.” 


« Good heavens,” ſaid Angelina, © who 
has informed you of theſe particulars, 
Ma'am. Sir Edward my father! Mrs. 
Beverly my mother ! merciful goodneſs — 
then it muſt be ſo. 8 


« Ah! poor Mrs. Beverly,” eagerly ex- 
claimed the inquiſitive Mrs. Bonham, af- 
fecting to be very familiar with her ſtory, 
though until Angelina mentioned it, ſne 
never heard her name before. 


Did you know her Ma' am?“ aſked. 
ſhe anxiouſly. | 
: 55 ; 4. 
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« We won't talk of her,” returned her 


companion ſhaking her head; “ but de- 


pend upon the truth of what 1 have told 
you did this never ſtrike you before 
cannot you recall to your mind ſome of 
her paſt conduct to convince you, you are 


her child? 


« ] never dwelt on the ſubject,“ ſaid 


Angelina, * if I ſpoke to her of my father, 


ſhe ſigh'd; if I talked of my mother, ſhe 
wept, and all that I could ever learn from 


her was, that I was dependant on Sir Ed- 
ward, who ſhe called my only protector.“ 


« Did Sir Edward ever viſit Fer,” aſked 
Mrs. Bonham. 


E Ia am not at liberty to ſay, Ma'am.” 


« To me, my dear, ſurely you are 1 


am well RCqUaInted with out whole 


hiſtory. * 


This was an aſſertion ſhe was by no 
means qualified to make ; for in truth, ſhe 
knew 
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5 knew nothing more than what ſhe had 

learned from characters, who, like herſelf, 
are very apt at invention, « my intereſt in 
your affairs,“ ſhe continued, © merit ſome 
little ſhare in your confidence; I will call 
on you to-morrow with my chariot, and 
then if it is agreeable, we will take a ride 
together, and you ſhall tell me all that you 
think will relieve your mind.” 


It will be wrong, Ma'am,“ ſaid An- 
gelina, “to accept of your friendſhip, un- 
leſs I could bring with me the means to 
ſupport it; I am bound by a promiſe too 


ſacred to trifle with; to retain an invi- 


olable ſilence on the ſubject which you 
have been treating; and, unleſs I could 
enter into particulars, my preſent perplex- 
ed fituation would only raife doubts, 
which time alone can fatisfy.”” 


E « La, my dear, I am not at all curious, 
it is not in my temper to be ſo; I never 
like to afk queſtions of any one; therefore 
don't deny me the pleaſure of your com- 
pany on that account; there are ſubjects 
| enough 
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enough, I will anſwer for it, that we can 
amuſe ourſelves with, without touching 


upon that, therefore, to-morrow at eleven, 


I ſhall call in the Creſcent for you.“ 


Here Mrs. Bonham was interrupted by 
the appearance of Miſs Clinton, who com- 
ing up to Angelina, expreſſed herſelf in her 
uſual verboſe ſtile, with a profuſion of no- 
things on all the faſhionable topics of the 


day. 


This young Lady profeſſed a violent 
friendſhip for Angelina; and if the moſt 
flattering encomiums on her perſon, the 
warmeſt approbation of her dreſs, with a 


volley of unmeaning profeſſions of eſteem 


and regard, were to be conſidered as the 
teſt of her ſincerity, no one certainly would 
have doubted it; but there are ſome who 


think differently, who eſtimate it not by 


a ready flow of words, but by that warm 
intereſt, felt, which actions can alone de- 
monſtrate: ſtill, however, to uſe the lan- 


guage of the world, theſe profeſſions muſt 
be dignified with the name :of friendſhip. 


She a 


- HE DECELVES HIMSELF. 193 


She certainly thought Angelina handſome, 
good humoured, and a /wee? pretty dreſſer; 
ſhe could tell her ſhe eſteemed her above 
all others, and that ſhe wiſhed for an op- 
poitunity to convince her of her ſincerity; 
but if Miſs Clinton had been condemned 
to paſs the fiery ordeal, and after all was 
found leſs worth what ſhe profeſſed, Miſs 

Clinton would have only imitated the 
ſchool ſhe practiſed in. 


But the truth was, ſhe loved varicty,— 
every new face to her was a magnet, for 
her heart was of the moſt ſuſceptible kind ; 
but unfortunately the quickneſs of its im- 
preſſion rendered it not the moſt perma- 
nent, for juſt as ſhe had conceived a vio- 
lent regard for one perſon, the appearance 
of another totally annihilated it. 


Angelina's mind at this moment was ill 
diſpoſed to attend to the volubility of her 
fair friend, for Mrs. Bonham had awaken- 
ed fears, and planted ſuſpicions there, that 


terrified, ſoothed, and perplexed her by 
turns. 


Vol. II. * « My 
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te My dear Miſs Aubrey,” ſaid Miſs 
Clinton, “ how I admire you; there is 
hardly any one in the world that I like {6 
mel.” 


J am glad you except ſome one,” faid 
Angelina, forcing a ſmile, “ leſt it ſhould 
provoke your friends to envy me.” 


* < 2 Wa =. INES 
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« Oh! as to one's friends, they are no- 
| body;—I am forced to like them, becauſe | 
| you know they are one's relations; tho 
| I aſſure you, I often think that I ſhould be 
much fonder of them, if they were only 
common acquaintances ; for then they 
Il could not provoke me by finding fault 3 
1 with my actions, which they do ſometimes 55 
moſt abominably, till I am almoſt ready to <q 
8 kill them, particularly my mother; I al- 
þ ſure you, ſhe is worſe than all,—you have 
. no notion what a life J lead, — ſhe is ſuch 
a ſhocking horrid temper :—only imagine 
li how ſhe ſerved me yeſterday; —I had a 
| Licket for the Maſter of the Ceremony's 
hall, and had been contriving for a u eek 
before, an intire new dreſs on the occaſion, 
| for 


— 


HE DECEIVES HIMSELF, ef 195 


for you know one hates to appear common, 
and I dare ſay I had ſent backward and 
forwards fifty times every day to the man- 
tua-maker's, until it was finiſhed; well, 
home it came at laſt,—the moſt beautiful 
thing you ever ſaw in your life and do 
you know my mother refuſed my going, 
becauſe truly, (as if that could make any 
difference), my father happened to fall off 
his horſe, and diſlocate his ſhoulder. Did 
you ever hear of any thing half ſo provok- 
ing. I aſſure you I think there is no one 
in the world that meets with fo many diſ- 


agreeables as I do; and if it was not for 


having a friend like you to open one's 
heart to, it would be quite inſupportable.” 


« Is Miſs Clinton,” ſaid Sir Francis, ad- 


vancing towards them, * amuſing her fair 


companion by an accurate account of the 
happy mortals ſhe has condemned to 
ſla very to-night.—Why, my dear Madam, 
you look lovelteft of the lovely ;—your 
dreſs is exquiſite, and then the brilliancy 
of your eyes, the captivating lovelineſs of 
your form, and the. magic ſweetneſs of 

K 2 1 your 
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your whole countenance, render you ſo 


irreſiſtible, that the Paphian Queen herſelf 
has not more worn 5 


« Dear Sir Francis,” cried the lady, with 
a languiſhing ſmile, “ your language is ſo 
refined and elegant, that it is impoſſible to 
be angry with- you :—but I am ſure you 
don't mean one word you ſay, now do 
you?“ 


« Oh! cruel Miſs Clinton, you know I 
only live in your ſmiles.” 


A long dialogue then enſued, the ſub- 
ject of which was a declamation on the 
gentleman's part of thoſe beauties ſuperior 
to Miſs Clinton; and on the ladies, the no 
leſs important one of cruelty from mam- 
ma; inſincerity of all her young friends; 
the intolerable neglect of thoſe auxiliaries 
of dreſs that are concentrated in the im- 
portant perſons of milliners, friſſeurs, and 
all the et celeras. 


Angelina, not willing to be an auricular 
witneſs 
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witneſs of any more of the Baronet's rho- 
domontade nonſenſe, and out of patience 
with Miſs Clinton for allowing herſelf to 
be made the ſilly dupe of his unmeaning 
profeſſions, quitted them, and ſought 

Ethelind at the card table, 
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CHAP. IX. 


TE next day paſſed much as the for- 
mer; when on the following morning, 
whilſt the family were at breakfaſt, a ſer- 
vant entered, and ſaid a gentleman was 
below who inquired for Miſs Aubrey. 


Sir Edward deſired he might be ſhewn 
up, Whilſt Angelina, unable to gueſs who 
it might be, looked anxiouſly at the door, 
and Ethelind, with a ſaucy ſmile, aſked 
the receipt of her for the vermillion that 

died her cheeks: —It was in nature's poſ- 
ſeſſion, and ſhe could not give it her. 


Mr. Eldwin looked more than curious; 
he darted his piercing eyes on Angelina, 
| then 
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then on the door, with an expreſſion by no 
means meant to relieve her, though at that 
moment he certainly was relieved himſelf, 
for, inſtead of a handſome young man, 
which his fancy had conjured up, the ſtern 
and bent brow of old Mr. Wallpole ap- 
peared. This gentleman was unknown to 
Sir Edward, though perfectly well recog- 
niſed by his ſon, for it was he whoſe ſage 
morality had ſo much oltended him at the 
. 


There is a countenance, or expreſſion of 
feature, that ſteals inſenſibly into the heart, 
and before we have conſulted either our 
Judgment or inclination, boldly takes poſ- 
ſeſſion there. 


Not ſo Mr. Walpole, he was indebted 
to no placid ſmile, to no benign aſpect for 
the paſſport to any one's favour; he was 
indebted alone to the mild virtues; to that 
humanizing principle which is the milk of 
human kindneſs. 


Lavater, indeed, might have delineated 
K 4 | the 
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the features of his mind in thoſe of his 
countenance; but Lady Eldwin not being 


acquainted with the clue of the phyſiogno- 


miſt, read every trait there except virtue; 
but what leaſt recommended him to her 


notice, was his cor for unluckily he 
had forgot the neceſſity of appearing before 


great ladies, (or little ladies made great) in 
his beſt attire;—he had forgot that ſuch 
an omiſſion with them was ſufficient to 
cancel all the advantages he might poſſeſs 
in philoſophy, wiſdom, or virtue, as it was 
the token of the horrid crime poverty,—a 
crime which blunted her Ladyſhip's feel- 


ings to every ſentiment of humanity, and 


rendered her inattentive even to the com- 
mon claims of civility. 


« I am come,” ſaid he, advancing to 
Angelina, * to fulfill my promiſe to your 
friends at the Rectory, young lady. Miſs 
Summers bade me deliver this to you,” pre- 
ſenting her with a letter. 


Angelina thanked him, and Sir Edward 
begged bim to be ſeated. The latter was 
by 


. 
4 


DI IS, 
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by no means deficient in what i is called po- 
liteneſs; he could bow as ſervily to the 


mendicant, as he could bend to the prince; 


the one purchaſed him the epithet of good, 
humble gentleman ; the other, advantages 
beſt known to himſelf. 


He e for Mrs. Summers' family. 
Mr. Eldwin took up a book, — he never 
talked on ſubjetts ſo inſignificant, 


Lady Eldwin, with a fluency of ſpeech. 
ſhe ſeldom found, chatted to Miſs Doro- 


thy on twenty different ſubjects, in. order 
that Mr. Walpole might not be miſled 


with an idea that he was of ſufficient con- 
ſequence to excite her attention. 


_ Whilſt Miſs Dorothy would gladly have 
diſpenſed with her talkativeneſs, in order 
to have ſhewn her ſuperiority of mind, and 
to catch his attention by her profound re- 


ſpect for all he ſaid; for this gentleman 
W ith her was no > {mall favourite. 


4 


But all theſe efivits were vain. 
K 5 Mr, 
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Mr. Eldwin might affect to read; her 
Ladyſhip to talk; Miſs Dorothy to liſten, 
— Mr. Walpole was a ſtranger both to the 


cauſe and the effect, for he never thought | 
of them at all. | 


Sir Edward, who had the happy art of 
accommodating himſelf to all whom he 
converſed with, now entered into the ſen- 
timents of his gueſt with as much facility 

as if they had been the ſtandard of his own 
actions. They talked of the country he 
had quitted, on the political topics of the 
day; and Mr. Walpole, who joined a ſin- 
cerity of heart to ſimplicity of manners, 
felt himſelf perfectly at eaſe. He was no 
rigid moraliſt, there was a liberality in 
every thing he ſaid that was ſure to arreſt 
even the attention of the libertine, not 
that he ſpared them when his documents 
were neceſſary; for, to uſe his own words, 
he felt himſelf too much intereſted for the 
fate of his fellow-creatures, to ſacrifice 
truth to politeneſs. 


After ſome little e with Sir 
Edward, 


8 2 
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Edward; the old gentleman turned to 


Mr. Eldwin, and aſked him what he 
thought of Bath. 


The queſtion was ill applied. 
Mr. Eldwin lifting his eyes from his 


book, ſaid, with more acrimony than po- 
liteneſs, that he had never thought of it at 


all. 


« You have looked at it,” faid Mr. Wat- 


pole. 


«Yes; but I confeſs,” returned Mr. Eld- 
win, © that ocular contemplation has never 


been ſucceeded by mental; but from what 


1 have been told, I fancy it is a E 
you — ” 


Then you are ſatisfied, young gentle- 


man, on this ſubject, to adopt the opinion 


of others.” 


« No,—not that neither,” ſaid Mr. Eld- 
win, careleſsly, „but my contempt of in- 
| K 6 ſignificance 
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ſignificance is ſo well known, that the 
queſtion was never before applied to me.“ 


« From this I may conclude, you have 
been making conſiderable progreſs in = 
ſtudies, Sir.“ 


«© No, not at all; with me they are be- 
come ſtationary.“ 


« Really,” ſaid Mr. Walpole, ſmiling: 
« I ſhould not have conceived, young gen- 
tleman, that at your time of life, you had 
arrived at the ſtate of perfection: but the 
order of nature may be reverſed, and my 
- conceptions erroneous, for I always under- 
ſtood, that the haman mind was ſo formed, 
as to render a ſtate of progreſſion not only 
compatible with our exiſtence, but the 
_ univerſal operative ſyſtem of nature; nor 
do I conſider this a confutation of it. 
Pardon me,” he continued; “ you may 
have a correct judgment, deep erudition, 
and good ſenſe; but, even admitting this, 
there are, and there have been men who, 
I ſhould think, 1 boaſt of theſe ad van- 
tages 
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tages with as much reaſon as Mr. Eldwin, 
and with a vaſt deal more; I ſay more, be- 
cauſe we have had a proof of the one, and 
not of the other; theſe, however, have ac- 
knowledged, with the ſincerity of a liberal 
mind, that unwearied diligence, with long 
experience, and profound ſtudy, © have 
not been ſufficient to attain it.“ 


ce That may be,” returned Mr. Eldwin; 
« but you will allow the truth of an old 
axiom—There is no general rule without 
an exception. 


* Granted, granted. I am by no means 
difficult of conviction; and if you can 
make it appear, that you have attained the 
zenith of perfection, I will be very ready to 
———_— the R of 8 Judg- | 
ment.” 


Why then to prove it, Sir, I have ſtu- 

died theology, philoſophy, aſtronomy, an- 
_ cient and modern hiſtory, geometry, geo- 
graphy, coſmography, mathematics, logic, 
phyſic, and metaphyſics; I have choſen of 
| -- theſe 
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theſe ſciences the beſt authors, as Socrates, 
Ariſtotle, Seneca, Plato, Cicero, Male. 
branche, Locke, Epiſcopus, Euclid, Dio. 
phantes, Newton, Demoſthenes, Hippo- 
cra tes, el cetera.” 


« Well, Sir,” ſaid Mr. Walpole, * they 
are great names, and very learned men, and 
much profit may be reaped from the ſtudy 
of them. Philoſophy properly underſtood, 
grounded on reaſon, will at leaſt teach you 
| morality. Coſmography, comprehending 
aſtronomy and geography, are both very 
uſeful in forming the mind to wiſdom and 
virtue; the contemplation of the one, muſt 
waken the ſoul to reverence the Power 
that governs it; the ſtudy of the other, is 
a'fund from which may be drawn amuſe- 

ment to yourſelf, and uſe to your fellow- 
creatures.“ 


Mr. Eldwin's countenance at that mo- 
ment betrayed ſomething like contempt; 
but it was unobſerved by the old gentle- 
man, as he continued, — The other 
branches of ſcience you mention, have like- 
wiſe 
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wiſe their peculiar virtues:—but do you 
think, Mr. Eldwin, that you have deduced 
from each of theſe, all thoſe advantages 


which, intuitively . they 
muſt beſtow : * 


« do not only think ſo,” ſaid the ſcho- 
laſtic gentleman, ** but I am ſure of it.“ 


Mr. Walpole was by no means ſo con- 
fident ; he ſhook his head, not exultingly, 
but with an air of pity and concern. 


VMfr. Eldwin n it, and demanded 
the cauſe. 


% Were I to trace it,” ſaid he, © you 
would find it originate in yourſelf, young 
man; for at this moment I feel ſomething 
like regret, that among all the ſtudies you 
| boaſt of, you have neglected to cultivate 
the moſt uſeful, though, unhappily I fear, 
the moſt difficult —_ in nature.“ 


Mr. Eldwin coloured —it was the bluſh 
of ang. | 


Whilſt 
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| Whilſt Mr. Walpole looking kindly at 
him, and laying his hand on his arm, ſaid 
te you have neglected, my young friend, to 


cultivate a knowledge of yourſelf.” 


Mr. Eldwin roſe from his ſeat, his eyes 
flaſhed indignation. 


« Forgive me,” ſaid Mr. Walpole, «if 
I have ſaid too much, and impute it to the 
warmth of an old man—let me aſk you 
one ſimple queſtion—Suppoſe for inſtance, 
you beheld a man eagerly purſuing a path, 
fearleſs of all danger, becauſe unconſcious 
of any—You had paſſed through this place, 
knew all the difficulties he muſt encoun- 
ter, all the dangers it led to- would not 
humanity whiſper, this man is blind to the 
miſeries that await him, he is verging to- 
wards the brink of a precipice, from which 
ſhould he fall, deſtruction muſt await him; 
from theſe impending evils it is in my 
power toreſcue him Tell me, Mr. Eldwin, 
would you not on ſuch an occaſion exert 
yourſelf for his ſafety?“ pu 


Theſe 


at 


Ws 
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« Theſe metaphoric alluſions are trite 
and puerile, Sir, and have no weight with 


79 


me. 


« O! don't let it be ſaid, Sir, that be- 
cauſe you are learned you are above re- 
proof though great abilities excite ad- 
miration, they will never excite eſteem, 
unleſs accompanied by the milder virtues; 


few men are very fond of hearing of their 


own inferiority in mental ſtrength, partt- 
cularly when he who triumphs over them, 
has neither age or experience to leſſen the 
mortification ; and truſt me, young gentle- 
man, wiſdom never beams ſo lovely, nor 
ever finds her way ſo eaſy to the heart 
as when cloathed in the language of ſim- 
plicity and truth.” | 


When men who profeſs to be wiſe are 


found deviating from cuſtoms, which rea- 


ſon has long ſanctioned, and committing 
errors that great abilities only render ten 
times more flagrant ; don't we naturally 


ſay, hat man may be wiſe, but he knows 


it, 
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it, and arrogates much to himſelf, upon a 
few ſuperficial acquirements.” 


te If wiſdom inſpires him with contempt 
of his fellow creatures, who would volunta- 
rily enliſt themſelves into the ſervice of ſo 
immoral a diſciplinarian? but on the con- 


trary, when her attributes are mildneſs, 


charity, juſtice, and equanimity ; when we 
hear her breathing the ſpirit of truth and 


liberality, her influence is at once too 


pleaſing and too powerful to be reliſted; 
but theſe are qualities, Mr. Eldwin, that 
ſpring not in an hour; they are the growth 
of long cultivation, they bloſſom not with- 
out cheriſhing, they ripen not without 
care; but how beautiful are they in matu- 
rity l- and I hope I ſhall yet live to ſee 


them in your full poſſeſſion.” 


Mr. Eldwin thought he had them, and 
was going to reply. 


But Mr. Walpole prevented him by 


| ſaying, with a ſmile, © 1] know you think 


me an impertinent old man, for this free- 
, dom 
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dom of ſpeech, and what I am going to 
add, will I dare ſay confirm it ; but hear 
me, Sir; you are deceiving yourſelf, by 
| imagining theſe all your own; for he who 
wraps himſelf up in the fancied ſecurity of 
his own virtues, and believes himſelf in- 
vulnerable to all attac ks is ſure to be be- 
trayed; for when he diſdains the fear of 
acting wrong, he diſdains his Ny chance 


of ſafety. ” 


Mr. Walpole had entered heart and ſoul 
into this debate, without once recollecting 
how far he was tranſgreſſing the rules of 
etiquette , but her ladyſhip, who was per- 
fect miſtreſs of them, was very ſenſible of 
this ſoliciſm in good manners, and unable 
do ſit patiently to hear her ſon dictated to, 
abruptly quitted the room. 


Sir Edward too left it, but not without 
an apology, © you will excuſe me,” ſaid he 
to Mr. Walpole, «I am going to viſit a 
man, who I once had ſome knowledge of, 
ſince that time, he has been unfortunate, 
and if men of independence will not aſ- 

| fiſt, 
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{ſift the unhappy, to wages ſhall they look 
up for relief. 4 


This was aid with an air of compaſ- 
ſionate feeling; but alas, this was an af- 
fection of the mind that Sir Edward was a 
ſtranger to. It was, however, juſt ſuited to 
intereſt the feelings of Mr. Wal pole; he 
had looked into the book of human nature 
for upwards of forty years, and had read al- 
moſt every character that was written there, 
yet, when by chance he met with one leſs 
legible than the reſt, he would mildly paſs 
it over, and without any comment, leave 
it to be decyphered by its great author 
| NATURE. 


Mr. Eldwin took this opportunity of re- 
tiring to his ſtudy, not unimpreſſed ; and 
Mr. Walpole was preparing to quit the 
ladies, when Miſs Dorothy, with a moſt 
inviting ſmile, turned to the window, and 
expatiated on the beauty of the morning ; 
' ſhe aſked Mr. Walpole if he had ever been 


at t the Pump Room ? this inquiry was ac- 
companied 
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companied by another moſt gracious 


He faid, © he had never ſeen it fince it 
had been rebuilt, not having been in Bath 


before for many years.” 


An exaggeration of its improved ſtate 
from Miſs Dorothy followed this ſpeech ; 
indeed it had been her intention of walk- 
ing there, but unluckily ſhe had no eſcort, 
and going alone, was a thing ſhe was by 
no means fond of ; but all theſe hints loſt 
their aim, for it never entered Mr, Wal- 
pole's head, that a man of his plain ap- 
pearance, could be found an acceptable 


companion to a lady of Miſs Dorothy's 
ſhewy figure, to attend her to a Pw of 


ſuch public reſort. 


l wiſhed to aſk him Comp par- 
ticulars relative to her Rectory friends, 


but it was W be heard. 


Miſs Dorothy had now called up all 
her powers of rhetoric—and certain it is, 


ſne 
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ſhe never talked ſo reaſonably before—ſhe 
ſtrove to convince Mr, Walpole, that ſhe 
had an underſtanding above the generality 
of her ſex, and might have ſucceeded could 
ſhe' have convinced him ſhe had a mind 

above their vanities, for when he heard her 
talk ſo rationally, and contemplated her ir- 
rational appearance, he was puzzled, and 
knew not what to make of her. 


She ſat chatting with him ſo long, that 
the carriage came to the door to take the 
ladies an airing before ſhe was ready, 


Angelina did not attempt moving, as 

| ſhe conſidered Mr. Walpole's viſit to her, 
when Miſs Dorothy ſaid, in a voice unuſu- 
ally kind.“ Go, my dear, the gentleman 
will excuſe you ;” he bowed his aſſent, and 
as ſhe left the room, the heard Miſs Doro- 
thy ſay, „young folks, Sir, love a little 
variety, and God knows, there is no oc- 
caſion to deny it them, when it is reaſon- 
able ; for my part, I am for their enjoying 


_ pleaſure whilſt they can.“ 


« Since 
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ce Since ſorrow never comes too late, 
* And happineſs too ſwiftly flies. — 
Thought would deſtroy their paradiſe No more 
« Where ignorance is bliſs, 

« Tis folly to be wiſe 


Miſs Dorothy's mind at this moment 
was attuned to the moſt. perfect harmony, 
every note was in uniſon, and could ſhe 
have been perſuaded always to have 
touched the ſocial affections in the ſame 
key—She might have played for ever in 
the melodious ſtrains of urbanity. 


So extraordinary a change in her man- 
ners puzzled Angelina, who not being 
very expert in untwiſting the complicated 
thread of human nature, prudently left it 


to the wiſdom of thoſe better verſed in its 


ſyſtem, and joined Lady Eldwin in the 
chariot, her Ladyſhip ordered it to the 
Pump Room; it was an unlucky direction, 


for there a new mortification awaited her, 


Mr. Popham and. Miſs Jenny were there. 


CHAP. 


216 HE DECEIVES HIMSELF, 


CHAP. X: 


—B 


* 


| Ms. Popham was intirely a man of bu- 
ſineſs, though not a man of the world; he 
was alſo liberal to a degree of profuſeneſs, 
and integrity had not a better repreſenta- 
tive; his mind was uncultivated, his pre- 
judices ſtrong, yet his meanings were good, 
and when he was led into error, 'twas the 
fault of his head, not his heart ; he was an 
inceſſant railer againſt the manners of the 
age, and had a thorough contempt for all 
greatneſs; this made him often appear il- 
liberal ; he had acquired an eaſy fortune, 
intirely by his own induſtry, for he thought 
no man intitled to wealth but he, who, 
like himſelf, had laboured to make it his 
own ; and that which moſt others were 
: : | anxious 
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anxious to conceal, was his chief pride and 
boaſt; hence he was ſeldom half an hour 
in company with a ſtranger, before that 
ſtranger was acquainted with all the differ- 
ent gradations by which Mr. Popham had 
| riſen to independence, and rhe early viciſſi- 
tudes of his life were many. 


It was this morning, more than any 
other, peculiarly unfortunate for Lady Eld- 
win that he viſited the Pump Room, as 
Captain Northland and Mrs. Bonham 
were there, and with her uſual eagerneſs to 
hear and underſtand, they had worked 
themſelves into the good graces of the old 
man, who naturally being of a very com- 
municative diſpoſition, was entering into a 
minute detail of her Ladyſhip's pedigree; 
he had the misfortune to be rather hard of 
hearing, and like moſt other deaf people, 
had a trick of talking remarkably loud, ſo 
that he was not only affording informa- 
tion to theſe inquiſitives, but was alſo 
gratifying the * of many * 
ſtanders. 


Vol. II. L cc Now, 
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Nov, what think you,” ſaid he, pauſ- 
ing in the middle of the room, reſting 
himſelf on his cane, “ of her affecting not 
know to me? Did ſhe go to ſuppoſe, that a 
Litle was to diſlolve all kindred ties, or did 
ſhe think, becauſe I am grown old, that J 
am grown | unfeeling? I can ſee, taſte, 
ſmell, and have every ſenſe, ſave my hear- 
ing, as perfect as ever; unfortunately for 
me I can feel too; for I cannot help loving 
her, with all her faults ; and once ſhe was as 
grateful and as good as any child need to 
have been, before ſhe was made a grandee 
of, as one may ſay; for now ſhe carries 
ſuch a burden of pride about with her, 
as makes ker ſtoop to forget herſelf, in 
ſtruggling to ſupport her new dignity. 


« | han't patience with ſuch ſaucineſs— 
if it had not been for me, ſhe might have 
been working for her bread to this hour; 
but I lov'd the girl, and when fiſter died, 
I took her to my own houſe, and ſeeing 
ſhe was growing up with a pretty face, I 
put her out of the way to a great boarding 
ſchool, (for at that time I kept an inn on 

1 the 
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the north road) and let her learn to play 
on the muſic, and all that; well then, to be 
ſure, ſhe muſt go for to pick up a ſweet- 
heart, for Sir Edward who was travelling 
into Scotland, ſtopping at our houſe, ſaw 
her, and pretended to be violently in love 
with her, and to be ſure ſo he was, over 
head and ears as one may ſay ; but never- 
theleſs, if it had not been for me, he would 
never have married her, but I was up to 
my young gentleman, and talked to him 
pretty ſharply, ſo when he found he could 
not get her on his own terms, he was glad 
to take her upon mine, and in leſs than fix 
weeks they.were married; but after all his 
mighty to do about his vaſt love for her, 
he was aſhamed to ſhew her to his family, 
and it was a great while before any of 
them knew they were married; as to her 
not writing to me, that I can forgive her 
for, becauſe fhe had a great deal to take up 
her attention; but now, when I came be- 
fore her, not to ſpeak to me, to turn from 
me as if ] had been a ſtranger, and had no 
concern in her bringing up—oh, choak 
it, choak it, I can't bear to think abaut 
L 2 ., "ors 
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her; ſhe has got a heart—no, ſhe has got 


no heart, or elſe ſhe would remember, when 
ſhe is ſurrounded with a ſmiling plenty, 


that there are ſome of her father's relations 


half ſtarving for want in the north; but I 
queſtion if ſhe has not forgot that they 
don't live in the ſame frippery way as her- 
ſelf; as to her ſon, I find he is quite a prig 
of a fellow; I have not ſeen the young 


_ gentleman yet, but the man who dreſſes 
my wig, tells me that he goes by the name 
of the learned bear in Bath; for he won't 


be ſociable with any of the young men in 
the place, but takes upon him to reprimand 
them very ſeverely ; I don't like theſe fort 
of airs in ſuch younkers, I would rather 


| ſee them with all the follies of youth upon 


their heads, than ſee them puffed up 
with the folly of wiſdom, if one may call 
it ſo.” 1 


It was whilſt Mr. Popham was narrating 


theſe facts, that Captain Northland took 


an opportunity of ſpeaking to Miſs Jenny 
in his uſual florid ſtile, complimenting 


her on her improved looks ſince her ar- 


ri val 
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rival at Bath, with all that affected intereſt 
that he was ſo well maſter of. 


Soon after Mr. Eldwin entercd, and the 
captain, ever ready to appcar obliging, 
whiſpered the old man of his nephew's ap- 
_ proach, requeſting with his ready ſmile, 
that he might have the extreme pleaſure 
of introducing them to each other, 


« Why proſiitute your words ſo man,” 
ſaid Mr. Popham, turning pettiſhly from 
him, „there can be no plegſure in it; 1 
hate ſuch holiday terms; give me the 
man who ſpeaks what he thinks, and be 
it never ſo rude, I will forgive him; but not 
the puppy who ſtands thinking what he 
ſhould ſay, and then drawls out a fine en- 
limental lye.“ 


The Captain had too much poliſh to ap- 
pear offended ; his command of feature 
intirely maſked the diſpoſition that go- 
verned his mind, and turning to Mr, 
Eldwin with a ſhrug of his ſhoulders and 

L 3 an 
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an oath expreſſive of his contempt of 
vulgarity, whiſpered him who it was? 


Mr. Eldwin, in whom a ſpirit of con- 
tradition always prevailed, checked with 
a haughty air this unbecoming freedom, 
and walking up to Vir. Popham, intro- 
duced himſelf as his nephew, and well- 
comed him on his arrival at Bath. 


The old man with a bluntneſs that cha- 
racteriſed him, returned his ſalutation with 
an expreſſion of ſurpriſe and pleaſure at 
his having acknowleged him as his uncle, 
launching forth in the language of the old 
ſchool, upon the folly of pride (his fa- 
vourite topic) he addreſſed the ſcholaſtic 
gentleman as one who was a {ſtranger to 
the world, pouring into his ear all the 
ſtale axioms of the laſt century, and giving 
him as he thought the moſt wholeſome 
advice. Eb 


Had Mr. Eldwin been in reality what 
he profeſſed to be, he would have taken 
this as it was meant; but his iraſcible 
temper, 
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temper, was ever ſubjecting him to ſome 
inconvenience, and now he felt an acri- 
mony not to be ſubdued; he imagined that 
every one who ſaw him was to diſcover by 
his looks, that he was a man of abſtracted 
manners and profound knowledge ; one 
who diſdained all preceptive converſe, and 
withall a man who held the common 
maxims of the world beneath his practice; 

but at the ſame time he forgot he was not 

a man who could govern himſelf, and that 
this gravity of deportment was much 
oftener mingled with an air of conceit, 
than with the modeſt deportment of true 
wiſdom. 


The firſt pauſe of filence he eagerly 
caught at, and with a profuſion of ſcien- 
tific phraſes launched forth into the moſt 


abſtracted ſubjects ; but inſtead of inſpiring 


his hearers with the wonder and amaze- 
ment that he expected would follow ſo 
great a diſplay of claſſic knowledge, the 


old man was liſtening to him with affected 


gravity, every now and then winking fa- 
cetiouſiy at the Captain. 
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Mr. Eldwin was now high in the clouds, 
pompouſly holding forth upon metaphy- 
ſics, when he was ſuddenly brought down. 
by the appearance of Mr. Walpole, who 
entered the Pump Room at that mane 
with Miſs Dorothy. 


1 ſight of him, Mr. Eldwin became 
ſilent, and turning on his heel, would have 
abruptly quitted the party, when, meet- 
ing his mother at the door, he found him- 
ſelf under the neceſſity of returning; for 
the moment her Ladyſhip beheld the 
group, ſhe was ſeized with a very conve- 
nient giddineſs in her head, and was ob- 
liged to retire with a lady to her milli- 
ner's, leaving Ethelind and Angelina to 
the care of Mr. Eldwin, and when they 
Joined tke gentlemen and Miſs Dorothy, 
they found them all in excellent temper 
with each other. 


So ſweet and pleaſurable is kindneſs and 
urbanity—it has the power to ſooth the 
moſt ungentle ſpirits—even the rough mind 
of Mr. Popham was ſoftened by its influ- 

ence 
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ence into a forgetfulneſs of his wrongs, 
and the former ungracious behaviour of 
Miſs Dorothy, was intirely obliterated 
from his memory, by the force of her pre- 
ſent good humour. 


The captain, on Ethelind's approach, 
turned to her, and looking at Miſs Jenny 
witha ſhrug of his ſhoulders, whiſpered her, 
te that he had been paying his court to the 
girl, in order to learn what ſhe would ſay 
to him,” but — he, 00 * is Rupie be- 
yond compare. 


« Oh, Captain!” ſaid Ethelind, * you 
ſhould not have made the obſervation.” 


« Who the d—1 * an her?“ 
cried he. 


« Ma ny,” ſhe anſwered, Nis who are look- 
ing for money. 


« Has he got any. then?” aſked the 


Captain, quickly. 


** « Have 
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« Have-you any friend to ſerve, if ſhe 
has?“ ſaid ſhe, 


« She looks good humoured,” cried the 
Captain. 
© No wonder, when twenty thouſand 
pounds hang upon her ſmiles,” replied 


« Is that true,” he exclaimed, with a 
well feigned ſurpriſe, “ ſhe had need have 
ſomething to recommend her ; but ſhe 
would be no catch if ſhe had double the 
ſum, for ſhe is a perfect idiot.“ _ 


« Then ſhe will make an excellent 
match for ſome of our young beaux,” ſaid 
Ethelind, « fince it has always been al- 
lowed, that no man ſhould marry a woman 
of a ſuperior underſtanding to his own.” 


You are ſevere, Miſs Eldwin, but as 
you were ſaying ſhe has ſo large a fortune, 
it would be next to impoſſible to ſay a 
civil thing to her ; for her father is a per- 

2 fect 
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fect Argus, he is conſtantly watching her 


ſteps. I ſuppoſe ſhe is intirely dependant. 


on him.” 


« O, no! it was left her by her grand- 


mother: but this is kept a profound ſecret 
for they are ſo afraid of for/une hunters, 
that J dare ſay, if 5% was to make any 
overtures to her, the old man would tell 
you, he could not give her a thouſand 


pounds.” 


One would think Miſs Eldwin by 
your inſinuations, that you took me for a 
fortune hunter?“ 


« Oh! then, perhaps,” ſaid Ethelind in 
a very meaning tone, * you were on] y aſk= 
ing about her fortune, to prove how much 
you are devoted to me.“ 


« Juſt ſo,” he returned, “ good heavens, 
| who would be condemned to paſs his life 
with ſuch a being; a man that would ſa- 
crifice his happineſs to a little paltry—” 
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« Stop,” ſaid Ethelind, drily, “ and be- 
fore you finiſh your ſentiment, Captain 


Northland, go back to your favourite 


ſtudy, when you have practiſed upon ſpe- 
ciouſneſs a little longer, come to me, and 
I will hear you your leſſon, for at preſent 
you have got it ſo imperfectly, that you. 
cannot deceive me as you intended.” 


« Harkee, Mr. —” faid old Popham, 


turning to the Captain abruptly, « don't 


you go for to talk nonſenſe to them there 
girls; for 'tis the palaver of ſuch chaps as 
you, that makes ſuch fools of them ; no- 
thing makes me ſo mad, as to ſee the wo- 
men liſtening to ſuch fal-lal talk ; if I was 
them, ſuch puppies ſhould not come near 
me; and I will be ſhot, if it would not 
cure them; but to ſee a great hulking fel- 
low lounging away his time, and mumping 
about at every houſe he can ſhove himſelf 


into for a dinner, why it is not manly: but as 


the ſaying is, daub yourſelf with honey 
and you will be ſure to catch flies; in my 
days, ſuch ſkulkers would have been 
ſcouted ; then it was, who could be moſt 
induſtrious, 
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induſtrious, and the brave man was the 
great man; to ſecure the favour of the 
women, was to try who could beſt deſerve 
them ; not like the modern gentry, poor 


ſheepiſh, cowardly, fribbling, Maſter- 


Miſles, powdered and patched with fine 
delicate waſhes for their brawney faces, 
and hands as tender as if they had been 
always wrapt up in a cambric pocket 
| handkerchief; but ſome of our writing 
folks tell us, that if the men are dwindling 
into effeminancy, the women are riſing faſt 


into the character of the other ſex, and 
egad I think there is ſome truth in it, for 


there muſt be a great reverſion in nature, 
when the Miſſes are obliged to aſk. that at- 


tention which their modeſty uſed to com- 


Y 


mand.” 


« Oh!” cried the Captain, “ quite au- 
deſſeſpoir, the incompatibility.” 


0 Oh, pray let us have none of your fine 


long words,” ſaid Mr. Popham, interrupt- 
ing him, “ for I will be ſhot if I under- 
ſtand them, and what is more, I don't 

think 
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think you know the meaning of them 
yourſelf ; you pretty gentlemen who are 
ſo ſtudious of decking, your perſons are 
ſeldom very fond of ornamenting oor 
minds.” 


The Captain felt much exaſperated at 
this obloquy ; few men were ſo little ac- 
quainted with their own demerits as this 
gentleman, his readineſs at invention could 
only be exceeded by his cunning, which in 
the ſophiſtry of ſelf-love, he had converted 
into wiſdom, and in his own conceit, he 
. was equal to any man. 

20 eb: Gig Mr. Eldwin, happy in feel- 
ing himſelf an exception to moſt others, 
«all are not alike endowed with a Capa- 
city to learn and to underſtand. M 


te And very happy they are not,” ſaid Mr. 

Popham, “ for if all men were like you, what 

a ſet of poor uſeleſs beings would people 

the earth; for what ſignifies your Homer's 

and Horace's, or all your book acquain- 

rances? Lou don t know any thing of the 
| needſul, 
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needful, as one may ſay, what conſequence 
are you of in the world? if you was to pop 
out of it to-morrow, no one would miſs 
you; for you know no more of bulineſs than 
my Jenny: and buſineſs let me tell you, 
is the baſis of all your grandeur, and from 
which you derive your independence; 


though to ſay truth, it is a very lounging 


way of life for a young fellow like you to 
lead.“ ay 


« Tt is the path, Sir,” ſaid Mr. Eldwin 
pompouſly, that nature pointed out to 
„ 1 


« No ſuch thing, 1b. ſuch thing,” ſaid Mr. 
Popham, * ſhe made all men dependant 
one upon another, and every man, if he 
chuſes to exert himſelf, may fchfil her in- 
tentions: make your ſtudies to benefit 
mankind; take a ſeat in the parliament 


houſe, and ſtudy the good of your country, 


and if that won't do, make yourſelf maſter 
of her laws, and learn to redrefs her griev- 
ances ; fight for the general ſafety of her 
people; do any thing rather than live ſuch 
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an inactive life; idleneſs is the root of all 
evil, ſays the proverb.” 


« This is language, Sir,” ſaid Mr. Eld- 
win, © in which I cannot anſwer you.” 


ce Very likely not, becauſe it is the lan- 
guage of common ſenſe, and /hat you never 
ſtudied ; don't look ſo ſour man, what I 
fay is truth, and deny it if you can.“ 


te It may be ſo,” ſaid Mr. Eldwin, too 
proud to appear offended, * but I have no 
ambition to inveſt myſelf with the honour 
of the world.” 
« Oh, your ſervant,” ſaid Mr. Popham, 
« if you cannot ſacrifice a few of your 
whimſies to the good of your fellow crea- 
tures, you will not do for me;—where 
| ſhould I have been, young gentleman ?” he 
continued, if I had only conſulted my 
own humours through life, why. not as I 
am now,” looking round him with an air 
of exultation, © but running about with a 
; napkin under my arm to this very day 
| but 
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but here you won't aſſociate with 7h/s man, 
becauſe he is gay and frivolous; another 


is too ſpirited; a third don't underſtand 
your Greek and foreign talk, for mayhap 
he was not brought up at the colleges, and 
ſo on, till every individual is unworthy 
your notice, and you are the ridicule of 
their's; well y way of thinking was al- 
ways this; let every man remember that 
he lives for others as well as for himſelf; 
and that he owes to ſociety in general as a 
man, to exert himſelf to the extent of his 
abilities in whatever ſtation of life he is 
appointed to; it is prudent to ſacrifice in 
ſome degree to the humours of others; and 
ſurely it is but fair play if we expect lenity 


ſhewn to our own; but it ſeems ſo narrow 


minded to hear people diſdaining this man 
and t'other, only becauſe they don't hap- 
pen to be fitted exactly to our ideas of right; 
we cannot enter into the heart of every man 
to ſee what paſſes there, and when we are only 
left to conjecture, ſurely it is better to judge 
him kindly than otherwiſe; ſo nephew 
take my advice, and make yourſelf more 
agreeable ; for the man who is always out 


of 
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of humour with the world, cannot be of 


the pleaſanteſt remper to himſelf; and you 


Captain, inſtead of lounging your time 
away in frippery and idleneſs, be a ſailor 
again, (if ever you was one) return to 
your duty, and then you will return to a 


_ reſpectable character.“ 


Mr. Eldwin frowning indignantly, ſuf- 
fered Mr. Popham to proceed with his 


trite admonitions ; but the Captain feeling 
them rather too home to him, ſeized the 


firſt opportunity to walk unobſerved 


away. 


The reſt of the party ſoon after ſepa- 
rated, and Angelina excuſing herſelf from 
attending Mrs. Bonham, returned with the 
reſt of the family to the Creſcent; Mr. 
Walpole walked with them, and Angelina 
took this opportunity of inquiring after 
Mrs. Summer's family. 


« I don't know, my dear,” ſaid Mr. 


Walpole, « they are much the ſame at pre- 
ſent as when you left them, but 1 have 


| great 
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great reaſon to think there will ſoon be an 
_ alteration there.“ 


« Angelina ſmiled, for ſhe thought of 
Lucy; but he ſoon converted this expreſ- 
lion of her countenance to ſorrow, by ſay- 
ing“ He thought Mrs. Summers father 
would be ſoon no more.”—Something has 
happened in the family,” he continued, 
« which has almoſt overſet him.“ 


Nothing very terrible I hope,” faid 
Angelina,“ Mrs, Summers.—She heſitated, 

not daring to give utterance to her fears. 
« No, no, my dear, ſhe is well, thank 
God :”—and then, as if deſirous to change 
the ſubject, he added,. “ and as to your 
friend, Lucy, I don't know what to make 
of her; I believe ſhe is a good girl, but I 
am afraid ſhe is a little capricious: I was 
in hopes the young parſon and her would 
have made a match of it; but I don't un- 
derſtand how it is, they are neither of them 
like what they uſed to be. I took upon 
me to interfere, but got nothing for my 
| ; pains, 
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pains, for my young gentleman would not 
come to any explanation ; and if he had 
been inclined that way, Lucy was deter- 
| mined not to give him an opportunity, for 
ſhe purpoſely ſhunned him; ſo 1 do not 
know how it will end. I was for parting 
them awhile, as the ſureſt method of bring- 
ing them together; but the old gentleman 
oppoſed it; he would not have his pet ſe- 
parated from him; ſo there was an end of 
my propoſitions.” 


gut is this the cauſe of the old gentle- 
man's illneſs ?”—aſked Angelina. 


« No, no, young lady -you muſt not 
know that any thing has happened : when 
I ſpoke, I forgot that you were unacquaint- 
ed with their family misfortunes,” 


This evaſive anſwer only ſerved as an 
augmentation to Angelina's curioſity, and 
the moment ſhe reached the Creſcent, ſhe 
withdrew to read Lucy Summers! letter; 
but there was nothing in it that at all al- 
luded to what Mr. — had ſaid; it 
merely 
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merely contained a few lines, throughout 
which was ſuch an air of ſadneſs, that it 
was ealy to diſcover her mind was ill at 
eaſe when ſhe wrote; yet not a ſyllable of 
any unpleaſant circumſtance that Mr. Wal- 
pole mentioned eſcaped her; neither did 
| ſhe write of young Willmot, as was her 
uſual cuſlom. © 
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CHAP. XI. 


Ma. ELDWIN could by no means re- 


concile to himſelf the duplicity he was 


uſing, in order to miſlead the judgment of 
his family, for he had effectually concealed 


his attachment to Angelina from the ob- 


ſervation of them, by affecting in their 


preſence an indifference to the whole ſex. 


Their confidence in him was built on 
the originality of his ſentiments, and every 


doubt was filenced in the ſuppoſed inte- 


grity of his actions, and in the unprece- 
dented command he held over himſelf ;— 
but could his heart at this moment have 
been laid open to their inſpection, they 
would have found it tortured by its own 

: weakneſles, 
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weakneſles, ſtruggling between the pride of 
ſingularity, and the force of nature's af- 
fections. 


He had never ſpoke to Angelina but in 
public ſince the morning after the avowal 
of his paſſion for her, nor had he once in- 
troduced the ſubject to her ; but, inexpli- 
cable as it may appear, he ſeemed ſtudi- 
_ ouſly to avoid all converſation with her. 


Several times ſhe had determined to ſeek 
an explanation, and put an end to his hope 
(if he entertained any); but his ſilence on 
the ſubject, and an unconquerable fear of 
him, every day more and more weakened 
her reſolution: a habit early imbibed of 
ſacrificing every inclination to the ſenſe of 
rectitude, made the tardineſs of her reſolu- 
tion ſtill more glaringly wrong, and in 
deceiving him, her mind was unceaſingly 
tortured by its own reproaches. 


Theſe, however, were now for a time 
ſuſpended; a ſuſpicion which ſhe had long 
entertained was now confirmed. Sir 

Francis 
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Francis Twiſden, from his firſt ſeeing her 
at Bath, diſcovered a partiality towards 
her that ſhe could not but underſtand. 
His behaviour had long attracted the no- 
tice of all the family, and the encourage- 
ment Sir Edward gave to his viſits, tacitly 
confirmed his approbation of them: but 
they were of noavail, for the apparent weak- 

_ neſs and depravity of the Baronet's nature, 
ſhielded Angelina's mind, and rendered it 
invulnerable to all his advances. . His 

principles were ſo diametrically oppoſite 
to thoſe of virtue, and his ſentiments ſo 

_ diſſimilar to thoſe of Montague, that the 
corgpariſon ſhe involuntarily drew between 
them, as much degraded the one in her 
opinion, as it exalted the other. 


« Minions of mode, and ſcholars of the ſchool 
„Where nought is done, but what is done by rule.” 


| . With that ſingleneſs of heart, and inge- 
[ nuouſneſs of character, that diſtinguiſhed 

[ | Angelina, ſhe endeavoured to convince 
Sir Francis of the inutility of. his perſe- 
verance. N 5 


But 
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But the Baronet was not ſo eaſily to be 
| perſuaded that his advances were unac- 
ceptable to a girl who was dependent; 
till finding that his title and fortune were 
not ſufficient to intereſt her, he formally 

ſubmitted his cauſe to Sir Edward. f 


Lady Eldwin, who was jealous of the 
ſmalleſt attention paid to Angelina, and 
who had long marked Sir Francis as a 
ſuitable match for her daughter, felt, at 
this ſecond defeat of her plan, a reſent- 
ment which ſhe had neither ſenſe nor deli- 
cacy to ſubdue; and when Sir Edward, 
inſtead of oppoſing it, as ſhe expected, 
ſeemed equally ſolicitous that it ſhould 
take place, ſhe was exaſperated beyond 
the bounds of all reaſon, Nor was her 
Ladyſhip the only one on this occaſion 
who was thus intereſted, 


Mr, Eldwin, forgetting all his prudential 
reaſons, was ſurpriſed from his affected 
apathy into a moſt animated defence. He 
repreſented to his father, with all the ar- 
dour of one greatly intereſted in the cauſe, 

Two. - M. the 
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the inhumanity of compelling Angelina to 
marry a man who ſhe acknowledged her- 
ſelf ſo aden to. 


She bad been ſo much accuſtoined to 
obey Sir Edward as a father, that ſhe 
knew not how to refuſe complying with 
his commands; and what with Mr. Eld- 
win's regard for her, and the reciprocity 
of ſentiment which ſhe knew he ſuppoſed 
ſubſiſted between them ; her ſecret affec- 
tion for Montague, and Sir Edward's tole- 
ration of the Baronet's addreſſes, her mind 
became agonized between the gratitude 
and duty ſhe owed to the former, and the 
juſtice ſhe owcd to herſelf. | 

This mental wariare did not eſcape the 
obſervation of Mr. Eldwin, and ſtrength- 
ened his belicf in what to him needed lit- 
tle confirmation, namely, the certainty 
that it was on his account alone that An- 
gelina refuſed the young Baronet: yet 
earneſt as he was with his father, he was 
always guarded before the reſt of his fa- 

mily, and no one elſe had any reaſon 10 

ſuppoſe 


HE DECLIVES HIMSELF. 243 
ſuppoſe that he intereſted himſelf in the 
matter, 


Mrs. Bonham had frequently viſited at 
the Creſcent, after her converſation with 
Angelina. Lady Eldwin thought fit now 
to apply to her far advice, —more able in- 
ventive ladies than this 2710 perhaps never 
met. Mrs. Bonham thought it would be 
a moſt meritorious act to acquaint Sir 
Francis with the obſcurity of Angelina's 
birth. Miſs Dorothy did not like ro make 
any one unhappy, but ſhe thought it now 
her duty to ſay, that it was always her 
opinion that Miſs Aubrey (as they called 
her) was much nearer related to Sir Ed- 
ward than moſt people imagined. 


Mrs. Bonham aſſured her Ladyſhip, 
that from what ſhe had gleaned from An. 
gelina, Miſs Dorothy's ſuppoſition was 
juſt; and, though it was far from her 
temper to pry into other people's con- 
cerns, yet there were ſome inſtances where 


the thought it juſtifiable, © ſuch as in the 


preſent caſe,” ſaid this amiable lady, 
„ « where 
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* where your Ladyſhip has been ſo Pol 
impoſed on ;—whilſt, in the goodneſs of 
your heart, you have been beſtowing a 
Hattering attention on a girl who was in- 
troduced into your family to inſult yoy, 
and as ſuch, an object that ſhould have ex- 
cited your higheſt indignation. God for- 
bid that I ſhould 2e !I-natured,—but I have 
no notion of encouraging ſuch connections; 
—and to bring home his natural daughter 


as a companion for Miſs Eldwin, ought 5 


not to be forgiven.“ 


Mrs. Bonham was then deputed to write 
the Baronet an anonymous.letter, to in- 
form him of the unworthineſs of the ob- 


Ject which he had ſingled out as his choice. 


—+] his interference proved an inſtrument 
of good to Angelina, for the intelligence 
ſo alarmed the Baronet, that he demanded 


to ſee Lady Eldwin, who confirmed to 


him all the contents of the letter. 


The conſequence was, that Sir Francis 
immediately abſented himſelf from Sir Ed- 


ward's; and when the latter, who affected 
to 
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to be offended at the verſatility of his con- 
duct, demanded of him an explanation 
of it, the Baronet not chuſing to acquaint 
him of his real motives for breaking off the 
match, offered, as a very plauſible excuſe, 


Angelina's indifference towards him. Sir 


Edward was ſtrangely chagrined by this 
intelligence, and treated her with an aſpe- 
rity that ſne did not deſerve: but the relief 
the Baronet's abſence gave to her mind, 
reſtored her to her uſual ſpirits, and for- 
getting her ſituation with Mr. Eldwin, ſhe 


began to regain her natural temper of 


mind. 


Lady Eldwin was highly gratified at hav- 
ing fruſtrated the match. 


Mr. Popham had been, through the in- 
terpoſition of Sir Ed ward, received at the 
Creſcent upon very friendly terms. Dur- 
ing his ſtay he had occaſion to viſit the 


| Devizes, and it not being convenient to 
take his daughter with him, he requeſted ' 


nn to let her remain with her 
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Ladyſhip,—very bluntly telling the Cap- 


tain who was preſent there, not to talk any 


of his nonſenſe to the girl, for he would 


never give his conſent to her marrying a 
fellow that was looking out for nothing 


but money. 


There, however, appeared no grounds 
for his preſent fears, as the Captain, turn- 


ing to Ethelind, with a contemptuous 
ſmile, ſwore he would not be plagued with 


ſuch an idiot for all the riches of Peru. 


In this fentiment the Captain was cer= 
tainly juſtifiable, for the trouble and anxi- 
ety ſhe gave the family during her reſi- 
dence with them, fully proved how great 


a ſacrifice a man of nice feeling muſt 


make before he could think ſeriouſly of 
her. 


She was one to whom nature had been 
a niggard i in all her gifts, for neither edu- 
cation nor company could poliſh her: her 
cunning ſupplied the place of wiſdom, for | 


with a peculiar * of mind, ſhe 
= | bo with 
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united a degree of art and trick, that ren- 
dered her as dangerous as ſhe was trouble- 
ſome. 


One morning when Angelina and Ethe- 
lind were together in the breakfaſt room, 
Capt. Northland entered, and with his uſual 
obſequiouſneſs, began complimenting the 
latter, regretting his unhappy fate in being 
ſo ſoon to be 8 from her. 


« How ſhall I exiſt, » cried he, “ in your 
abſence.—It is your preſence alone, love- 
lieſt Miſs Eldwin, that gives beauty to 
every object I gaze on—like the meridian 
ſun, you have power to re- animate all na- 
ture, and when you withdraw yourſelf 


from my ſight, every day will appear a 


e winter.“ 

« O, what an elegant metaphor!” cried 
Ethelind, affecting his manner.“ Let me 
write it down in my memory, and, like 
you, repeat It upon every occaſion that of- 
fers—But tell me Captain,-when I no 
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longer illumine this hemiſphere, will yon 
not forget that I ever ſhone?” 


cc 3 ** 10 « till can forget 
your wit, your beauty, and your grace.— 
A man that profeſſes what he does not 
The Captain heſitated; 
—when Ethelind, catching his laſt word, 


haſtily ſubjoined—* To have the duplicity 


of his heart unveiled, and publicly expoſed 
to that contempt and abhorrence his ſpe- 


ciouſneſs * — 


ec True,” ſaid the Captain, but he ſpoke 
his concurrence in her Pinien with much 
heſitation. 


Fe Suppoſe now, for inſtance,” ſaid ſhe, 


© that all you have been ſaying to me was 


merely to diſguiſe a deſign you had to run 
away with my couſin Jenny, —nay don't 
look ſo uneaſy,—] mention you, you 


know, only for the ſake of example—ſup- _ 


poſing you were inclined to ſacrifice your 


happineſs, in order, as you have no depend- 
ance of your own, to lead an eaſy indolent 


life; 
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life; you had heard ſhe had a good fortune, 
and that you might be better acquainted 
with the ſtate of her finances, you came 
bowing and ſmiling to me, maſked in the 
character of a ſentimentaliſt.” * 


The Captain looked uneaſy, drew out 
his watch, —played with the chain, — 
walked to the window, - threw up the ſaſh, 
and leaned out of it, —humimed a tune, — 
then went towards the-door, where making 
a haſty excuſe, he hurried out of the 
room. 


Now what a pretty contemptible fi- 
gure he makes,” cried Ethelind.— Did 
you obſerve how filly he looked?“ 


« I did, indeed,” ſaid Angelina: but 
Jam at a loſs to know the reaſon, unleſs 
he was offended with the picture you 
ha” "OM 


« Tt was too like the original not. to be 
underſtood,” cried Ethelind.— I. have 
long ſuſpected him. by the manner with 
XM 5 which 
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which he has been endeavouring to glean 
from me the ſtate of Jenny's fortune; and 
| knowing his poor narrow ſoul, I have 

given him to believe that it is ſomething 
conſiderable, and independent of the o1d 
man,—though, by the by, It is wholly at 


his diſpoſal.” 


© I think it hardly poſſible,” ſaid Ange- 
lina, „that he ſhould harbour ſuch a de- 
ſign, after the ridicule he has publicly 
made of her.—He is not quite ſo ignorant 
as not to diſcover what a diſagreeable girl 
ſhe is;—and after the manner in which he 
has been treated by the family, he can 
never be ſo villainous as to act with ſo 
much duplicity.” 


« You don't know his character, —He 
had actually the aſſurance to make love to 
me on our firſt arrival at Bath, —and would 
have run away with me from my father's 
houſe, —at the very moment he was re- 
ceiving every mark of hoſpitality there. — 

A pretty affair I ſhould have made of it 
truly, to have cloped and married a broken 
Captain. 


* 
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Captain. — He is very ſenſible of Jenny's 
defects, and therefore is more aſſured of his 
ſucceſs, as ſhe is too ſimple to underſtand 
that it is only for her money he addrefles 
her. —[ have picked up a letter of his, 
which was conveyed to her wrapped up in 
a pocket handkerchief ;—the ſtile 1s as cu- 


rious, as the ſpelling is corrupt :—the Cap- 


tain ſhould have ſtudied orthography be- 
fore he attempted to write.” Ethelind 
then drawing it from her pocket, humour- 


ouſly read its contents. — The letter was as 


follows: i 


Ever deareſt Miſs Genny Popham, 


© i now vintur two expres by leter 
what your incomprehenſible mind muſt - 


long before this have found out, how 
ſinſeerly i adoor yu ;=this is mutch two 
feant an expreſhun to give yu a juſt idear 
of the ſtrenth and ſulidity of my ſinte- 
ments. —juge then of the meſarable ours 


i have paſt ſince i fuſt beheld yu, in not 
bein aloud to peante my paſhon in his tru 
culors;—but, 1n the fuſt place, Miſs Eld- 

M6 . win 


| 
| 
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win kips ſuch a ſharp i upon me, that i 
am in continal dred of bein found out.— 


O, how hartily i diſpize her Nothing 


but my admeraſhun of yu, ſweateſt Miſs 


Ginny, wold temp me to notis her at aw], 
—for aul her ſencibility,—witch, in my 
oppinion, is the moſt diſagreeable and un- 
amable qualyti that cann diſtinguſh a wu- 


man ;—1t makes them think there ſelves as 


wiſe as us men, —and when that unhapy 
idears get into there hed, there impurt- 
nance riſes to a degre of intolurability.— 
in the ſekond place let me inform yu, that 
wilſt i viſns Sir Edward, and daely puniſh 
my two ſuſſiptuble pheelings by ſiting 
doun at there tabel, and purtakin of there 
fair, my hole hart riſes in indignaſhun 


againſt them atol. an culd i by ſum hapy 


menes reſku yu from there tirannikal 


power, —0 how wuld my hart beet with 


tranſpirt at ſo glorous an merotorus an ak- 


 compluſhment.—your father has declared, 


that nun but a nave or a fule will mary yu | 


now this is a inſult unbarabel two a man 


of my pheelins;—for 1 murſt beg leve to 
inform him, that he ſpekes without riſpon- 
| ſabilyty; 
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ſabilyty ;—for i, who am nether nave or 
| fule, bein always hedicated a gentleman, 
witch no dout you have bin informd of, 
do ear haknolege with the moſt unre- 
ſtraned fredom,—that, with yur conſent, 1 
will make yu my wive;—but, in the pre- 
ſent ſtage of the biſneſs, this open declara- 
ſhun muſt remain for ever ſekrit.—in the 
thurd place, i have effected to admir Miſs 
Eldu in ;—ſweateſt Miſs Ginny, don't 
compute this to my diſparugment for i 
aſſure yu on my Honnor, and i never deſend 
to make any vane proteſtaſhuns, that 1 
don't meen one word that 1 ſay too her. 
happy for me, and 1 glory to make the 
declaraſhun without quivocaſhun, that i 
have an underſtandin to diſkuver yur ex- 
trordenary ſenceebility.—if Miſs Eidwin 
ſhulde adreſs you with her horid an kuri- 
ous enquiriſe, and if ſhe ſhuld have the 
impertinent loquaſſeti to menſhun my 
name, ſeem, deereft Miſs Ginny, to diſpize 
me, and endevor two- purſwade her that 
when i ſpeke of her it is in praſe 
of her wit, her buty, and her grace; 
—ſay to her, i adoor her; — teech her to 
believe this, and yu are mine for ever.— 


let 


| let me wonce more aſhure yu of the un- 
intereſtednes of my paſbun; — for i ſolemnly 
declare, that i diſpies the idear of a man's 
maring for munny, as much as i diſpies a 
 wuman for rejektin a man without any.— 
| may yu be favrable to my wiſhes, for on 
tis hope reſt the hapines of yur moſt 
| humbell adoorer. 
| Davrd NoRTHLAND.? 


| 

| 

| 
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| 

| 

| 


&« A very charming ſpecimen,” faid 
Ethelind, “of the advantages the Captain 
has derived from having been hedekated a 
gentleman,—Did you ever read ſuch a love 
epiſtle?—his ſharp i—is delightfully flat.— 
No wonder he has met with ſo many re- 
pulſes from the ladies, if his paſb-un has 
always been expreſſed in ſuch chaſte terms. 
Don't you admire the delicacy of his 
feeling in mingling with' the family he 

Jeſpiſes?— Let I am thinking the poor 
gentleman might have ſkulked about Bath 
a good while, before any body elſe would 
have admitted him to their table.—— 
« Why, my dear girl! what makes you ſo 

_ thoughtful? you don't anſwer me.“ 


cc If ; 
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« If any thing keeps me ſilent,” ſaid 
Angelina, © it is the ſorrow and diſap- 
pointment I feel, for till now I never 
knew that virtue could be ſo eaſily imitated. 
—Ethelind,” ſhe continued, with an ex- 


preſſion of the moſt artleſs ſurpriſe, © how 
can the heart familiariſe itſelf to the ap- 


pearance of gcodneſs, and deliberately me- 
ditate wrong? If vice can fo effectually 
veil itſelf in ſpeciouſneſs, where ſhall the 
innocent, confiding heart depend?” 


„Oh! not, my dear, upon the promiſes 
and proteſtations of theſe vain talking 


 men,—for I have a very poor opinion of 
their mightineſſes altogether;—and when 


I give credit to one half they ſay to me, I 


pay a compliment to their ſincerity at the 
expence of my own credulity, for they are 
all as verfatile as the winds.” 


Heaven forbid that all ſhould be fo!” 
baked Angelina 


«Well, but, continued Ethelind, * now 
we are met in — do give me ſome of 
your 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


your ſage advice; what muſt I do with 
| this letter ?” | 


Haſten with it to her father without a 
moment's deliberation,” ſhe anſwered. 


« What !—prevent the Captain from 
_ Froving the uninterefledneſs of his paſſion 
by eloping with this divinity ?—I would 
not be inſtrumental to robbing him of 
/uch a treaſure,—to be miſtreſs of the Eaſt 
—my impertinent loquacity ſhall not ſtop 
the gentleman in his courſe ; he has be- 
gan the career of ambition, and let him 
5 purſue his own way: —but if he does not 
ſtumble upon diſappointment before he 
finiſhes his journey, then I am no pro- 
pheteſs. | 


7 
19 
. 


Lou are not ſerious, Ethelind; conſi- 
der the girl herſelf, —her weakneſs is na- 
tuae's defect, as ſuch we ſhould pity, not 
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inſult her, Conſider 


« Oh, nonſenſe! conſider that the Cap- 
tain is only courting her for her money; 
HH and 
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and when he marries her,—confider how 


he will meet his deſerts, in finding ſhe has 
little or none to beſtow:—and when man 


makes his tongue an inſtrument of deceit, 
does he not deſerve to be foiled by his own 


weapons?” 


« But not at the expence of another's 
happineſs.” | 3 | 


* 


« Oh! you are very much miſtaken; 


for the old man ſays he has had a world of 
trouble with her already,—ſhe is ſo obſti- 
nate and ungrateful in her temper; and I 
think the beſt piece of ſervice we can do 
them all, is to let him marry her at once. 
eld Popham will then get rid of his 
plague;—the Captain will be caught in his 
own ſnare, and be prevented from delud- 
ing a more eſtimable woman by his ſpe- 
ciouſneſs ;—Jenny, with her weak head, 
and bad heart, will exatly match him:— 
and ſurely it is better that theſe two un- 
amiables ſhould be united to each other, 
than that either of them ſhould be per- 
mitted, by marrying elſewhere, to offend 

| the 
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the dignified mind of truth, or torture 
the feelings of refined ſenſibility” 


Here the entrance of Mr. Eldwin inter- 
rupted Ethelind. He came, he ſaid, in 


ſearch of a book that he had left on the 


breakfaſt table: he did not, however, at- 


tempt looking for it, but fat himſelf down 
with an air of more than uſual thought- 


fulneſs. 


Ethelind, who felt at all times a perfect 


Horreur at the company and converſation of 


her brother, with infinite vexation at this 


unexpected intruſion, beckoned Angelina 


to follow her, and went out of the room. 


She was gladly obeying her, when Mr. 
Eldwin, haſtily riſing, exclaimed—* An- 
gelina !—Miſs Aubrey !”-—She turned at 
the mention of her name, doubting what 


he would next ſay to her. —“ Are you 
going?“ cried he, with ſome heſitation 
„ Will you — 


I mean, have you ſeen 


any thing of my book?“ - But, without 
valting for a reply, he added“ The wea- 
ther 
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ther is invitingly fine I ſhall walk. Are 
you going to the rooms this morning? 


Angelina had conceived by his manner 
of detaining, her, that he was going to re- 
new the ſubject of his paſſion; therefore, 
without hearing what he ſaid, ſhe ſtood 
fearfully revolving in her mind, in what 
manner to explain to him the fallacy of 
his hopes, without wounding his pride, 
or incurring his cenſure, for allowing 
him to remain ſo long ignorant of her 
meaning. 


Mr. Eldwin, obſerving ner abſent- air, 
repeated the queſtion; but ſhe anſwered 
him confuſedly, and with evident embar- 
raſſment. This mark of ſenſibility he 
read as a farther proof of her ſentiments 
in favour of himſelf, and unwilling to 
give pain to her feelings, he very gra- 
ciouſly opened the door Hand with an air 
of gaiety ſaid, as he held it for her to paſs 

—“ You ſee how ready I am to facrifice 
my wiſhes.to yours; yet J might add, that 

when 
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when I give up liberty to you, it is to ſe- 
cure to myſelf future happineſs.” 


This was ſaid with ſuch unuſual fpor- 
tiveneſs, that Angelina, more fearful than 
ever of coming to an explanation, (for to 
eſcape the preſent moment was all that 
occupied her), bowed with a forced ſmile, 
and haſtily paſſed him, thoughleſs of how 
ſhe ſhould meet him hereafter, and the 
longer ſhe protracted the evil, the more 
ſhe augmented it ;—but the moment ſhe 
reached her chamber, the glaring impro- 
priety of letting ſo good an opportunity 
_ eſcape her, ruſhed forcibly on her mind; 
—ſhe had added to her own difficulties by 
her irreſolute conduct, —To leave him in 
this error was more than wrong ;—it was 
unjuft and cruel,—as it ſeemed impoſſible, 
from his behaviour, that his regard for 
her could be otherwiſe than ſincere; and 
what excuſe could ſhe offer him that 
would juſtify this ſilence? —The truth ſhe 
knew would moſt condemn her in his opi- 
nion, ſince, from the ſtrength of his own 


mind, he could form no idea of the fear- 
: fulneſs 
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fulneſs that overpowered hers.—With ſe- 
vere ſelf-blame ſhe reproached her own 
want of ſteadineſs, and her concern was 
not leſſened by reflecting than an imme- 
diate explanation of his miſtake, and a 
prompt and poſitive rejection of him 
could not exculpate her from blame; — ſſie 
ſaw no means to extricate herſelf from 
this enthralment. In this ſtate of total 
diſapprobation of her conduct, Angelina 
would have forborne joining the party for 
the Pump Room; but as they were to 
quit Bath on the following day, they were 
to make ſome leave-taking viſits.; from 
theſe ſne could not with * excuſe 
herſelf. 


Mr. Eldwin had ſaid, he could not ac- 
company them, yet when ſhe deſcended, 
ſhe found him with the reſt of the group, 
and he immediately joined her. During 
their walk, his converſation was animated 
and lively, and had ſhe been unintereſted 
in the cauſe, his gaiety would have afford- 
ed her much entertainment, but occupied 
by her « own unhappy reflections, ſhe was 

penſive 
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penſive and thoughtful ; the company was 
mixed, and a general converſation pre- 
vented her from ſpeaking ſeriouſly to 
him. 4g a 


It is a mortifying proof of the imbeci- 
lity of our nature, when the mind is forced 
to enter into fallacious arguments with it- 
ſelf, in order to reconcile it to its own re- 
flections; Angelina endeavoured to palli- 
ate what ſhe had done, and eagerly ſought 
to be pleaſed with every object around her; 
but the effort was vain, ſhe was yet un- 
hackenied in this ſpecies of ſophiſtry, and 
the uneaſineſs ſhe experienced throughout 
the day, afforded her a proof, that when 
the mind is not at peace with itſelf, it can 
receive no enjoyment froin outward ob- 
jects. 

In the evening they were joined by Mr, 
Walpole, he came to bid them adieu, be- 

fore they quitted the country. 


Ile had been from his firſt arrival at Bath 
a conſtant viſitor at .the Creſcent; but 
hy 
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why he was ſo, ſeemed equally inexplica- 
ble to them all. It was not for the com- 
pany of Sir Edward he came, for he was 
ſeldom at home; and Mr, Walpole's taſte 
for the rational and ſober enjoyments of 
life, proclaimed that he did not come for 
pleaſure, The cool reception that Lady 
Eldwin gave to his viſits, would have de- 
terred moſt other men from repeating 
them: Miſs Dorothy indeed was the only 
one who ſeemed to underſtand their mean- 
ing, for ſhe thought he came to ſee her 
—but Miſs Dorothy was miſtaken. It 
was on a much more laudable errand, for 
he came to admoniſh Mr. Eldwin. 


He ſaw with pain that this young man's 
rejection of amuſement and ſingular affec- 
tation of ſuperior learning was dwindling 
faſt into a moſt unaccommodating ſpirit. 


Thoſe who are ſtiled common acquain- 
rance ſeldom think it worth their atten- 
tion to point out to others thoſe failings of 
conduct which they regard with diſguſt— 
and thoſe called friends, either blinded by 

1 partiality 


— 
— —— ——— ——— 1 — 
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partiality or from falſe notions of delicacy 


ſuffer the objects of their regard to expoſe 
themſelves to the world's cenſure, rather | 


than by a little well-timed admonition 
awaken in their mind's a temporary pain. 


Mr. Walpole was free from this crimi- 


nal weakneſs—thoſe who were miſguided 


were thoſe who moſt intereſted him; 
among their number Mr. Eldwin was 


claſſed. 


From Mr. Walpole's firſt acquaintance 


with him at the Rectory, he was an object 
of his regard; for without feeling that 


reſentment which his foibles generally in- 


ſpired, he became involuntarily attached 


to his virtues ; of theſe he had many, and 
had the paſſions of his heart been at firſt 


properly directed, they would now have 


been applied to the molt noble exertions. 


He was firm in his principles, ſteady in 
his attachments, and when he was diveſted 


of the apathy he affected, the natural tone 


ol his diſpoſition was marked by huma- 


1 
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nity, for to have relieved the uafortunate, 
he would have ſacrificed much. 


That his ſupercillious air, and auſtere 
manners ſhould excite diſguſt is leſs won- 
derful, than that he ſhould have allowed 
himſelf to be ſeduced into the affectation 
of errors ſo inimical to the reſpect and 


praiſe he ſought. 


Mr. Walpole ſaw that every one took 
delight in mortifying and humbling him; 
no one ſeemed to think him entitled to 
their reſpect, and if a total abſence of 

every virtue could have diſtinguiſhed him 
as an object of diſguſt, his ſociety would 
not have been more effectually avoided ; 
that this ſhade in his character ſhould veil 
every bright tint of ir, and that he ſhould 
be held up as a ſubject of ridicule by men, 
who could neither cope with him in good- 
neſs of heart, or ſtrength of underſtand- 
ing, was a ſubject of deep regret to the 
philanthropic ſpirit of Mr. Walpole ; he 
| fought every opportunity to inforce the 
neceſſity of ſubſcribing as far, as was con- 

Vor. II. i= ſiſtent 
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ſiſtent with truth and honour, to the man- 


ner and cuſtoms of the world, by judici- 


ouſly gaining the confidence of the young 
man, and ſecuring to himſelf his reſpect by 


his own gentle and amiable manners; he 


ſoon found his way to Mr. Eldwin's heart, 


and of ſuch weight was his influence there, 
that the latter began to find his ſentiments 
were not only juſt and liberal, bur formed 
on the broad baſis of truth; and though 
Mr. Eldwin found it difficult to adopt his 
opinions, yet he acknowledged much plea- 
ſure in the old gentleman's ſociety. 


He remained with the family till a late 
hour, when, much to the chagrin and diſ- 
appointment of Miſs Dorothy, he took 
his leave of them all, without requeſting 


2 private interview with her, or even hint- 


ing his concern at being denied the pica- 
ſure of her company in future. 1 


Captain Northland, who had alfo ſpent 


the evening in the Creſcent ſoon after, 
took his leave, and Mr. Popham and his 


daughter removed from Sir Edward 8 to 
their 


* — 28 
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their old lodgings, much to the ſatisſac- 


tion of Lady Eldwin, who fince her uncle's 


arrival at Bath, had felt a conſiderable 


abatement of that obſequious reſpect and 
admiration ſhe was wont to receive from 
thoſe whoſe deference is paid to ſuperi- 
ny of ſituation. 


Angelina once more alone in her cham- 


ber, no longer felt any difficulty in ſub- 


duing thoſe reproaches of conſcience, that 
before had tortured her; not that ſhe felt 


herſelf juſtified by any reverſe in Mr. 


Eldwin's conduct, or that ſhe had ſilenced 
them by any change in her own—the long 


wiſhed- for journey, and its anticipated de- 
lights had taken full poſſeſſion of her mind; 


a thouſand ſcenes of fancied happineſs 
danced before her lively imagination; but 


it was the idea of Montague that created 


them, for his abſence inſtead of weaken- 
ing her regard for him, had conſiderably 


augmented it; it was his virtues ſne loved, 
and not to have cheriſhed a remembrance 
of them would have been impoſſible, 


N 2 whilſt 
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whilſt ſhe was ſurrounded _ ſo many diſ- . 
ſimilar characters. 


The more ſhe ſaw of thoſe gay auto- 
matons, the ſtronger ſhe was impreſſed 
with a ſenſe of Montague's ſuperiority z 
ſhe involuntarily drew compariſons to his 
advantage, and magnified his virtues till 
the dwelt on them to enthuſiaſm, 


How eaſily are we deceived by readily 
believing what we wiſh! The length of 
time that had elapſed ſince his parting 
with her would have awakened in a mind 
leſs credulous than her's, ſome doubts of 
his ſincerity ; it was his impreſſive man- 
ner when they ſeparated at Glouceſter, 
more than his words, that convinced her 
that what he ſaid was ſpoke in the lan- 
guage of genuine feeling, for the opinion 
ſne conceived of him would not admit an 
idea that he was capable of uſing any ſpe- 
cies of duplicity, to be held in the eſteem 
of-a man of worth and underſtanding, is 
much more grateful to a woman of nice 
feeling, and far more flattering to her va- 
nity, 
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nity, than all the elaborate and well- 
turned compliments of the moſt accom- 
pliſhed profeſſors, and that ſhe was in 
the -eſteem of Montague Angelina's chief 
pride. 0. 


How much importance does every 
circumſtance of life derive from the dif. 
poſition of mind we receive it in. 


At any other time Angelina would 
have been fatigued with the companions 
of her journey, for Lady Eldwin never 
rendered herſclf pleaſant on ſuch occa- 
ſions; and there was little ſatisfaction in 
Miſs Dorothy's ſociety, for ſhe was more 
than uſually ſevere and out of temper, and 
Sir Edward, who made the fourth in the 
coach (for Mr. Eldwin and his ſiſter 
travelled in the chariot) afforded no very 
pleaſant contemplation, the alteration in 
his manners from general politeneſs and 
attention, to a ſtern and unaccommodating 
rigour, was but too evident; to Lady 
Eldwin he was ſullen and ſevere, and over 
the reſt of the family he exerciſed a de- 
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gree of abſolute power, as new as it was 
unneceſſary ; rendering himſelf an object 
of fear and diſlike; but as this conduct was 
general, it affected her no. more than in 
common vith the reſt; the country pre- 


ſented a picture cold and dreary. 


vet neither the company of Lady 
Eld win, the ſeverity of Miſs Dorothy, 
the altered manners of Sir Edward, or the 


changed face of the country affected An- 


gelina; the tone of her ſpirits was regu- 
lated by the peace of her mind, and every 
object ſhe gazed on to her was an Nen 
of pleaſures 
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